WINTER/SPRING EDITION VOLUME 6 NUMBERS 1&2

WHAT'S INSIDE

P The bicycle craze itrrck Pickering
Townihip iw the 18905 1t wai both
a source of amuement and & poten-

.I'n'.n.i'.lr SEMITT 'fﬁ.l.r ﬂl.'.lfﬂﬂfr.

P Miech of this isse focuies on
the hamlet of Greemwood. Traveller
contingier RS forrmeys through
the towmship i seavch of sales
and encounters the citizens of

Crreenvond,

F o T r{,l" the fixtures of nineteensh-
century Greemmeood were its Upper
Mill and the British Arms Hotel.

W Progress can have both its beneficial
and is doven side. Milton Pegy
reflected on some of the disadvan-
tapes of the widening of the Seventh
Concession Road in 1%9,

W Edgerton Pegg (1912-2001)
i remembered as a man who
tived life to the fill — as a farmer,
& SPOTEIMan, & MuSCLn,

a traveller, and a5 @ paturali,

W= Ve begin a series on Victorian-ena
crime tn Pickering Township, In
arir first eprsode George Alger 10
convrcted of mrance fraud. Was

Juitice well served tn this case?

“Cin Sunday afternoon
last Mr. Found was driv-
g along the road east
of Liverpool Marker.
Several bicyclists were
racing, and owing to the
bend in the road, came
upen him unawares.
The horse bolied inio
the ditch, throwing the
occupants | Mr. Found
and two young men)
omr, inflicting severe
injuries, but not fatal,
The horse freed itselF
from the buggy, com-
pletely destroying the
harness. Cne of the hicy-
clists recerved very
severe inguries, The
injured ones were taken
s Secker’s hotel, where
medieal artention was
secured, and the suffer
er's wounds dressed.
Ulne of the hicycles was
\.'Il1'|'|i'||1'|l'|_\' ||rrt|:|r||i.|'|1'<‘|,h'

Such, in 1884, was the
first reference to bicycles
in Pickenng Township
of which | am aware,
The hicycle had come o
slay in |*|;‘LL'|||1J_'; fiif
good or evil.

The Pickering News
froam himie o Bime
reported on individuals
wha sk up the sport of
I‘Ili'}': ||:' rlu,!lu;;. b LI ¥ les
are hecoming very fash-
wmahle in the village
[Pickering Village].
Jalmels Richardson, Jr.,
15 AW 2 n;'!.n;'|.|:~.! n his

own right and tiele,” said

e —e

THE BICYCLE
COMES TO
PICKERING

S —

Ratwrm Baryede Clh: Fred Dumey, Welliem Halidom, Fred Myer it

T

Walker, Hemry Madvll, Gevoge Madill, Ira Lawrence and Willie Mitles

the News in April 1892,
And in Greenwoand,
“John Gerry now ndes a
new Massey Harris
Bicye le, san ;::Ji-u losoke
out.”" Mor wasat just the
bowys o whom the bicycle
appealed. [n Claremont
“Reeve |George | Geronw
and J.H. Jobbat |shoe
store owner| spent the
hudiclay learning o ride
hicycles.™ W hope they
did better than John
Ciregg, also of
Claremont, who with
“his wheel wok a perch
in a cedar tree near
McFarlane’s hall.” But
Mr. Giregg must have
been a determined soul
because the News added:
“John will yet master the
pesky thing.™

The ladies were not

be left out. In Claremont

“Miss Ella Patterson has
G new t!li'}'l: Il' .|||||. IS W
learming to rde,™ And
in Audley, in the spring
of 1892, several young
ladies were contemniplat-
ing the purchase of
“safery” hicyeles.” As for
Miss Reilly, school mis
tress at School Secton 84
East, the bicycle was her
|||1,'.||1'.||r-;.;1,'ll:|||j.: 1]
work.'

For a decade the bacy-
cle remained an oeea
sional sighting in the
hamlets, and Pickening
Village folk were sull
quite inguisitive when
groups of fders passed
through on their way
from Toronto o Whthy
or Port Hope (popular
week-end runs). They
I'I.'h.j [ ] hl' DS III'I.iI

chuckle as well when the

_|.'jr.||||| 1'||H!. 1|||t [§EN ﬂll
as planned. On one
occasion “nine bicychsis
came 5L|I||r||1|1:|: TV LCERRL T
tewn on their way from
Toromtes to Montreal, As
they soared down the
sidewalk, the wonder
and envy of numerous

small boys, one very

¢ unlucky young gentle-

¢ man of the mne, ran s

w F

wheel inwo a crack in the
\HL!E“'J1L. HI_' WS H‘IIIIH
at full speed, so that

¢ when the wheel stopped

shore, he turned a com
plete summersault and
It o s shoulders some
five '!.'.II"I.I\ away, The
n'hl;l;l af |1|\. 111: :l.'l,'li,' Wik
hroken, but not very
seriously,™

Then, in the mul
180 at seemied the bicy-
cle was evervwhere.
COntario County began o
ermulate Toronto, The
first reports were of a
“bicycle epademic ...
raging in { khawa and
Howmanville te an
alarming extent.” The
Nens was I1.||1||'!.' [T}
report, however, that
“while there have been
some light attacks of ths
disease here, it has not in
a \||'|J_I:|r InstAnce proven
fatal.™™ Their smugness
was premature, for only
a week later their
Claremont correspon-
dent wrate: “The bicvele

craze has struck our ht-



T.FANE:E

tle town and shaken her wo the VErY
foundations. The eprdemic 1s rapidly
spreading and in a few days few peo-
ple will have escaped its mvages. The
wornado that has just been reported
from St Louis was no more effective
n s ||||:'\u.'».|1||1.IIII Even i Gireen Rn‘r;
1T WS Soan rFFHIT'II'II Ih;ll _‘\.ln-.u‘}'
every youth has a bicyele now.™
Hicyeles became a preoccupation
friom the spring through the fall
TYNiEn tt!'ﬁ_ I‘I-H_"_il. II' ':'Il]l'l"a Wefe FI.JII]'I!"I1 m
almist every hamler." The

{ '.h.l'l::l} winsd €1 -rn.-a[mmlrl:l niosted

The Ruling Passion
[ar, Bones — “Yies, my good man,
you are dying fast!

Hiker

my |_'!|{'i||l||| [Er, ILII IIIILL\.I.' al “.'-\.I'lflt

‘Hurry, then, and give me

or die trymng,

Meckering MNews 25 Fetwuary 1899

wryly: *lIt is peming rather dangerous
travelling on our streets in the evenng,
The junior bicyele club practices
always between six and exghr o'clock.
Mo aceidents have yer occurred burt the
ditches are getting Filled with disahled
wheels, Excessive use is the only
canse.”" The practices were in prepa
ration for weekend excursions o
P|,|c;_‘~. |||\.|_' Toronm anil I’L'I:{'r|u'-r||-|,|_|;h_
some hearty individuals began to
use the hicycle for long-distance jour-
nevs, which must have been extremely
difficult given the condition of roads
i those days, The Ness reported a
traveller passing through town on a
|'|||_'1_. cle '|1|.|.|||.'||. dovw My |'i,"-\.|;'rt'tul'|||n|_'l F
|'|.'||:|-'.L mule ona |:'ll.|.~.:| ||.|:|.'._" He was on
his way to Manitoha and planned o
wheel all the way, Pickering Village
resident George Varty, in the summer

of 1 L drove his |nr:w.'|¢' [ IF] 1‘-1i|_'|1|g:|:|

rrigg s ] g

My

to visit a cousin,” And the summer
before, Robert Forsyth of Claremont
covered same 3000 males | 5000 km | on
his hicyele.”

Racing bicyeles also became a popu-
lar sport; Henry Cowan, who operated
a summer resort at Rosebank, built a
track— probahly the first in Pickering
'T'nwmh'tp —on his property in 1896,

It created considerable interest, bue, at

least for that summer, the number of
entries for the races was small.* That
would change in the years to follow,
Henry Wood was repored as winning
first prize in the hicycle race at
Riosehank in June 1899, then went on
tix race it Malvern where he had w
settle for second place”™

For both the long-distant eyclist and
the racer there was soon developed a
training machine—ithe stationary bicy-
cle. It .J|'|j'u.'.ll'r|.| % 1'.|!'l!.' as 1886, as
l'r"n rrTrl.l h'. I!i'l:: ."'I.':':r'_-u. ulh'lin i |!-
Interest: A machine called the Buffalo
home trainer has heen invented, hy
which bicyclists can train in their own
rowem. [t is stationary.™ And even the
|'|h!.'.ih.'.|“'_|.' g‘h:l.“rugqu as we would sy
uslay, found a way to participate in
the sport, The News reported A cnip-

ple upan a tneyele visited our village

tumbling over until one fell into a
ditch opposite St Andrews Church
and suffered a dislocated shoulder,
Townspeople had to put him on a
train back to Toronmw.®

Toronto Bicyvele Club members
fomnd themselves involved 1n a case of
vl rage as they passed through
Pickering Township. A Mr. Graham,
wha lived in the Rouge area, refused
to make way foor them. A ﬁ;.:h! ensued
in which the cyclists appeared to hold

their own unmnl Graham called for

Friendly Advice

She — "My bicyele has become an old
story and I'm tired o death of 1.
What shall T do nexe?’

He — ‘Learn wo nde i’

Prckering News A Oetober 1806

assistance from Mr Cullis. Graham
and Cullis gave chase driving one of
the cyclists t hide himself in the
Crordon House i Pickenng Village
until the burly pursuers had departed.
The Pickering News laid the blame on
the cyclists.®

In an incident in Brougham “Some
il |[|'~|m-.|:'|| person has distributed
tacks e GLE SEFCCTS fosr the destrue

nan of hicycle tires.™* The News theo-

E. & D. Bicycles

1nlr"r||nr\q|.lf.' evening and was warehed
with much interest h:. DU Mre Cin
ous restdents. The machine was pro
pelled by the hands.”

The introduction of the bicvele was
ot without its negative side, nor did
all revel in 1ts benefins, Mixed with
aleohal, for |'\.:|11|E'-|<', hli"!.rll" rl:hn:,;
could be disastrous. In one case a cou-
ple of young men from Toronto were
riding rather high by the nme they

I'L':II.'11{'||1 P1¢krl’l|'|].'; II|'|:||..||;._'|1'. T|1:'} .'u'Jll

L e e e}

rized that some juvenile must have
heen playing tricks, but it could just as
casily have been an adult tired of hay

ing to dodge bicveles on the road.

| 5 my wheny Rew iny
— e ek 5

GRD. PHILAF, Je. -~ Bresghes

It wasn't long before hicyeles hecame
the olyect of theft, In one case a |L|g:\u_'|.;
stulen in Markham was found near
Claremont. A PETSnn Was ar rested |
later acquitted; the culprit was pro m')
bly never found.” O another occa
sion, @ man from Oshawa J[I:u11||||;|| T
sell has bicyele in Pickering Village,
Cnly later was it discovered that the
hicyele was rented and not his 1o sell.
He was arrested 1n Toronto and the
owner was able vo recover his wheel,

The number of acadents involving
bicycles increased rapadly as the popu-
lariry of the hicyele grew. Horses and
bugmes now had o share the moad
with these two-wheelerst their meeting
on the road somenmes led o disas-
trous consequences. If a horse shied
from a bieyele it could throw the
wagon in the ditch—as in the incident
at the beginning of this arncle. In thae
case it was the horse, the bupgy and
the buggy's necupants who were prone
tw injury. If, on the other hand, a by
cle and buggy collided it was usually
the bicycle and rider that suffered the
damage. Numerous incidents of b
kinds are reported in the News.”

1 .:I'II'II'\\ iKr ”,'\.'LI!"-'\ (8 :Ii 1|||_L': LiIIJ!l\.i
..|11.: (] |¢,-.|-|| Fin ..'n“'ixi-::ln ufulh{-r I-c:m I=
Cows in the road were a hazard o
bacychsts. In one instance a cow was
tethered on one side of the road, bt
cromsed to the other side Loy rrae. L
the hicvelist neared the rether rope the
cow raised its head and the mope with
it. The rider hit the rope and the hicy
I.|-|' n|r11.1|l'\.n!." ]:Illrrlll1.lll'|:| the rider
wars not seriously injured, On occasion

bicycles collided with each other. Such,
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for example, was the case when the
Cherrywond senwor hicyele club was

nut pracocing one evening. Two riders

ran into each other causing great dam-
v hoth bieveles and o severe cut

Dark Secret

It 15 not dark enough yet,” she whis-
r‘rrrd A% \|'|1.' |'l|.'|.'t|.'|l 1,',4;:|.'|:|.'_|.' l,li1 .tiu.l
down ithe street.

“Theres no one in sight,” he replied
atrer a careful survey,

‘But someone may come round that
corner at any minute and recognize
ws, and then | should wane w die.'
"Well, then, we'll waita ba.’

What dreadiul deed did those two
contemplate doing?

He was abour tm give her her first
lessons in nding a bievele”

Pickerimg News 28 Aprsi 1599

over the eve for one of the riders.”
Pedestrian-hicycle collisions could
also have severe consequences, When
Miss lda Campbell stepped out onto
King Street in Pickenng Village late
)l’wm:mn in April she was
kificked down by a bicyele travelling
at high speed. Perhaps she couldn’t see
the bicyele coming in the twilight.
Miss Campbell was severely shaken
up, but not otherwise injured.” On
another occasion in the village a child
was knocked down by a bicyelist, but

this time not on the road, but on the

sidewalk,” The News chasnsed the
rider for not confining his riding o
the madway.

In June of 1897 an aceidemt
occurred that resulted in the first
recorded death in Pickering involving
a bicyele collision, William Howlen
wis the nider of the bicycle, As he
descended a hill along King Street in
the village his front wheel became
entangled with the wheel of a road
cart. He was thrown off the bicycle
andl fell under the hoofs of the eolt
pulling the cart. He did not die
instantly, but after gerting up and
walking for a short distance, he then
had o be carried home where his
conditon worsened unml death ook
him."” He left a young wife and two
small chaldren.

As may be seen from the accompa
nying advertisements, by the laer
half of the | ¥90s there were a number
of bicyele manufacturers vying
fur the trade, and several general
dealers in Pickering Village who
featured bicycles among their wares,
In addition o selling both new and
used bieyeles, Henry Savage setup a
repair shop as well."

Unee the “craze”™ was over the
bicycle became commuon place n
Pickering Township and after about
10 1tems regarding bicycles no
lunger merited special attention

from the newspaper.

Mot

1| Pickering News |PM] 30 "pl.n_. 1954,
2PN S Apnl 1822

§ PN S May 159

1 PN 29 May 1896,

5PN 1% August 1898,

G PN 5 Junc 1589,

7PN 22 Apal 1892,

RPN I .ﬁugl.m 150, S5 8 East was

located near what s now the intersection
of Harwomd Ave. and Hlng«rnn R

WPN 2 July 1586,
1k PN 29 May 189,
11PN S June |59,
12PN 16 Jumne |89,

|13 Reference is miade in PN o clubs in
Prckering Village, Greenwnod,

wlaremont, Cherrvwond, and even Base
_}lr East, Ser, e.g., PN 27 March 189
May 189 217 Avgust 1897; 17
Scptember 18975 14 Okopober 1595
14 P 17 Seprember 1R97,
15 PN | Aprl 1898,
16 PN 9 Sepatemlser 1598

17 PN ;:;-I"Illi'lll.ll?r 1857,

18 PN 1Y June 15K

15 PN 30 June 18R

200 PN S Felruary 1586,

21 PN 28 August 1590

22PN AT June 1892,

23PN 29 April 1892,

M PN S July 1898,

25 PN 13 November 189,

2 PN 12 May 1899,

27 See ep. PN 17 September 1597 7
Auguist 1856 22 Oheober 1897,

25 PN G August 1597, Another cow-bike
incident was reported in 30 € Tetnher
| 5t

29PN 1T September 1897,
30 PN 29 April 18
31 PN 29 July 1804,
12PN 11 June 1897,
13 PN 14 May 1897,

TRAVELLER VISITS GREENWOOD

IN 1883

Ross Johnston, travelling salesman for the Whitby Chronsele, eontinues

his tour of the hamlets of Pickering 'ﬁrwnshul'n i 1883 1584, This account,

written under the name “Traveller™ is from 14 December 1883,

reenwind’s lovely glen,

sparkhing springs, grist malls,

tannery, and minor industries

Rural post masters, much work and
responsibilicy for hietle remuneranon,
Greenwood, Dec, 10, 1 was about

o close my last with a few wornds as
country Post Offices, bue suddenly
drew rein, lest my team should run
away with me, As there is now bes
danger, I will resume the subject, gv-
ing it brief space, | learned, to my sur-
prise, from Mr. Burton (postmaster at
Cireen River) that he recerves from the
{owernment, i return for his services,
the sum of §24 a year,' What a miser-
able pittance for the important work
done, Why, it 1s hardly enough to pay
for the shop-room, leaving other con-
suderations out of the tlll.-nl'i: i, TI'I.H‘,
the duties of the office are only lighe,
but the posinon 15 one of much
responsibality, and requires constant
artenoon, and grear care, and should
surely be rewarded with something
approaching to a fair remuneration. |
learn, on enguiry at other Post Offices,
that Mr. Burton’s case 15 not an solat-
ed one, More the shame, Su I‘l."l'!u the
sciale on which such marters are meas-
wred is hardly constructed on an equi-
table principle, and sadly needs revi-

s, | think my frien:d H.er}' |'.||.||1|-||:-

- B.J.GREEN.

HAERERERGE
GREENWOOD MILLS.

BREREBRERE
EES kg

wotild proncunce the system rotten,
and say 1t should be buried, like the
path master system of doing road-
work.'

Went eastward from Gireen River
to Brougham, making as many turms,
twists and wiggles on the way as
would have done credit o the g
water snakes at Frenchman’s Bay,
Stard all mght with my good host,
Poucher, and in the mosming having
visites] this nesghborhond previously,
pushed forward wwands the nsing
sum,' Took an oecasional run south-
ward, and hav mng reached the resi-
dence of Mr, James MeCormack about
noon | parmook of lis kind hospaealin
by way of a good substantial meal, and
after a friendly talk marched onward.!

Cth! my legs, arms, back, sides and
whaole corporation, The afternoon’s
physical experience in traversing the
Cireenwood glen was something o be
remembered. The springs of pure,
colld, sparkling warer, bubbling owt of
the hillsides, all aling the heighis, are
also things w be remembered. The
water 15 just delicious along the upper
grounds, and | drank, and drank
again. The memory of it will continue
1 be a well-spring of pleasure when-
ever | feel thirsty. | reached the Village

JI'N sut 1|'-:III-L, .!I'I:l L lllght tIH.‘ \11("!{'!’ llr-

T

Green Wooo MiLis,3.J.Creen, Proe, Green Woon, Piokeming Tr.OnT.




the quict inn kept by Mr. Gerow,
where | received the kindest atention,
and arvse much refreshed the follow-
ing morning.' By the way, morming
does not get down into the glen at a
very carly hour. This circumstance was
much in my favor. Greenwood, like
some other villages, seems w have seen
hetter days, yet soll it s a surning lLittle
place, and the dwellers in the vale and
on the hillsides are a sociable and kind-
ly people. Crixquet is a favorite amuse-
ment here, and finds wotanes among
all elasses, and apparently at almest all
hosurs of the day, That “all work and
iy play makes Jack a dull boy,” 1sa
proverh held in high respect here, The
Village lies mainly on the descent of
the hill going westward, and a long hill
1015, with quite a valley at the bottom,
through which runs the mamn branch
of what 15 afterwards known as
Duffins Creek. Ar the foor of the hall,
CCCUPYING @ prominent business posi-
tiom, we find Michael Gleeson, Esq.,
hulding forth in the four-fold capacity
of Division Coure Clerk, Post master,
telegraph operator and general store
keeper. Michael is evidently apprecia-
ed as a business man. His many func-

5 |

tons remind one of “Boston's four-fold
state.” His store 18 well filled wirh gen-
eral merchandise and he and his assis-
tants seem o have their hands full in
attending the wants of numerous cus-
micrs.

Messrs. Shae & Lennon are the coop-
ers of the place, assisted by Mr, Carey
{no relative of that other man),” and the

mills here give them maost of their work,

and p;uu.! wirk Th.-c“!.' do. Mr. John
Teefey conducts the shoemaker’s
department in the business of
Gireemwood, and his rrade i no
confined w the Village. His fame as a
cord-winder s far spread.

There 1s a Tannery in the place,
carried on by Mr Wm. Pengelly.
Business seems dull in his line just
now, but he 1s saud vodo a fair amoune
during the year.

There s also that requisite of a pros-
perous Village, a blacksmith shop. It has
changed occupants lately, having just
been rented by the “Green estate”™ {own-
ersh, to Mr. Wimn. Beaton, a son, (as | am
informed) of Hector Beaton, Esq., late
Pickering Township clerk, whose prasse
15 in every month, [§ the son succeeds in

winming a name as honored as his
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Prortton of 1577 muap choning Greemm vod

4

father's, he will not have lived in vam.
Here, too, 15 w be found Mr, David
I:I|.||11|||11 oy a representanive man in
agriculiwral implements. David is no
man’s fool. 1 find him oo be a man of
extensive reading, well up in popular
authors, and almaost as ready as our
l'.mlm:}' Crown Attorney at qlllllil'lg

Shakespeare and the lesser pocts.”

The north, or wpper mill, is a four-
storey frame building, owned by the
“Gireen estate,” has 3 run of stones,
machinery first class, all very complee,
but under old process, has a capac
B barrels a day, s drven by water-
power, and gmves employment to abon
seven hands regularly inoes different

departments.

CrogueT on the fromd Lyn

Frederick the Great wanted o
build a palace at a distance from his
capital, to which he might resort and
forget fur a time the cares of king-
hooed, A suitable site was selected,
plans drawn and arrangements made
for building, when the king discov-
ered an obstacle in the shape of a mill,
which the owner refused w sell even
at a very high price. The king sent for
the mi”r[, ;||1|:‘| a\kﬂi him 'I.'|-!'|'!| |'M: Was
sn obstinate, Because, said the nller,
it was my father’s mill, and there he
||.\.g_'-|| 1|r||| |||r|.i, !hq'rt, i, my s wWas
born, and T will not sell i T wane to
huild my palace, says the king. Your
majesty forgets that the mill is my
palace, Bur don't you know, says
Frederick, that | can take it whether
you |'|k{' 1o mot? Il"l:l.l. '\-Jhl I:I'It' 1'I'|I-|-tl.-'l.
ok \.\'11||1_" |_|||;:I'|; are Illl.igl:*- at “{'rhli.

That mall was a wand mull, and hikely
stond on an elevared position m catch the
hreeze, Mot so with the Greenwonod malls,
of which there are two, both in the glen,
i \.hurl distance north -nl'-thfr man
rusicd, and the other at a hintle greater dis-

tance down stream the souh.

The south mill is cwned by
Fredenck Lireen, I':.M.I. It 1% a theee-
storey frame building, with 3 run of
stomes, 18 also doven by water power,

machinery in good condinon (old

WORLD'S FAIR AT CHICAGO

We want aome of the crowd this way
foods.

process), capacity 50 harrels a day.
Work done here 1s mainly custom
wiork, run off about 200 bushels a day
in gristing and chopping. | reached this
mill by taking a short cut across the
mill race, a very shppery operatin
which requires me o “walk circum-
spectly” in the literal meaning of the
expression. Both mills are leased and

carnied on by Mr, John Mitchell, a gen



theman of much ene rgy and enterprise,
who courtenusly responded o every
enguiry. Mr. Mitchell buys considerable
wheat at Uxhrndge dunng the winter.,
.’)'rh-r\ fior both mulls are ar presem
from bocal sources, The upper mill

15 used for mercham work, and the

levwver one for custom work, Mr,
Mutchell says Fall Whear this year s a
failure as coanpared with List year, the
:rlr|1|- !'-rmF little myore than half, 1
learned from Fredenck Green, Esq., of
the VEry suidden death of his Fr_'||'|i|
li.lljghll'l', Miss A gnes Eadith Meen, a

fiew 1|.|!.'\ befisre.” The old H{'I11I1'|Ilulll

"":'IILI. f the oecurrence i such wader
amed lowing words that they wem
straight wo my heart, | must close here,
as my letter 1s getning oo long,

Traveller T
Thas otevr o5 froms phe PMiekening News

Prerias arficee, had referied to

e “ In F855, hatverer, the mnll ias

The News reported the progress
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SREENWOOD ROLLER ML}

'y

LAeCE

Hn’ FREEETT INLS 2 I'|'li| EEHER i Py

[} PreT Ml Greemuond

REENWO0OOD MILL

By Lex Meunier

. FETINYR

IR e £l FEY CHEen

¥. L. GREEN, PROFRIETOR. My John Mitchell. Ar grest expesise he har puis in the roller process, 5 as o keep

-l;-"vﬂ:._l- -__:‘ﬂ; abreast af the fmes. This shows enterprse, The fact thar all farpesy manll
2 o A b e e ek o o mil.

*ﬂ"m' for tenenahip e i Hes process withen the past year or o speaks well fo
= s Flows por Basball bhan sia b el egenieTs, Peoaiise | FRRE TS S P
Bl o
TrMEAT TrAMTED! 15 SMiTET

Moghamt, prise pasd for Whiset.
F. L GRHEHI.

FrEdl s periy i

Mol Oreenwosnd f:'l--n.__'"l‘.ln Year .r"'"'..l'l" -9

Mokes he Cireenwond Flournng

| Covwpe Buren ke the praeral stone and posa
wiffiee im Crreem River from 1578 10 1588, He
vras the tather of Charles Liher Beron, CECY
ol Sertwpann'’s Diepartmeent Saores. Soc I
Buarton 152 A Semse of Dingency {Theoni
LUlarke. Irwind

Mills have been o -|'||]'l!|:'!r|}'
overhauled and
remiodeled o the full roller system,
under the management of EL. Green,

W Courtenay as superintendent
= Un Chapple see Fadasrr 54 & 4 (508}, p. 20 ith | Hteay I g

¥ U Poucher see Pothmasaer 5.0 & 2 il "".”J.:hr'

(208, . |

frer a grear deal of work and an

¥ Conoowaon 4, Lo 17 ||:1||||:'|::u'u|||1.|1_.' Tiw r'n I|'|1'I11. H]'l im 1lI|'|'|

Foben Crerowe ran the e @ Cirocrwond For scv &
a manner as o render them one of the

eval wears before miwang oo Firou

where he remiesd the Coersmenoiad Hoine for a
viar, then parchased the i

Thomas Poucher,

be=st mills in Canada, they have been

shsim Hiotel From

startedd up again in a most sabisfactory

flecting great ¢ "
f The referense here i 10 Wilkiam Carey (1761 manner, reflecting great credit upon

|544), a onwe Eamoeis Deigish mssionary i

Il

Mr. Courtenay for the way in which

he perfirmed his duty. They were

7 Willtsm Pengedly m pecdualbily the win of John 1
1 . - . |8

[} II;.'_I:H'.. o et & Clafemoet. Ser the first starte "I ”l" Il"" c ||ﬂl."\.l.].l'!.. I lh' “]l'

Tremaine map of 186 |18 Movember], and 1 three hoairs
8 The Uity Cronvn Ambosney was Jobin E

after first starnng flour was sent to
Farewell, LI, KL

several 1o ry its qualicy, and all pro-

nes wias probubly the davghter of Fred Meen
a1, Congesion 5. The Beers Aclas (1577)
.

wron’s Diweciory, p. 64, describes ham s mer

nounced it as excellent—the writer

himself testifying as to the quality of
chang, pustsianier, and Doasional Cournt Clerk e
ithe same puositions hekd in 1853 by Gleeson the bread and cakes it made.

wr alwacd

It may be of interest to describe the

.-_".'.";.l -!.:--g.l.'.'-'----'.l' U'".'- e Mr

5

Irven

mitll and the vanous processes the
'I'n.'l'l!'.“ h.l.'\ Eii lll'll.l{'r}lll I:'l!,'rl ire ]11_'.1'];
ready for the baker: In the first place
the mill 1s driven by a 14 inch [35 cm
“Lartle Cinant™ water-wheel, under the
magnificent head of 36 feet [11 m],
giving 54 horse-power.

The wheat after entering the mull
.1m1 i‘-t"lﬂ;: “L‘|:|_."I'|I:'|.1 % -:"||'1. .m;.{ ¥ I,]w
ﬁ!ah 1.|.|H|T.,J|'|1E (51 !‘rlH“ r|1-|,'r|,' E'I,|"¢'1['Ii
through a separator o take our all
forergn material such as straws, chaff,
fu. From thas i goes o a smut
machine, and 15 beaten and brushed w
rermiwve all smut and dust and remiove
the hght wheat. It 15 now sent ta
I'Il'l"-h r-'||1|'-|||r:|5.; lIrI.II I'h II|‘-!H||'|.|,:
machine, which ends the cleaning
prelimimary 1o grinding.

After leaving the Brush machine it
15 elevated to the stock hopper over
the first rlr”\. and 15 sent from there

through the break roll and merely

split through the erease in order
liwmen all the crease dirr, which s
taken ourt by passing through a
scalper. After passing through the first
scalper it 15 put successively through
four more setts of rolls, each one
reducing it finer, in the meantime
being sent through a scalper after each
roll, to separate the lour and mud
ulings from the broken wheat, The
flour and middhings frim the scalper
are collected and boleed w

scparate them, the flour going to the
packer, the middlings wo the purifiers.
Afrer being thoroughly purified they
are ground on stones, except the
coarsest, which are reduced on anoth-
er sett of rolls; stones being generally
acceped as the best for handling purs
fied middlings. The patent flour
cumes from these last operations.

The light and branny parncles
which the punfiers “tail over”™ are sem
o another sett of rolls, The Mour, &c.,
15 taken from ane machine w another
]Pg. means of clevators, cony CYOrS, amd
SpOns, There 15 almest a forest of
spouts; s numerous that a stranger is
almost in danger of being lost in the
labyrinth.

Tll'hl' ]1!1\!”&_"-"4 1% C .ITrII,'I! E'I:i. \[I Il|1'|||
Mitchell, who expects to do a large
business, and who has the well-
known reputation of being a straight
forward and in EVETy way a successiul
hl_l.'\.l.:'p_'u man. | h.lu: fon okt 11:; will
be pleased to show ladies or gentle
men the mysteries of four-making,
||I'|l.| |I'|I' L'I'I'IIFI“}'TE"\ are |'|1ﬂ|.'|l t-llr Thrlr
civility tes visators and all,

The machinery was all supphed
by the celebrated firm, E.P Allis &
L., nf Milwa |.I|-.r|.'. “rh.. w o
E'Il'ﬂ r|i_|| W IIL'- Are it SlT...I"FIFrII. TE“.'
machinery 1 such as to give a daily
capacity of Nl bhls. [harrels].

GREENWOOD
MILLS

ire maw resmng o full bl
ot 7 ] e
ANY QUANTITY OF MECHANT. -
wl.l-l'.l WHEAT. .
BEST GRADES OF FLOUT
Alwugy on hand.
Al Mran, Sloria, and sl Linds of
Wil Fel.
Flonr snabuagel G wheat
Bt JOEAN MITCHELL




he house across the Seventh

Concession Road from

Claremont Conservation Area
where Betty and Edge Pegg hive 1s a
meccd for naturalests from the
Pickering arca and increasingly s for
birders from Torosnto and further
.'.I-'|r|||. P L-e'rl.u:._'; Saturalist me mibers
|1.|'||.' I‘H'l"'l Liw ‘hl. h”‘l“l."“‘llti"l 1] IK'}:JI'I
one of Edge’s popular and well-con
ducted wildflower outings. They have
also -r',.lr]'u.-r»;--.l there fur the last few
years o tally the results of the annual
Chnstmas Bard Count. For those
seeking winter finches what more
coibd one ask than to view these
berds—anmetimes from mere ine hes
away thi |l.:|;._',h the windows of the
Pepgp's hame.

This is J'-.-.lj;l.'ts. tETratisry. He was
born just across the street—within
view of the present house—in what s
now the house of the assistant super
|||[|;':1-.|-;'I'|1 .-r' I:I'IL' CUMSCIVaLion arca,
The old farmstead where Edge and
his four brothers and tour sisters were
rapsed became the nucleus of the pres-
ent conservation area. After the Pegg
children mowved ot onto their own
r..{rru-\. the 60-hectare Property was

sl about 1960 w0 the Metropolitan

IN MEMORIAM

Toronto and Region Conservanon
Authority. They have since ¢ \|'-.||||!|,-||
IE B ats presemt 162 hectares which
encompasses the whole hlock,

The homestead which Betry an

l‘".l.lj_'!l.' M

My started it all when she had him
put out a bird feeder in the winter of
1929, ] ||'u||.:|_;h.t that was kind of stu-
I,\lll_. I'Ii .|\.|r||.'|1‘- MW, .T.||.|| I-Ir'.-l :LI:'JT
the feeder was visited |:\f| oo Giray

Jays, but

py 15 an 18
hectare re mfiant
of the 45-hectare
mainly dairy
farm that Edge
used w operate.
A fver |"~|_L‘,t"\

retirement |-Tl HM

f.l!'l'llll:s,; they
\|1|II. |”. E:lll.r 1!\.\

small acreage

which they have
dubbed “Ponda
Mesta Here
wildflowers and
burds
concern. The present house was
planned by Betty and bule from logs
harvested on their own ot and sawn
i Tyrone at the old mall.

Edge 1s mosdest abour his knowl-
n!;._';l, of wildlife, bat his knowle 'i'n'-'-
largely self-taught—is deep and his
enthusiasm houndless, Bur it was not

always so. He says his mother proba

“

and |'|-|'|‘-1I-||I"-t'- —Arc I Mapr

[i]

unaware of the
significance of
this he remained
||r5||1|prr'hr'|1.
evertheless, he
'alll'ullll.l.JI.'l.I 1|I|1|||
oiat food for the
hards for the
next several
years. Then he
drifted away

£ from at, becom-
L WM more inter-

= ested in other

i 1T

activities,

Farming,

ol c |'.I['\.r.|r.|.51||1:'|| much
of his tme. But he enjoyed spores as
well. He played baseball and hoekey
in the local wwnship leagues. He says
that in those days he had o pay 25¢ 1o
get into the park in order o play hall.
Often they would play double-head
ers, which might not end unnl mad
night. When the games were over he

woild have o hurry home o milk

the cows and complete his other
chores. In spite of this he continued
Tik |\|.|f|' hulh |:.|\4'||.||| .|||||. h.l:-g'k{'!.
[rast the age af 4,

."|\ 'Il.[II".'“' ACOVITICS Wele not
envugh, Edpge, along wirh Beny and
their twis chaldren, Kathy and Hal,
formed a musical troupe thar played
at church garden parties around the
countryside, Betty played the i,
| & |_|.,'-.' the banj, the ukulele, the wylis
|\h| e and even a musical saw, They
|1fl:"-l.'l'|'.1'-.| l"-.I-II"G-rE'III |||||| !'IIIIIHII:u 'ﬁrll\'ﬁ‘h
which |'-|.'[i} wrote and directed. Thas
continued for vears until the chaldren
grew up. Looking back on it now
Edge confesses he doesn't know how
they managed it all.

Meanwhile, dunng the IS0, Edge
gt hack into feeding the birds agam.
Fuor this he eredits Par Kingstone, Par
pointed out a Field Sparrow that
|"||5.;{' could mot |:I.|I_'J'||_|]-:| without the
ard of a field guide. This aroused his
curosiny. He ]N'H.Irl. 10 iy maore atfen
niosn to the birds attracted o the feed
er. In 1961, he and Berty jonned the
|:|||r|!'..t||| !{r:.;ll-ll Fu ||| '\;.1||.|r.|||\r )
l"l&i.l{ |1-.||1| close amention ||||r:||1_|_;
walks with this elub and learned

a lot from the association with cther



e e e e ——— e

members, Eventually his observations
ledd him to write waldlife articles
lefvertiier when
"-ﬁ Lawrence was iis exhior,

erty was anginally from Toron.

Hivw ibises 3 ciey piel fare surrounded

boer the Apax

b walidllife oon the farm?® Ve Y well,
thank you. When one encounters
Betry and Edge bird warching in the
bielid wisu see Edpge with binoculars

k bt Betry i nting a
s a bt of heavy
sperh phitographer. Even as a chald
1 hagh schaos

ra ¢lub and
tned o develop her own film. Her

r was alsas 3 plhistis

miail Fer b Fiore i o

rapher. “Mother never had her pCTLLr

taken, Betty savs, “because she was

ilways behand the camera; 'm exactly
I||. %ol T4

Hetty used o take l.l.:.'|||||:_: P
tures, | hien |'-|_-_"| sugpested she try
nature phitography. She has never
limiked back. She has had many of her

Fll'm--l--s;r.l-p'll-. enlarged and either

Mg om thear wall or sodd (or given
1way as presents), She once mok a

Framing course and now does her

o pucture framing, She also makes
huttoms ot of soame of her |1|||\||n_
Last year she submitted some photos

tin the Markham Fair for judmng. She

received prizes in three areas includ

ing first prize in the seniors” class,
In recent years Betty has had a
lot of opportunity to use her camera

She and Edge now travel widely 1o

hserve nature. Their first barding
np was m 1968 o Bonaveniure
Island. Since then they have heen

acroms Canada twaee, 1o Alaska and
the Pribalof Islamds, o Chiurchall, s

Texas ithree nme

farmung Berty was e g s
along with rasang her famualy. In tl
winning she ught musie then ook

rime et o have her two children

'ili“r';.:: Shic Wenl DECK it Wiais D bead I‘.
kindergarten ar West Rouge, Now
she has renred from tea hing alver
rwenty-two vears. But Betty, like her
hushand, never seems wo slow dow

Her retirement gave her the oppar
ranity o learn a craft she had alwayvs
held an interest in—weaving, She has
taken courses, paned a .-_;|||||| anil has
devy I"'i""l into a creative and walented
weaver, Mow this craft comperes with
photography fir her amennion

!“i'l'.' .ll'\"-l.' INNINUesS ‘Ill. (HLTERT l:r.l'll
i in the family. She s organst at
the Greenwood United Church. She

15 also active as a member of that

church i other CAPAcInies siM h ax
serving as president of the United
Chureh Women's group
Fauh Betty and Eadge are collectings
They enpw wildlife are amd .’.1x|-| v 4
||l|.-.||u r il |-||.'.:L AT "'. W ” I|_|.1-'\.'.I'.
artists @s Kobert Bateman and Marq
Harme, bosthy o whomm they numbser
umiaeg thear foends. They have

cucepional eolleenons of harksed

Wile, aut licence plates,
maple sap spagots, bottles and jugs
amunig sl bt things

Edge and Retty were among th
Fu s off the Pack ¢ ™waturalises
We value greatly the trabutions
they have ma ouar club. They

-'1'|'||'||| LY
n, and preservaton of
wildlite in the whide Pckering are

They have taught about waldlife in
'|:. a hawsl ||:.! (3] :".. !|.|.! 'I"|..-.|

have encouraged many to pan naru
rahist elubs, And Edge's journals,
which record the wildlife of the

L| .i.-llllll-lll ATED O%ET MANY Years, w |||
st as an umportant docomentation

tor Future generatmns

indd Betty have appeareil
several times in Pathmaiter, Sex

L0 4 D4 32-338; 300ad): 26-27

ADDITIONAL NOTE
2004:

from I]'H.' :‘l“’l“'l'

I eredie Edge for arcusang my
interest in Packenng's history.
He became a mentor for me m
many wavs—in wentfying
wldlife, in l:u’.lrl;hlnj; jmmeer
history, and in hiving a full hfe

i general. His stores about the
Pegg family, his collections of
proneer artifacts, his models of
fence types, and his documenting
of area wildhife all encouraged
my probing even decper into
uther ai.l"u;q.'l_huflll.ll' [LELIH

Edge was a man | much

admired and from whiom

I learned a great deal.!




OSAGE ORANGES AND
WITCHES BROOMS

|r|"|' .".:.':L'r' arid Hr T f"g'll;'_:.'

The Osage Orange

Many years agn, Chsage Orange
Trees were planted south of
Concession Five, aTung Sideline 16,
in Pickenng, [tis a mystery how
they grew there, since they rarely
survive a severe frost. Thq' are
narive o Texas and Arkansas,
home of the Csage Indians.
Having many thorny branches,
they were planted as living fences,
befure barbed wire was invented
around 1872, The wood was used
in making bows; the boiled chips
yielded a yellow dye.

Flowering in June, Osage
Crange trees have green, wrinkled
grapefrut-sized frur by October.
The orange is ot edible for
humans, but s full of seeds
favoured by Cardinals and many
other seed-cating birds.

Witches Broom

I have seen a number of Witches
Brooms i the Durham Region,
and am surprised thar many peo-
ple 0 whom [ have spoken have
never seen one and the few that
have, have no idea of what caises

||!'I'EI'I1. I 1“’Elht'] HI il TTELm, W1"|"

was looking at one, tell his son,
*That's an Eaples nest.”

A Wirches Broom may be start-
ed by some irritant such as a fun-
gus, bur in most cases by a parasing
plant known as Dwarf Mistletoe,
The seed of this plant 1s hkely car-
ried to the tree by a bird, Tt sends
a penetrating root into the living
layers of the host, which, over the
years, grows around i, sending out
many parallel broom-like side
suckers. They arc most frequently
found m Spruce or Pine trees.
There are two along the Seventh
Concession in Pickering in Spruce
trees. The one high in a tree just
west of Brock Road s two and a
half metres in width — the largest
| have seen.

Plant breeders have propagated
Witches Brooms by grafung.
Many of our dwarf evergreens
came from them originally.
Medical rescarchers working on
cancer have studied Witches
Broim and other similar growths
on plants for any clue these may

shed on unusual pnnlu:til:n rates

of cellular marernals.,

AN AMUSING EPISODE

Pickering News 12 May 1595, p. 8

An amusing hinle episode 15 reported by the teacher of Greenwood's
puhlu‘ swchool, A few d.]fu & 0 TwWn little fellows—twins—started o
school for the first nme. Upon presenting themselves the teacher
asked the first hirtle fellow his name, to which the child answered
Tom. His instructor informed him that he should say Thomas, as
Tom was not a proper name. T he second boy was paying stnce aten-
tin to this conversanion, and when asked for his name prompily
replied Jackass. He was generally called Jack, but in this instance was
anxious to make no mistakes. Thas story s vouched for by the

teacher

|Editor’s note: The teacher in question was W.|, Marqus, | haven't

yet identified the twins, |

A WONDERFUL FISH!

They #all ol l:-t:l:-_. that bappened st
..-Irl-thmuﬂir

Greenwood lake the viber dl.J

man—had besn il'lh n{ln:lqthpi-d
Mmdt“:: l-l-l.l..Illl
;nhﬂ;iwldh lm-h-.

acd this ideptical pickeral, nlhthmjrol’

board,

the worthy of all prase. swam 1o the boy, ook
tha aof jusket temderly in his mouth, and
ywam with bim o the shors. Theo sesmng that the
lad was unconssious il ran ap bo the hoose and

ihe family down. [t wm coly loog snoagh o see
the boy resuscilated. and then struck seross the inter.
veniug conntry for Pickening, and i oow oo exlubilicn
st Greig's tailor shop.  Call and see it

J. GREIG,

THE HERMIT OF BROUGHAM

Pickering News 14 October 1592, p. 4

Miss Hinch, a Mysterions restdent of this |1|.|{-,- Wils 1 ll‘.'l.-:'!.t'll to her
last resting place on Monday afternoon. She has been a sufferer from
lung trouble for some months, and on Sunday morning died,
Although Miss Hinch has been a resident of this village for a number

of years past, but few of us have seen her and no one was intimate

with her. In short she lived the life of a hermit. Nothing is known of

her relatives, she emphatically refusing to speak of her lite previous w
Coming here,

During the last few weeks of her life, she admited Mrs. John
Cowan to her humble abode, and that lady nursed her wath the
utmost care and attention. The deceased lady had money besides the
dwelling, which she occupied but nothing is yet known as o how she
disposed of her property. In her death the mystery that surrounds her
career is rendered all the more obscure, The funeral on Tuesday was
largely attended by our villagers, and Rev, L. Perrin conducted the

SEFVICES 10 CoOnnection therewith,

)

)



here has been a great comma

ton going on this summer up

on the seventh concession of
Pickering north of Greenwood and
west 1o the Brock road. There were
vinlent explosions making nearkby
hirises tremble as the cement brdge
over Duthin's Creek was blown to
preces. There was the snoring and
clattering of bulldozers, the rumbling
of great carth movers and adding

the din, the mm ng and out of

trucks and hig cement mixers,
H.hi I chain-saws cut down trees
;u'fj and small, while powerful

ines dug out the stumps and

laded and remuwed them. Wire
femces, rail fences, and stone fences
were removed, The road allowance
has been almost doubled 1n widdh and
new steel fences and gates erected.

[ Hlt BErs W IIII II..I:'\!' ||\4'1|. r.I'IlL rI'LHI
for over half a century see these
changes wirh a nostalpa onged wath
sailness as its whole appearance 15
being changed. Much of this road was
lined with fine old maple and clm
trees. As one passed eastward from
the Brock road and descended the
three hills to the bottom of the valley
lr‘F |]t:|l.|,|||\. ['.:rrk, i |1|:1g' Vi WS T
be seen from the wp of each hill.
M;m!_.- of the trees are now gone, the
halls cue diovwen andd the I..I.“I:'_‘I.'. filled.
."‘JL'JF I!I'ln:; ||||| h""'H{ an |Ju|'-!-lt‘i: | 'Ir.'r.'!i
where the branches of the trees al most
met iwerhead the scene was one of
- AL [rasts wal charm. From the
LI W CAiie lhl: 1'|g_ur \p.trkllng WAleT
o flow under the hrnh_-'c. Here many
a fine teout was hifted from the shad-

owy IEI.'EWII'-..lrl.li here many a farmers’

lad came for a coaling dip on a hot
SUIMEMErs 1|..|'_|.'. The oS of the

woidthrush, robin and many others

s and wagons w be ground into meal
for thear livestock. East of the bridge

was the crossing place for the birds

Barylew [, 1906

cotld be heard from the dense winsds
s the south. To the north unul
recently stood the old Boyver mall
belonging o the late John Bayles,
mute reminder of the days when the

farmers hauled their grain with hors

and animals of the forest as they clung

to the sanctuary of the bottomland
woods. Squirrels, rabbirs, foxes, par-
tridge, wild turkevs and deer have
heen seen o pass over the old road

here. It 15 hardly to be expecred thar

the creatures of the wild will wallingly
croas over this new wide highway.

Viewing this area recently, the
writer and his son Edward saw where
a bulldozer had made a few passes
over the site of George Graham's old
blacksmith shop which over a century
agon st at the topy of the hall, west of
the bridge. A few minutes search
I'l_"l:'{'.]l{'l:l |||..|.I'|'!|' ,|rl|f.|i_'l'. |n|.-||.l|t“'lg
hlacksmuth-made hales, hll‘lgl:":, links
of logging chains, an iron wedge,
IECES o if horse shoes, a front caulk for
a horse shoe, horse shoe nails, a bro-
ken file made into a chisel, a nut with
a handle used o vighten wagon box
end roads, clinkers and birs of coal
rT1|'|'|'| t]]{' ll ir“{'. .|!'|':I st rll“rJl:;t'l.' ||!.
.||| I,1'|g_' |u|n‘|:|.||lh arm and part of thie
head of a doll thar probably belonged
tor o oof € seorge { iraham’s hitle
daughters.'

As one thinks hack it is hard
realize that in a place of such quier
charm and beauty there have been
grim tragedies. At the old bridge, and
near to it, five persons met sudden
and violent death. One evening about
a hundred years agn Mrs. Giraham
was milking the fanmily cow, when
thear dog which had been tormented
by some boys at the blacksmith shop,
rushed o her side for comfore and
protection. The cow turned and
lunged at the dog and one of the
cow’s horns entered Mrs, Graham's
eve and pierced her brain, Six chil
dren were left motherless, Later
George married again and had ten
more children making a famuly of six-
teen children raised.

Cin a cold January morning in 1904



Fegg boyi—probatly Meeos, Liovd and B3I

ks sy

gt

Abe B WEE, W by weas 6% years old, was
working alone in the mill. The heavy
coat he wore caught in a projecting
Ll':‘"lll il hl..lll!I 'l-rt".-l "-'I'I.'In. I I'.- Wials

thrown violently around stnking his

III'.III on a I"'.IIII. } |1" ]I “r:h II:II LERLER] |I'||.'

II]“'.':I I]IIIII.I\.I' I‘ﬂ'l'l'u'u ||I'|l| WS Mol l||'\
(R LY I:'r-C'i.I ||r|r|| 'HE"II'I'.II hl"ll!"h 1.I1|'|: -|'|'I.'
Ill'ﬁ ANXHHIS W Ij‘l' .|r|.-1 I'H'I_ulllllll‘-

In 'KKS 'T'||1|1||.|~. H:ul.le %, d 1|ru|!|||_r-
in-law 1o Abe Boyer ook over the
mll. T 117 he v was accidentally
killed whale moving a pile driver up
s the dam o do repane work.

Just before the outhreak of the
Second World War, two yvoung lads
whio lived in Brookling Jack Maynard
andd H1|| 1.:.|\-|-=|:,. h.--.| |'.IILI_'I.'1_'|.I u':llh.
an old Chrysler car, stripping it Jown
o the chassis, with |'-|||:|.' the motor,
fromr seat and a box on the rear for
hallast remaiming. [ine cvening with
the YL exhilaraton of :l.lui:llhl I]1-:'1_.
sped westward along the seventh con-
cessions of Whithy and Pickenng
twwnships, with open muffler, travel-
ling at a high speed. Several persons
heard the nose as of an acroplane
passing. As they neared the brnidge
eT |.|'||rr.'.||- l:rl,'l,lr-., L F Bk Sinfiie
limme grave | cury the |.L-.|. the machine

went out of control, going into the

north ditch and twrning over. The
cedar tree on the north side of the
Hridge bore the scar from the impage
until it was cut down this vear. Ib
voung men were instantly killed and
the water flowed red under the
bridge.

It a8 true of almost EVEry |1u.|i||:|
where human beings have travelled or
lived that there have been '.1.&_1_;|'|||r'\_
Some are recorded, many are soon
horgotten. Andd sk, A% WE Feminisce,
some of us older folks wionder 1.'l.||:.
this road should be widened, levelled
and |‘-.’|'.|.-| ar an expense of hundreds
of thousands of dollars 1o make more
s :'-|'L'-'.'|f| into this cjuanet |'-|.||'¢;. which
Eti rh“"'.' W h“‘ I'l.l'll- Il'\1'\.| III'JI' sance
childhood, 15 one of the fairest and
livelest places on earth, Are the L
ers that be defeating their own Jouar
pose? We wonder.

\-III .
I George Giraham was formerly a

blacksmath in Claremont, See

Traveller in Whirdy Chronicle, ’

14 Mowvember 1884, The shop

near Gireenwonsd s indieated in

the Beers Atlas of 1877 on Lot 12,

{ Sonmcession 6

BRITISH ARMS HOTEL, GREENWOOD

From Tavern i the Town: Egrly Inns and Taverns of Ontario, by Margare

MeBurney and Mary Byers (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987, p. 118)

[1]n the appealing village of Greenwood, the Brinsh Arms Hotel was by 1870
one of two hostelries serving a population of about five hundred people. This
establishment’s grandiloguent name was belied by its modest appearance, for
it 15 a simple frame structure, set a few steps back from the main street. At the
west end of the building a separate door led into the tproom. The Brinsh
Arms boasted a spring in the basement. Water was paped 1o a trough at the
front, where horses were watered. Perhaps, on occasion, patrons inside drank
the water as well, somenmes to their sorrow. One newspaper of the day
reported the death of a man whose demise was the direct result of “dnnking

cold water in a tavern.”

Hrereok Armas Herel @0 i foods on recen




CRIMES OF A CENTURY:

THE ALGER CASE

n a cloudy Teesday afternoon
in Seprember 1895, six men
gathered at the Chrsnan
i:e'lllrh':l:. i1 |’|r|:||.u|1.|||'.
where for the first nme in Pickenng's
hastory they exhumed a body for
the purpose of iInvestigating an
The
-|1. :"»1.|r:|. E'.”I'II H|:|_'-|t_|nf_ LT |r.|_' i |.'-

.|||<'a;|'|!|r'.|1|-g .'u-.|5. was that

{ FOUN ‘-h.l 1[':1 F.

The exhumation was made at the
hehest of the Equitable Life Insurance
Company and the Home Life
."|‘-'\| RCRATMEN W ]'I" II.I.I I sIFi II.:.:i % I\.I!'Ihi
thar a fraud was heing perpetrated
against them. A vear previous to Mrs.
Algers death Equitable had issued a

er life, and on 11

| podicy on |
JOTY an addinonal §50640 & dicy was
but Mrs.

Alger died before the application

apphied for with Home Lafe

conld be properly filed

While several people were suspect
i of parncipanon in the alleged
fraud, the primary suspicion fell on
the hushand, To protect his interest,
."Ll_'_;-:'l hired the law firm of
Macdonald and Fich of Stoufiville,
Macdonald and Fitch were also pres
ent at the exhumation and did every

thing in their poweEr o prevent it

Having failed thar they insisted than
'.i”f'l“‘r\‘”.rh':'ll \‘I'I‘“I\.I' I'b:' .|.I|i'l||-."\.| Tis

the post mortem, When interviewed

by the press Mr. Fitch firmly stated:

‘Mr. Alger 15 a perfectly innocent

1
man and this action of the authorines

to-d iy Lr dragy

ot :.';': rII!' Ill ":.'!: ol III-"\-

wilfe ot of the grave we eonsider a
scandal and an injustice to him.” On
the other hand he admited that there
WA I.IITII!I |II|¥|r'|!|'!. a Ce I|!'1I'|'r.|."!| (1]

raud the insurance « THT Py, bt

lient had no knowledge of it
-[.hl.' Ix B MUOTET CXamnatuom

proved that Mrs. "'l.l:_i-e'r died --r.|~|||

minary tuberculosis, or as i was then

called, consumpnion. The fraud claim

|||.."|_.;:'|| on who knew that she suffered

from this dread disease and when
they knew it

We know very lit
A per

family, Mary wasa

tle abowr the

member of one of the
oldest families in
Prickenng Township,
but Crenrpe was a
relatve newcomer,

g | |'||':. livedd i1 the
Sixth Concessiemn

of Pickening
Township, some
where to the west of
Brougham. They had
five children. 1o late
||||:|. Mirs, ."l.li._'.rr' left
with her mother and twio sons to visit

tricnds in Belleville. She was plan

but died on the 12th of

rd) Alpes

ning 1 stay for two weeks,

L upust

before she could returm. She was

41 years of age.’

statec] on the 1ith of
August thar Mrs,

Alger'’s death came as

While she had “not

been entirely robust
for some months ...
|she was sull] able w
attend to her house-
hold duties” While
down east she took

siiddenly il and her

II.":J‘\!'

nand was sum
moned, He '\I.I'!.'ll_'-l
about a week, but assurcd by the

atterhing doctor that there was no

The Pickering Newws

4 *Urprise Ty EVEryomne.

|‘|.1||_|_;-g t. he rerarned home v liok
.il.-.l r I\II“I"II'\"« \'1.' RO "..\'I I“'
ATV It }'al e, II“"|'|| ver, |I'|.||| II‘.'
recenved a telegram stating that his
wife was dying, and by the nme he
ATMve I! I"l.“'l\ mn I'{‘II: 'allil H?!I' I"u.l.ll

||.I'\-'\-l\.'.| aAway, "n:-ll-.llll:,; tis the News

|E'.L' |-l\.:|!'||.'l .II wWas a I.l r:_:<' onc.

In the month that followed, the
insurance company that held the poli-
Cy o '\1[«_ -‘l.|;_:|,-r-. lafe |l:'_|;.|.|| [ET] e E
witid that nuot eve r}!|||.:|_|; wias above
hoard in the applicanon for insur
ance. An agent named Salls, who
iises not stherwise figure in the
subseguent events, had the mater
investigated. In the course of that
investiganon the actoons of Dr.
Charles Henry Francey, of
Whatevale, in supporting insurance
.l]'ll?]l ALCHIS Camie into IlLII"\rII M.

The insurance company thereupon
recxamined all those policies in
which Dr. Francey had been the
|'\..|||i||||||:,_'| |||'| SECLAM, .||||I i .Illl'!'”l'll
a number of them. Dr. Francey,
fearing the scandal thar was
bound to erupt, ran off o Butkalo,
MNew York

legal process was initaated that

In the meantume the

led to the exhumation

A prehminary heanng « if the case
igainst Creorge Alger was held on 8
Movember at the Ontano Couney
Courthouse in Whithy befure Police
?"1-I:_L|"-tr.lh H;|||u_|.' The PrsEC Ui
was |.E. Farew -.'||. |‘:'.‘ e Ubntaras
Alger

was represented by T.H. Lennox ,

Counry's Crown Attorney

of Newmarket, and S.A. Jones, of
Toronto, By thes tme D, J"..ll'l(l.'].
||.|II refuirne II {11 [-.Ill.lti..l h-‘lll II'IJ_:
SeCUre IE l:'|||||||||||'-l |.Illr!|| |1-rll"\l:'|.'|.llilill'|
F'-rl.\1||||.||'-|1 for his promase b I:-L'\TI:Ifu'
against Alger, After heaning tesimo-
ny from several witnesses the magms-
erate committed Alger for trial on a

charge of having conspir ed wath Dir




Francey to defraud the Equirahle
Insurance Company.

In a relaved heanng, Alger,
Francey, and two insurance company
employess were charged with con-
spining to defraud the Home Life
Insurance Company., The result of
this hearing was thar Alger and the
Wi INSUFaNCe agents were to stand
trial in December.

For reasons not recorded in the
Pickering News the Grand Jury trial,
presided over by Mr. Justce
Faleombndge, did not occur unnl
March 1896, When it finally got
wnder way the two insurance agents
were dismussed and Alger alone was
left to face the charges, Farewell was
again the prosecutor, but the defense
was conducted by R.C. Clute, QC,
Afrer all the witnesses had testified
the judge made his charge w the yury
concluding with the comment that
“the charge was strongly against the
prisoner.” The yury took about an
hour and a half to deliberate and
returned a verdier of guilty. His
Lordship then thanked the jury for
their *just” decision and then pro-
nounced sentence upon the prisoner,
“Seven years in the Provincial
Penitentiary at Kingston,” intoned
the judge to a stunned courtroom,

Was qustece, indeed, served?

Was Alger the chief conspirator, or
even a party 1 the eonspiracy at all?
Even if guilty was the senence
appropriate?  The Piokeremg Neay
answered in the negative and | am
inclined 1o agree for the mest part.
Hur your be the judge.

Here are the facts in the case as
they were elaborated in the vanous
trials. The conspiracy began, it would
appear, when Henry Trull, an
Ckshawa agent for the Equitable
Insurance Company, visited
Whitevale and asked [, Francey fur

his assistance in finding people whi
might wish to purchase life insurance.
For his efforts Dr. Francey was to get
25% of the premimums.’

Ohne of the farms the two visited
was that of George Alger. Francey
was not expecting a favourable recep-
tion because Alger had previously
indicated a “prejudice agamst insur-
ance,” and, indeed, on this occasion
Alger wild them he was too busy 1o
discuss the issue. Francey claimed
that Alger later came o see him abour
taking out an insurance policy on his
wife. Francey's response was that
Alger’s wile's condition was such that
she was not an acceprable nsk. After
an examination he had determined
that Mrs, Alger was suffering from
consumprion and this he sad he
reported o Alger)

Having wild Alger thae his wife
was probably not insurable, Francey
went on tosay that if they could pass
her, a policy on Mes. Alger's life could
prove profitable for both he and
Alger. Alger suggested they put
through a peicy foor §50008, oof which
Francey would get $1000 afier Mrs.
Alger's death, Francey testified
that he suggested Equitable because iof
Mrs. Alger lived for more than a year
the policy would be incongestable, In
saying this he “knew that they had
committed a fravdulent Ace,” and
told Alger that if any guestions
arvse about the palicy no
claims should be pressed.

With this agreement in
hand Francey went ti see
Trull to get the necessary
forms. Francey testificd
that the “replies made to
the guestions in the
medical
l'rl'u {1 |
were in

AT CRsEs

false” He said that Mrs. Alger was
not a party to the fraud, but tha
Alger himself “was thoroughly aware
ofit.” In the course of prepanng the
apphication Francey upped the ante
o $7000, of which he would earry
the extra $2000 himself and pay the
premiums on that portion, Tnoorder
o divert suspicion, a palicy on
Alger's life was also applied for,

bur 1t was rejected

At a later nime, Dir. Francey, find-
ing himself in the Toronto office of
the insurance company, took a med-
ical certificate blank and filled it
out—rmmaking applicanon for a further
£5000 policy on Mrs. Alger from
Home Life." knowing thar Mrs.
Alger by this time refused o have
anything tw do with insurance,
Francey had her signamre forged.”

Somehow, after Mrs. Alger dicd,
the Toronee World learned of the
second policy and published an article
questioming its leginmacy. In
response to this Francey went to see
Alger's bank manager and then his
lawyers, MacDonald and Fitch. At
farst he demied doing anything wrong,
but eventually he admitted the whole
scheme, including the forgery, He
wanted Alger and the lawyers to back
out of the deal believing that the
insurance company would then have
no further interest,

The lawyers told Francey that
Alger had not been part of the deal in
the first place and that they were pre-
pared to press the elaim, Francey
then “begped them not wrake any
|g_-g;i| |'|l'| u.'q.'nlillﬂ_\. .m:l .'I\kl.'l.! I.f [hr}'
did that he be given a month o
enable him to dispose of his practice
and leave.” Fearing that he would be
caught in the mididle of a seandal

Francey then Mled wo Buffalo and
there waited “nll Alger
should come ta his

~
il B

e e il
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senses and give up all elaims.” When
he did rerurn it was under a safe-con-
duet, but who had granted ot him
he would mot reveal and the judge
allowed him o demur. )

In gving his testimony both ae o
preliminary heanng and at the trial,
De. Francey revealed how deeply he
was involved in the conspiracy. He
had led about Mrs. Algers condition,
he had falsified his medical report on
the apphcaton, he had had Mrs,
Alger’s name forged on the second
application, he erased from s
account books any entries thar might
ineriminate lhim, and he fled the
country when reports of a possible
scandal began w circulate. But with
regard i the conspiracy w frawd he
insisted he was not acnng alone.

Dr. Wilham E. Eastwesd, of
Claremont, was another witness in
the case. His testimony in part sub-
stantiated Dr. Francey and in part
incriminated him. He said thar as
early as the summer of 1585 he had
diagnosed consumption in the
deceased and had wld her hushand
and several of her relatives of her
condinon, In 18, Dr, Eastwoud

approached by the defendant 1o s
port an insurance policy he wanted to
take out on his wife, Alger wld him
that Dir, Francey had already
approved the policy. Dr. Eastwond,
not wanting to offend the family
agreed w recommend Mrs, Alger as a
nisk in the application, bur at the same
tme he notified the company thar he
was rejecting her. D Eastwond also
vestified thar Dr. Francey had falsified
information about Mrs. Alger’s physi-
cal conditon, and thar Alger had
asked him (Dr. Eastwonnd) o elaim

she died of preumonia if she died

before the full Year necessary to sub-

stantiate the policy. While Dir.

Easewinn] dies not secEm to 11:|l,|: I!_‘!L'I'I




a party to the frand conspiracy, i
strikes me that he could have saved
.Mgrr from later grich had he been
maore honest and forthright with him.

. lohn Fe P wn, of Toronto,
wiin had conducted the post-mortem
after the exhumation, gave testimony
as to his findings in his examination,
He said that beyond any doube death
was due o whercular consumption.
He was then asked if, in his apimion,
Dr. Eastwinsl had acted properly. He
respunicles thar he “thoughe that the
course of Dir, Eastwood was perfectly
justifiable under the circumstances in
which he found himsel £

When the defense was mounted an
the trial in March 15%, George Alger
was called as the first witness.
Essentially he denied knowing thar
his wife suffered from consump-
tion—thereby contradicting the vesti-
many of both Dr. Francey and Dr.
Eastwood. He also denied that he
was part of a conspuracy to fraud the
nsurance company of that he even
knew about the forged second appli-
cation o Home Life. He adamantly
insisted, in response o Farewell's
augstioning, that “in s mind ... s

j(w.]ﬁ in gowd health unnl a very
short time before her death,”

Tesufving on Alger’s behalf were a
number of his neighhowrs and rela-
tives." All of them swore on sath thar
they were unaware that Mrs. Alger
suffered all health until the Spring of
1895, in fact, several declared that she
was still cleaning house unnl May of
that year. Nellie Alger, the 18-year-
old daughter of the aceused and Mrs,
Alger, not only agreed with the above
restmony, but also declared thar she
was present when her mother had
been examined in May by Dr.
Francey. Francey, she said, wld her
mather that her lungs “were weak bur
not affected, and if she wok care of
herself for a year or two she would be
all nght.”

As difficulr as it 15 0 unravel the
truth ar the ime a crime 15 commitred
it is even harder looking back after
100 years and the only source 1s news-
paper accounts of the trial,
Momsrtheless, there are a number of
L‘I‘Il‘kt.‘l]‘lt’:’i that seem 1o poing o
Algers nnocence. Not only did his
neighbors and relatives testify that
Mrs. Alger remained active unul just

a few months before her death, but
even the FJ‘I'.&EI":HH News' H"‘“iF‘
columns—hefore the exhumation
tonk place—made reference to her
fulfilling her household duties.”

Although both Dr. Francey and Dr.
Eastwoaod testified that they had wld
Alger his wife suffered from con-
sumption, Francey later admitted thar
he had not recently communicated
that information to Alger. And even
if they had wld him that his wife
had consumption he may not have
realized the gravity of the condition,
especially since Francey himself said
she should recover.

There 15 no evidence, apart from
Francey's implication, thar Alger
intended frawd when he sought m
take out insurance on his wife. He
seems to have believed that she would
still live for many years. As o the
second application—the one complet-
ed i July 1895 — there 15 just as
much reason o believe that Alger was
unaware of its existence as there is to
believe that he conspired with De.
Francey to falsify the information.

It was, after all, Francey who filled
out the form (falsely), had the signa-
ture forged, and submirted it to an
insurance agent (who made no
attempt w verify the information).

And finally, had Alger konown the
apphcanons were frawdulent, would
he have been somnsistent upon mak-
ing a claim on them after his wife’s
death, especially after D Francey
admateed to has lawyers that the
applications were full of lies and
that one was even forged. Chnly
someone who believed he was acting
in good faich would sull want s
proceed at that stage.

The editior of the Pickering News,
much closer to the affair than we are
today, emphatically sided with Alger,
ancl argued that Dr. Francey was the
ome whes should be on tral. The News
published an editonal on the 15th of
Movember 1895, just as the second
day of the preliminary heanng was
getting underway. On day one of the
proceedings most of the weight of the
[estmany was directed agamst the
defendant George Alger, but the
News — whale not able to eommient
on Alger's complicity because the case
was still being heard — fele obliged o
comment on the role that Dre. Francey
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played. Because Francey, on his own
testimony, was guilty of insurance
fraud in this one case, all of those
policies im which he had been the
medical examiner were now open to
question, and the Toronto World
“officially and officiously announced,”
as the Aews pur it, that “proceedings
will be taken against other prominent
residents of Pickering.”

Whatever role others may have
fﬂafﬂ] in the insurance fraud, the
News proclaimed, the prime offender
was Dr. Charles Henry Francey.
“When one is examined for life insur-
ance, the doctor 15 all-powerful.....
Mo corruption, no swindle or any

diversions can be puit lhmugh without

Cormer aome froeg the Chrapow Charck, whiok
_fl'-ll'l'l:lr'-"ﬁ sood om Hhe cemclery grr.llr.mfs.

the connivance of a swandler physi-
cian.” The News was very harsh with
Dir. Francey. He was “from the firse
the hving prinaiple of whatever con-
spiracy of organized swindling may
be discovered i this distriet.... He
alone had so bad a conscience that he
fled the country.” He admitted lying
abowr Mrs, Alger's condition, that he
was to share in the plunder, and that
the application he prepared could nm
have been more dishomest, The News
concludes: “Dr. Francey may enjoy
immumity from prosecution but he
has not been granted the respect of
honest men. He has forfeited that
more completely than any other man
connected with these cases, for, be he
the arch-conspirator or not, he was,
by traiming and education in a
learned]-profession, more responsible
maorally tham any of his clients or
patients.” The Newys did not buy

I} Francey’s claim that he had been
ledd astray by Alger.

When the trial was over and the
sentence read out, the Pickermg News
i it tr}' to second Huess l|'p|,- iu r!.":.
decision of guile, but it did question
the severity of the punishment. It

predicted that aempts would be
made o shorten the term.” Indeed, 2
petition for carly release began as
early as the fullowing October! In the
end Alger served 19 months in the
Kingston Penitentary before being
released in November 1897, The
News commented: “The seven year
sentence was, when imposed, consad-
ered our of all proportion w the
charge, and his liberanon s generally
conceded w be proper an this early
dare.”™ Mot all agreed, however; some
Toronto papers groused about the
carly release, but the Nens made this
repoinder: “Ohnly thise who live in
Pickering township know how com-
plete and sufficicnt a punishment it is
tis be sent elsewhere for nineteen
months,™

A this point in time we have no
knowledge of what happened 1o
Alger and his family after his release.

Meates

1 The date of the exhumation e 15
Sepiemeher [X95. The ux men were.
Detective John Murrey, Dy fohn Ferguion,
and . Grorge A. Ringhan, of Torouro;
Chntarss Connty Cronn Anomey [
Farenwil and High Congable Calverly of
Wihichy; and Mr. Hiles, Pickering Vitlage's
nmidertaker. See Pickering News [PN] 17
Septernber 1895,

2 PN IS Seprember 1895,

3 PN 2 [uly & 16 Angust 1895,

4 The preleminary hearing vias reported fn
PN 15 & 22 Novemiber 1895,

§ The rrial was veporsed in PN 10 & 37
March 159,

6 Thes wais the armont ar staked in he pre

liminary hearing. Ar the Grand Jury tmial

v, Francey claimed it was only 205,

This oocnrred in December 189,

Thit war ia [uly 1895,

The forger was the wife af eirance agent

N.C. Rronm, O Dv. Frencey see the bracf

sate in T.E. Kairer (ed.). 1934, A History

of the Medical Profession of the County
of Ontario. €khawa: Mundy -Goodfeliou

Printing Co., p. I2.

160 This war alis the opimon of B, Hal
Hroum :hf.r.ﬁ.- London and Lancadhere
fusurnce Co,

11 They inclnded neiphbous Daarel Farryh,
Yazar Littlejokn, Alice Connor, Alphewr
Hooper, Willsam Hagerman, Charle:
Brodie and Alezonder Burell: Dv. H.H.
Alger (defendanc’s brather), Mary
Hebbserd (defendant’s mother-in-law), amd
Neflie Alger (defendans’s danghéer),

12 BN 26 July & 16 Angass 1895,

13 PN 2T March 189,

14 PN 27 Chctoder IO 14 May TH9T,

15 PN 12 Nocerber 1897,

16 PN 1% Noserber 1897,
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had firiched writing the previo
account of the Alger case when
Allen Mclaillieray the curator of
the Uxbridge-Scort Musewm
rfrndnced me ro the |'|'i"-r -’.'lf.ul.fll:'l'{'l:'.rl': '3
II'r.u"m Wilexars Mo ray. .'I-fu.-.l.n- { T84l
JW as J'.-lu'_.l'.rr f detective fo e
.J'lrl_f"H.Ier'rull by the Proviace |.!f'f.|'|u'rd.".'r.l.
|J'H|’.|r_l|l|'-|.||'?] Irlf.l-' I'JI'JIrII |rl|". dfnl;ﬁ i IIH-Ir"‘.Ir‘f
rous e nost farmon I|"1'.l.".'|:'.r.'r.'.JrJ i)
Canada. His editar wrote of kim: A
Frreless g eilganr b neper gave up
T i s, ‘-.rrrn' Y N '|Jr.ﬁ|'.| IJI*"JI"J I'.rlll..&ﬂl.
Pirvie 103 A J.{.'J.ft.‘.'-r crvnnisal detecton,
He e one of .".‘nf'_.f:'l i detectives in the
wworld to realize the importance of
.fimrlr-.-u.u.r-. Tt .l;ﬂu.l'.:u". haie am titofy
e rformed on murder pretong and o

regalarly have clothing and murder

J'f'rwwf (1] lrl.JJI' (1] .J'rJ_'.' |II.JF|:'I' :'lr.'rr' I.’h: ¥
:.ra."u.llr." contain, He shenr Botirs recon

stracting the enime, and i checking and

P T .i.'rg "m’g .u'!'nl'.'." d.l':lt.f FROTIEES. T:ﬁl:'.-'r'

procedures, comRan e, fere d reveld
tion i therr day.™

Murray’s Memunrs weve prubliched i
T'WH. They were written parily im first
perion when Murnay sows maruting, and
I|"...'|-|'."|. i pherd person w hern Ais :r.lll.fll.'.
Vietor Speer, soas adding his commen
fary., The Tiurl.l.'rr-Jr-'u.l':lur.'.-.".‘.'.'rgli'.TJ.'-'.'.
Cotling, later reprblished the Memorrs m
o poltires T9FT and 19800,

-lr;'r .'.|:|' " .H:'u-q '\ [l;r11-:|!|'\ .Il-.rrrr Tl
culled 1o Proker T T '.ra_-.llr.'.f‘ to e
crimes and br THg he Perpetrators fo i
froe. ;Jf.lf L g 1.||rﬂ'fnlI [ !'JJIrI".rJI J.n’lrr’!
|||.|'.'|'.|l .rJf.'fnl‘f-:'r i) f{] I'?‘]'l.]: i IRl e fﬂ'].‘l.ll
write abowt this cuse m o future wine,
The ather was the Alger frawd case,

As we have sard above we belicve m th
instance Murray went .Jﬂ'r'l the HTONE

man. However, the outcome for Merray

S ST .--.,_lfj-;f FiF J'.l'!u]' HEI:' ..n'ﬂa'.'.'jll"?:'dr
.fr.:m!' u_.r FHTARCE COFMPARES ad
:.fm-.;rr; . fr nf-'r'.'mn. |'Elh'rl'f'l eF, n‘.'.u
fn';'f.-l:;_rq- F.':;';'r foas ot the maitermind
af a y.l._.-mf' i r..r.l_.lrl.'r.:q Y i h’:r Ferpprl -'J"
1. Fruncey, on the other hand, who
may have had a pait i several frowd
atternpis, was free to carry ks mivadeedy
o awather focdtion,

We reproduce below Murray onm
P leaa el --_'_I'.n'l:lr l.':u.:'l cuse side-fy-snde
cwiih the full texi rJ_.".I'J:I.:' COIrReriary
Iy the edetor of the Pickenng News on
the comparative roles of George Alger
and Dv. Charles Francey.

Nuoes
I John Wilson Murray, Memarrs of a

Great Canadian Derective (Toronti:

eoexparts chenically sested for agns of

Caollins, 1977), p. ix.

GEORGE ALGER'S GRAVEYARD POLICY

rom John Wilson Murray, Memonrs

of o Great Conadian Detective: Tncidents

i the f,.r_ll'éf u‘f.}r.»lrrr Wilkon "Jlrm}'

{Toronto: Collins, 1977), pp. 157-189.

ﬁ[;ur:.ani insurance is a8 old as the insurance of

life itself. On a small scale it 18 practsed year after year
with varying degrees of success. Occasionally a bag raud
15 planned on the insurance companies; but the larger
the amount invelved, the less apt the plan is to work
out. In Canada, however, in the year 1895, a scheme o
mulct the insurance companies out of many thousands
-~|-J|l||4n Wil 1,'||J.',i|:[rl'r|.| and was trﬂinl‘lin;ﬂ o maten -
alise, when it was detected and broken up. A number
of persons doomed 1o die were insured by fraud and
misrepresentation, through a consparacy invelving
agents of some companics.

“The case that brought the whole conspiracy o col-
lapse was bocated in the wwnshap of Pickering, in the
county of Ontario, ten miles from Whithy, the county
seat,” savs Murray. * A farmer, named George Alger,
and his wife lived there on a fine, bag farm. Mrs. Alger
was a delicate woman. In the same neighbourbond lived
[3r. Charles Henry Francey, who was medical examiner
for a number of insurance companies, one of them
being the Equatable, In 184 Alger and Dir. Francey
effectedd an insurance on the life of Mrs. Alger in the
Equitable for $7,000, and on July 11th of the next year
application was made for 85,000 in the Home Life. The
application was approved, as it was regular and
favourable, owing 1o the conspiracy, Before the policy
could arrive Mrs. Alger was dead. She died on August
13th, 1595, and, while she lay in her coffin in the par-
lour, the 85,000 policy on her hife came to her hushand.

*Alger set out to collect the insurance. An action was
hepun, and finally came o trial in Toronto. In the
meantime the Home Life policy, so closely connected

e e e, ————————— ]

with her death, led w0 an investiganion. | had the body
of Mrs. Alger exhumed in Brougham cemetery, and
had it examined by Dr. Ferguson and D, Bingham,
They found death had been due to consumpaion. She
had been all for several vears | learned from others,
Alger went on the stand in the tnal in Torento, and
gave evidence clearly contrary to the facts, | was satis-
focid there was a conspiracy afoot. | arrested ham and
toake i o W'|||||1:.. where he was commated for tnal
for consparacy, D, Francey, whe had acted in the dual
il I1..|E'i1_'!| II{I”{‘IIWJI CXAMMINCT I-I'I lhr INSUrANCe COfm I"ul'
nies and Alger's phyacan, had left the country. He
went to Buffalo. After staying there some nme | located
hilﬂ a n';! W ill m. I||'|II |'|I' wWas I"r\IIJI.II'II o retilrm .I.rll.i
give evidence under the protection of the Crown, When
||‘1|\ ||.|d |'r('rn .||:u-r||]1||'\i|n|, it \.illil'-llrll.'li I!hr l.'l.]'llllr
matter. We needed Francey to prove other cases

“We showed at the tral of Alger that Dr. Eastwood,
in 1888, had examined Mrs. Alger, and had wld Alger
that his wife had consumpaion and would die in a few
years, if she did not have a change of climate, The years
passecd, Mrs. Alper grew worse. Her hushand sat by as
she coughed her hife away, and as the end drew near
ook out insurance by fraud and then waited for her o
die. It must have been a pleasant household where this
weak woman sat suffocanng day atter day, cach day
besng harder than the day before, while the man with
the bag farm and perfect health sat quietly by, wainng
for her o smother to death so that he could grow ncher
by her dying! His so-called friend came and went, bus
the woman was keft v die. lnstead lrl-u':lilllltp: her to the
mountains of o California to live, as he could have
1{rmr'. lll" ﬂrfl!l_‘llhl i !l.rr ||-r.1'|h, L'hr.l:l!il'l}_" ]Irr il'l hrr
life and endeavouring o cheat the companies by her
death. But, by the ireny of fute, after lingering so many
suffering years, she died too soon. She was very panent

and brave duning her agony and endeavoured 1o make
her hushand as little trouble as possible. She never
anl.\' 1l|,h'i\. l.'il[.l:i:llj.

*Alger was tried in March 18%, and was convicted
and sent o Kingston for seven vears. D Francey not
only testified against Alger and revealed the entire LIA
tardly phot, but admitted his own part in it and
acknowbedped he was a rascal. He confessed also thar
he had acted with equal dishonesty in a number of
other instances. There was considerable excitement over
the revelatons.

“The result was a wholesale overhauling of 2 num-
ber of policies, The Equitable cancelled two policies on
the life of A_E. Thornton of Whitevale; a policy on the
life of Danald Beaton, a policy on the life of |.H. Besse,
and a policy on the life of James Sadler, of Greenwood,
(ther eompanies cancelled other policies and the con-
spiracy collapsed,

“Wicholas L. Brown, an Chntano agent of the Home
Life, came to me and told me hinw: he got into it He got
off. Joseph Hortop, agent for the Ontario Mutual
Associanion, also got off. In the tral of the case, Crown
Attorney Farewell prosecuted, while Alger was repre-
sented by G, Smith Macdonald, T, Herberr Lennax, .
Russell Fitch, and S, Alfred Jones. The case marked the
end in any concerted efforts in the Provinee to mulet
the insurance companics on an extensive scale. Alger's
seven yvears stands as a powerful dererrent w others. D
Francey left the Province. He went up into the North
West, and later | heard he was practising medicine in
the western part of the United States.

“Mrs. Alger developed consumption in 1588 and
died in 1895, That was seven years of suffening. Alge
went to the penitentiary for the same length of nme—
SeVEN years.”



LIFE INSURANCE TROUBLE

From Fi

N |:'.:|' r

t 15 not the privilege of a
NEWSPAper [0 COmmEent too
freely upon any case that s
hefore the courts, and so we
refrain from saving some
things that maght well be said in
regard o the crown proceedings at
IIJur|1|l|:1:|' agamnst L IR E. .H_ﬂt’l’
cha
Hut as the Taronte World has officially

d with trying to defraud,

or officiously announced, in apparent
behalf of Government deteenive

Juhn Murray, that proceedings

will be taken against other prominent
residents of Pic L::rl.n:.:_ wWe 1.|_-|_'|

at hiberty ton discuss this phase of

the question—action not having

been actually be
The Warid of Samrday adroitly
handles this matter, following up the
threar that other arrests would be
maile in 3 few davs, with the state
ment that Mr. Broughall, of the
Egaurable Life stated thar his compa-

'L] cancelled a number of policies

{mving the names of the insured).

The same paper had a hst of local
agents who were interested in the
affair. The inference intended o be
conveyed, apparently, 1s that these
persons are e be proceeded agamnst,
or at least that those of them who had
their policies cancelled had obtained
lhl'll Irl‘\llril.l:ll.l'|rl:q|r1|]'"'|1!|,

We all know, however, that certain
INsurance companies reserve and
exercise the r1g!1!. without in manmy
cases stating any cause, to cancel pol
cies and return such premiums as
have been paid. Dr. Francey was the
medical examiner in all of the above
cases, and the Equitable company, in
view of its SUSPIEIHIS 11 the .-'||.|-rl‘{-r
CalsC .|r|.|.i 1 vaew IFI- I'.I.'Irl.l l'!« I'\ .||!'|'|||"¢
siuns in regard wo thae case, no dioubr
fell into an indiscriminate panic and
cancelled all policies with which the
l]'l'\l.'fl'l]ﬂl'll |!||| ] 4 I'I.'II\.I .III:I comnnes
tion. We are not afrasd o predice

the Croown will hesitate to pro

L Eainst llll.' PETSINNS &40 mentioned

and against other persons whose

names are being noised abour so
freely, as having conspired to swindle

INFUTATNCC CLIT P rines,

Mo man, unless he be confined
bed with death closing 1n upon him,
can tell how long he may live, or
what his pains or ills may ru,'.|||:|.'
amiount tn, The CONSUmpLve,
even as he grows worse
and waorse gains confi-
dence and fancies that
he s recovening. A
man depends upon
his doctor, The
Liovernment
impases doctors
upon us, s0 that
EVErY Year we arc
Ut musre and muore at
the mercy of the med-

ical pr wfession and
Jokn E

Lrl.n-'.'.' ]l:u .1|11t rru ||-P-
We
are not allowed to prescribe for

ouer eiwen biwlies,
each uther—we are encouraped to
Enow nothing of each other's health,
We must call in a doctor; we must

b lieve 1 hom,

When one is examined for life

Favererll { 1EH)-1921)

{degaria Comry Crogw Arivras

of a swindler physician.

[, |"|.|r|.|'1'!. has been from the first
the living principle of whatever con
spiracy or orgamzed swindling may

be discovered in thas district.
His oown evidence is suffi
cient o warrant this
statement. Thercfore
we mchne to the
apinion that the
Corown, as it pro
ceeds with s
researches, will
hecome so con
Ving I'Ii II’. |J'||"¢ .IF:IIi S0
shamed at having
granted immunity from
F"n BOCUTIOn
to the prime offender,
that it will abhandon
the matier.

[Dr. Francey came voluntanly hack
L{1] f-..|.|1.|-=|.| .||:|-.| Wwas nok ||||!1|: |_|i [ (1]
COfne ||'I. El ]_;I,I.l:l'.u'l[l:_'l; |.-!- |:r4|1L'|.'I1r||:i.
This statement 15 defimitely made and

there 18 o reason to doube e Why

« TER,Coan
Bolicitor. Court

ouse, Whitby.

E. FABEWELL Q. C., BARRIS.

and Oounty

Aﬂnnlq
10-y

insurance, the doctor is all-powerful.
He can pass one or he can reject one,
The i||1|!. |!1|I}' that |1|,'1.u-|-. £5 LN |:|'|1'
apphicant 15 to abstain from Iying as
his past. All other responsibilities
rest upon the duetor, Mo CORFRUEION,

no swindle or any diversions can be

put through wathout the conmivance

was an ofder of Protec ton j;r.|:|11|:|[
him while his doings were uninvesn
gated and the extent of s guilt
unknown?® He alone had so bad a
conscience thar he fed the country.
Mo others ran away., He now admits
that he knew Mrs, Alger b be dying

when he cernlied 1o her sound

BEDROOM SUITS sd $18.

PARLOR SUITS,
BXTENBSION TABLES and

HILTS & DILLINGHAM’S

Furviturs Establishment is replols wilh tha lstesl styles in

CHAIRS of all deseriptions.

Wa hive & Lol of séw siyles in Pioturs Framings on band.

UNDERTAKING : Our U
Coffina

i..'-u--uim.

and Cuakels in all sises constanily on band,

Ilillililﬂllllll
Iﬂlil.-

HILTS & DILLINGHAM, Pickering.

15

health; that he was to share in the
plunder; that the application pre
pared by himself and the prisoner
was no honest, that he “could not
imagine anything more dishonest.”
But he represents himself as being led
astray by the prisuner,

If there are other cases—if the
||[hrf ]'I |I.|.'|l"| l'ullll.‘l'll['d dIC O Weoere
dishonest, does he pretend to say that
.-‘l.!:,;l':r went about 'Ig'.|-.||r|; him astray
in all parts of the H-\'L'II'!IIIE". or dlud
every man he meet lead him aseray?
I5 1t noot easier to behieve that he was
the conr FUPL Persin, sInee s much of
his insurance business has v be can
celled? Dir. Francey may be a Crown
witness, bue he presents a sorry spec-
tacle. He was apparently prepared o,
at least “share in,” any scheme o
swindle insurance companies, yet
(LY hl':]'l 1||M.-§”¢I"':¢ E]Irl':l[!"l'ﬂ- III!I'I III\
cowardice proves phenomenal.

It will et be forgutten by the
trained judpes hefore whom these
CASE% MAay CENmeE, :I1.|r i'll.' 1% l.'lﬂ”r'-\tilg
more through fear rather than because
oof repentance. 1t remaims for judge
and yury o decide what value may be
put upim his evidence, where hitherto
honorable men are besmirched in
We all

desire 1o see the guilty punished.

character by his testimaony.

If, however, the prime offender in
these cases 15 allowed o escape
through a hasty promise of safery
;:r.‘ml:1'-.| him before II1<' I-.|.|.I:-. WwWere
known (betore the case fell into the
hamnds of the Crown and was vet but
a civil aenon) it will not vend o
increase popular respect for the
process of law. It may suit the insur
ance compantes to catch or ver rity the
sprats, but the Crown admimsters
justice o all.

Dr. Francey may enjoy immunity
from proscoution but he has not been
granted the respect of honest men,
He has forfeited that more complete
|:. !||.|.|:: any isther man e ifec e |
W llh !|'||'\|. CASER, I.nr, I'lr |'||,' r|'|1_' .lr\'h.
conspirator or not, he was, by rrain-
ing and education in a learn|ed |-pro-
fession, more re'*.|h|11\.1|1'|l_' maorally

than any of his clients or panents,
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MAKING OUR OWN HISTORY

+ +

o far the PTHS has looked

it few historc trades. But

in June 2003, we had Ray
Fugeman, a longnime clock- and
watchmaker address us on the fune
(4L )] '|r.1r|'|'|l.'|'||1'l..|"'a im rh! OOV FSe JIIII‘I'.'\
ey froam the sundial r||r|-||_:;|| the
hiur _.1|.|‘.'\. Tin i||:,1|r.1| clicks and warch
e Asa Liveryman of the Worshipful
‘ .'|||||'-.|||:| |"|.: .!|!.1\||.'..|.1¢.':'r"¢ 1||. I.' |r'.li|'||.
E'.IEAI.LI'I-\.I. and a former -:'||||‘\|||1_|.-:'-.' inf
Hamilton Warch Canada and the
Elgin Warch Ci umpany, Fugeman is a
mine of informanon about clocks and
"-"-.Irl..hl"\ .|||'1 i'||||||'.l1.||i-||1|':' oer |E":|'
years. Fugeman was gracious enough
to comment on the history and manu
Facture of clicks |llullr".||'. |l'. memibers

to the mectng for his analysis.

We began our seventh year in

September with Brendan O'Brien,

author of Speedy Juasce: The Tragic
Lasr Voyage of Hiz Mapeity's Vessel
I'lf\"rn"'.. Ir 180, the .'\'Il"\;r'.-.'"1 . under
Laptain Thomas Paxton, |||u.'||]l|'.| red
in a storm off Presquiile Peninsula
with twenty persons aboard. The

~|||!.l was bound for Neweastle (2 new

[own I'H'I1'IF established at Presgu iled

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

4

Board of Directors:

I I"II‘“I.II.II'L Illl."‘-l'jl nis;

IIII"‘-'. e

Viee President:

Membership Secretary:
Treasurer
\dvocacy & Preservation Chaor:

Pubhicanons Char:

Recording & ¢ ||rr-'~|u|'.=..||11:_; wecretary:

Editor:

John Sabean

Editorial Assistans:
lohn Cormer
Tom Muohe

lushn Caormier
Hands O Art & Diesign

l}r\iﬂl!l:

Pathmaster 1s the newsletter of the
Pickering Township Historical
Society and s ssued quarterly:
September, December, March, and
June. Address correspondence o
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Temporarily vacant

where an alleged murderer was o be
f
tricd. Mot only the prisoner, but also
the |I.'.|J,_',|'. the Solicitor-Gieneral of
|.|}-p: r Canada, the defence counsel,
and a number of witnesses were
among those who lost thewr hives in
this early trapedy of the Vil

provaince,

{ dur Olctoher \I.'!'.II‘\I'I was now fre
quent visiter Paul Arculus whi had
just completed his book on the history
of the Markham Gang: Mayhem io
Miurder, This story continues o fasa

nate us because of the number of

Pickering connections to the gang’s
ICTIVITEES. -F-I".I.' I!I ‘-I'('I'I-CI-II'['I ||r-'\|."n|:'|.||

of the vietims of the gang still reside

i this area. e ol onr CosnseErvabon
areas once served as the site of one of
the pangs hideouts. And one of our

hamlets 1s named after a prominent

member of the gang.

When we invited Rob Leverty of the
Cintaro Historical Society wo be our
November speaker—uon the subject of
preserving histone cemetenes—we
had nav sdea how popular this nopic
wonild be. Rob tald us how he and
the CYHS have been struggling for a
number of years to prevent the dese
cration of old cemeteries o make way
for new devels pmenis. The cost aof
defence has been high, not only in
muoney, but also in time and energy,
bt they have made some nistahle
siiccesses. | here ane & number of
peopie in Pickening and Ajpax who
would hke o make sure our herr—=¢
cemetenes are profec tedd as well .

F1r-||_wr|'r cared for.

¥ Arcy Jenish, our December
speaker, presented a succinct
summary of his lavest book Epi
Wanderer: Daerd Thompion and the
Mapping of the Canadian West,

A much-neglected explorer and
r||.||l|'||.||-.r'1. 'F'||u|||;1'\-n-l1 may he
finally gering his due with this

firse full ||:;|1Fl|| |'|-:|:.:r.a|1|1l._
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