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The first settlement in Upper Canada, except Ior the French
one on the Detroit River, was at Nlagara, in 1780, At the other
end of the colony, from the eastern boundary to the present
Brockville, settlement by Loyalists went forward rapldly. In
1787 they petitioned Deputy Postmaster-General of Canada Hugh
Finlay, at Quebec Clty, for post offices in the new districts,

Two years later post offlces were opsned at Cornwall, Matllda
(later called Iroquois), Augusta (renamed Prescott after the 1812-
1L War), Kingston, Niagara, and Defroit, still held by the PBritish,
Kingston was as far west as the regular wll couriers ran,., - There
were occasicnal malls by bateau on the St,Lawrence and in the
"Ying's ships" on Lake Ontario during the navigatlon season, There
was also one "express" each winter, for mllltary dispatches and
the convenience of merchants, Mrs, Simecoe, wife of Upper Canada's
first Lieutenant-Governor, describes 1itv as travelling on snow-
shoes via O:wegn and the south shore of Lalte Ontarlo to Nlagara,
then by way of the north shore of TLake Erie to Dztrolt. The
expedition usﬁélly left Montreal in January, and proceeded at
about_lSImilés a.day on a Journey of at least three months.

Postage was charged for by the sheet, welght and dilstance,

Iy singlé sheet of paper welghlng less than a half ounce would be
carried up to 60 miles for 4id, Halifax currency, approximatély
equal to 4d, sterling, While the dollar was worth lUsh.&d.
sterling, in Halifax currency the dollar was divided into 5sh.1l04d,
Tf the distance was from 60 to 100 miles the rate was Td,, between
100 and 200 wmiles 9@., and for every 100 miles extra above that
2d, was added, If with this sheet or single letter a plece of
paper was enclosed, it was called a double lebter, and postage

was doubled, A treble letter consisted of more than two sheets,

under an ounce, Thne prepayment of postage was not compulsory, and
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very few dild so, If th:z postage was paid when the letter was
handed into the post office the postmaster wrote in the amount
paid in red, 1f unpaid, in black inik, Later in addition to the
red value the prefix "paid" was introduced. All letters addressed
overseas had to have postage prepaid to the port of departure,
to the United States paid to the "lines" (frontiler). A local
city rate of 1ld, per single letter also came into use,

By 1797 Simcoe had left Upper Canada, and Feter Russell
was its Administrator from York. On Septenber 6 he wrote to
the Lieutenant-Qovernor of Lower Canada, General Robert Frescott:

"I peturn Your Excellency my thanks for your ready
attention to my request respecting the transmlssion of public
letters for this province, and I have no doubt that I shall in
futﬁre receive them more regularly in corzequence, The letters
for private individuals had better I fhinx be referred to the
consideration of the legislature, which bty estaﬁlishing a small
inland grnvincial postage, and appointing proper posthouses for
thelr being delilvered 1t may secure a more certain delivery to
the persons to whom they are addressed, than the present practice
of leaving them at the bars of taverns, or on the counters of
shopkeepers, .I have however to request of Your Excellency to
recommend to H&. Finlay to order a2 separate bag for York, zgainst
the next-winﬁer éxpress; and if he has not already determlned
upon a postmaster for that town, I beg leave to recommend Mr,
William Willcocks a merchant there, who offers to undertake the
management of the business for his own beneflt and that of the
community."

A year later Willcocks became postmaster, when York post
office was established. It became the nearest post office to
Pickering Township, whose survey seems o have been completed,
with a few settlers located, before 1796,

Ebove the bank of Duffin's Creelt on the north side of
the future Kingston Road had been the location of a plonszer
shanty where lived an Irlshman called Duffin, who had cleared

a Tfew acres, but who llved mainly from fishing and hunting, By



- 3 -
the time Augustus Jones ran the Township boundary linesin
1791 he seems to have disappeared, However, Duffin's Creel
not only became the name of the stream, but was for many years
the ccﬁmon name of the village which alfterwards came into belng.

Hugh Finlay was succeeded at Quebec as Deputf Fo;tmaster-
General in 1800 by Ceorge Heriot. Herlot wrote to British
Undersecretary of State Freeling on March 6, "His Excellency
General Hunter has proposed to me the establishment of a regular
post by land from Montreal to York; with this view people are
employed in worklng from the Bay of Quinte to that place a rua&.f
In the winter of 1800-01 monthly cﬁuriers began to cover the -
route from Kingston to Niagara during the winter, a development
made posglble by the opening of the Danforth Road from Kingston
'to Ancaster. This was only a bridle path through the wilderness,
enough only fo: a courier to traverse on foot.

William Allan became postmaster of York in 1807, holding
“the post until 1828, On January 4, 1809, in the York Gazette,
he announced that the mall from Quebec would be dispatched for
Upper Canada in the first week of each month during the winter,
and might be expected to arrive in York 16 to 18 days later,
Westward from Kingston the route was usually covered by an
Indian courler, .

The first considerable influx of settlers to Picker'ing
Tovmship dates from around 1810, Timothy Rogers, a native of
Vermont, located a company of Quakers scuth and east of Plckering
village, Among hls varlied activitles was the establishment of
a mill, probably the first there, in 1807. In 1810 a fortnightly
service was arranged between Montreal and Kingsteon, the following
year contlnulng to Hiagara via York.

In 1815-16 & weekly service was inaugufated between
fontreal and Nlagara, tages carried the mall from Montreal to
Iingston, 1t was then taken by sall or on horseback to Nlagara,

There were only elght post offices in Upper Canada in 1815,
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Important developments occurred in 1816. George Herlot was
replaced by Daniel Sutherland, the postmaster of Montreal, as
Deﬁuty Postmaster-General, The opening of the Kingston Hoad
to York in the autumn enabled a more extensive service than
possible on the Danforth Road,

The flrst paa§ office in the county, opened 1in 1823,_wa5
Whitby, but at Hamer's Corners, 1} mlles east of the later
centre of Whitby., It was run in connection with a general store
kept by John and Willlam Warren. It was the only store and the
only post office between York and Port Hope. When it was
proposed to establish a post office at Duffin's Creek, the
Whitby postmaster protested on the grounds that he could do all
the postal business for the surrounding townshlps and have plenty
of time to spare,

By 1827 there were 65 post offlc=s in Upper Canada. To
these the mail-was usually taken once or twlce & week, by stage-
coach along the "front", by courier to the outlying "back"
townships, Letters with postmarks up to thls time are haéd to
find, a3 much mail was carried privately, because of the hlgn
rates of postage, or lack of official service. Even when sent
through the public malls, postmasters often applled or wrote
no markings on the front, unless prepald, when they might write
the amount pald at most, often omitting to put 1n the name of the
post office and the date. |

_ In 18287Daniel Sutherland was replaced by Thomas Stayner as
Deputy Postmaster-General, at Quebec. In 1828 William Allan was
replaced by J.S.Howard as postmaster at York.

With the fuller settlement of Pickering Township and
the gaining importance of the Klngston Road, the wvillage of
Duffin's Creek began to take form, The first recorded event In
1ts history is the opening of the post office in 1829, with
Francis Leys as postmaster, The post offlce was called Pilckering
after the township, right from the beginning. Leys was a

Scotsman who had come out some years earller, and was one of the
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most prominent figures in the towmship for a quarter of a
century. - His house was half a mile east of the present village
centre,

On January 14, 1834 Acting-Deputy Postmaster-General
J.Thomson wrote from Quebec to York postmasier Howard: "Having
received.intimation from Mr. Francls Leys P.l. at Plckering of
his intention to resign on 5th April next, will you be so good
as to say whether you are acquainted with anyone residing at that
place whom you can recommend as his successor." Leys must have
‘changed his mind, because he was to remein as postmaster of
Pickering intoc the next decade,

.Back in 1831 William Lyon MacKenzie had written In his
newspaper and to Deputy Postmaster-General Stayner about the
necessity for more post offices in the b ck country away Ifrom
the Lake, Writing from Quebec on October 11 of that year Stayner
discussed with York postmaster Howard which new post offices should
be opened, He céncluded: "I shall write to Leys for information
respecting the proposed offices in his Rear,but am aware that
postmasters in trade do not wish to see post offices multiplied
in the neighbourhood,” Tt was not until five years later that
the first FOSU offices ﬁway from the Front of the county were
-established, at Ercughaw, hqe&nridge, Brock (later Sunderland),
and.Beavertun.

In 1832 Henry Howell emigrated from Ireland and settled
on 1at.15 Concession 5, carrying on sawmilling and mercantile
business in the following years on Spring Creelc, Elder George
Barclay came from Scotland in 1816 to lot 16 concesslon 6, and
devoted much of his time to religlous work. It was he who

Sl

pecame postmasier in 1836 when Brougham post office, named after
Lord Brougham, was established, not Nicholas Howell, as the
standard histories state, The 1837 Quebec Almanac lists Raveren
George Barclay as postmaster of Brougham,

ii1s oldest son took a rather active part in the 1837

Rebelllon, so it i1s not surprising that he was then replaced as
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postmaster., It was then that Nicholas Howell became post-
master of Brougham, at Howell's Hollow., Around 1850 Richard
%gﬁr;became postmaster, and Brougham post offlce moved to his
farm a quarter of a mlile north of the corners, Afver him it was
always kept at general stores at the corner of the present
Highway 7 and the Brock Road, The first store had been opened
there in 1835 by William Bentley, and the place was known for a
tine_as Bentley's Corners but Brougham replaced 1t with the
removal of the post office to that corner.

Even before there was a Claremont, the stone bullding
at the south west angle of the 9th concession line and the Brock
Road already stood there. Erected in 1847 on the farm of John
Hamiltdn, shortly afterwards Thomas Noble, an Irishman, rented
the store and 5egan selling to the settlors. The place bhegan
to be called Noble's Corner. John C.Michell had already slnce
1844 conducted a business on the east side of the Brock Road,
about half a mlle south.

Avout 1850 the commnilty decided that it could no longer
do without postal service, and they began to look for a name
for the new post office that.wés to be, oOuggestions were not
lacking, one_qf.the most striking being Salubrious. Cne
suggested by Willlam H,Michell met with most favor, Some years
earlier his uncle, Mr, Watkins, who at That time had owned the
Hamilton farm, erected a house on it which, remembering a 1ittle
village either near Londonorin France, according to different
accounts, he had named Claremont Cottage. IHMicheil's suggestion
was tﬁat the name Claremont be glven to the new post offlce and
embryo village, It #as so named, and Thomas Noble became in
1851 the first postmaster of Claremont.

In 1851 the Post Office Department came completely under
Canadlan cﬁntrol, postage stamps were introduced, and there

began & tremendous expansion of the number of post offlces, as
: = »
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poatal rates were drastically lowered,

. At the time when the nucleus of Greenwood began To
form on the 6th concessilon, in lots 11 and 12, it was imown
as Norwood, but by the time 1t got a post office 1T had
become Greenwood, derived from the Greens, its most prominent
businessmen, In 1840 an Englishman named Matthew Cockerline
constructed a mill on Duffin's Creelc there, Frederlick Green
purchased it in 1843 and built additions. In 1847 the Howells of
Howell's Hollow erected another mill in Greenwood, but Green
became the proprietor of both mllls,

Wnen a daily mail was established from Wnitby to Brooklin
and across to Brougham, a post office was opened in 1852 at
Greenwood, probably kept in the original store, a long, low
frame bullding on the south west corner.

| ;n the early days of staglng along the Kingston Road
the east hill above the Rouge River crossing became one of the
stations where the horses were changed, and as such attained
prominence, A sawmlll was established on The west bank of the
river, and on the high ground on the east side two hotels,
while at a general store kept by R.Playter in i852 Emmanuel
Playter became the first postmaster of Rouge Hill,

#t Frenchman's Bay, as the products of the mills and
farms became greabter, doclks were bullt at the north end, and in

1843 work was begun on deepening the channel into Lake Cntarlo

et

so that larger ships could use it., With the gr wth of shipping
and doek facllities, Dunbarton came info being on the Kingston
Road. William Dunbar had settled there in 1831, John Parker
cama to Dunbarton in 1851 and opened the first general store.
In 1852 he was appointed 1ts first postmaster,

Joseph lonkhouse came from England in 1849 and began
storekeeping on the ndrth boundary road of Pickering Township
in lot 29 the followlng year. In 1853 Altona post office

opened there, with him as postmaster,
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Abraham Brown, a Quaker, came from New England in the
opening years of the 19th century. He was the first postmaster
of Brownt!s Corners, at the corner of the Lth concession raad and
the 2nd sideroad, changed to Audley in 1856,

In 1855 wés opened Kinsale post office, wilth John
Falrless running 1%, at the south west corner of whet is now
‘Highway 7 and the 2nd siderocad, In 1858 was established Balsam,
at the south east corner of the 9th concession road and the 4th
sidercad, Robert Dodds being postmaster, with general merchant
Robert Fhippen assistant postmaster.

At VWhltevale, on the 5th concession road, the first
mill on the West Branch of Duffint's Creek, was built by John
Majorin the 1820's, so the éarly community was called Majorville,
Later it owed so much of 1ts development to Truman P.White thﬁt
1t took lWnitevale as its postal name, The village really began
in 1855, when Donald McPhee opened the first store and Whilte
bullt a grist wmill, Thomas Burton, proprietor of the Mazjor Hofel,
became the first postmaster of Whitevale around 1860, lMcPhee in
1863,

In 1861 general merchant Isazc Turner opened Bangor post
office at the south west corner of the present Highway 7 and
- sideroad 28.-*Bangcr moved a half mile easf to the north west
corner of the 26th siderocad in 1869, when John Percy became
postmaster. Too close to Green Rlver and Brougham, 1t closed in
1871, .It was the only post office in Plckering Township which
did not last until the introduction of rural mall delivery.

‘Atha post office was opened at the 8th concession road anﬁ
the 28th sideroad in 1863, and with each posimaster was on a
different side of that corner, In 1865 Port Union post office
came into being where the west boundary road is crossed by the
railway near the Lake, with track foreman Henry L,Pullen an
other ralliwaymen as carly postmasters,

The first businessman In Green River was Eenjamin

Doten, who in 1847 established a wagon and blacksmith shop there
’ & D .
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in 1857 William Barnes buillt a sawmill, n
1870. Edward and John Smith in the early 1870%'s purchased

the sawmlll, They built a store on the north slde of what is

now Highway T, west of the West DBranch of Duffin's Creek, and
were instrumental In securing fthe opening of a post ofilice

there in 1869, The name Green River was chosen at a meeting
called by them to choose a fitting designation,

James lMcCreight settled in 1834 just norta of the corner
of the 3rd concession road and the 30th sideroad, which was to
become Cherrywood, named at his suggestion aiter the village
he came from, Its post office was opened in 1872,

Three gquarters of a mile east of Dunbarton along the
Kingston Reoad was Liverpocl Market, named in the days when 1i¢
was hoped that Frenchmant!s Bay would one day rival the great
Fnglish seaport. In 1876 Liverpocol Markat post office was
established at its corner with the 22nd sideroad,

With 1ts opening, a2ll but two of the post offices
eztablished in Pickering Township before the coming of rural
mail delivery had been established. Wpen in 1884 Ross Johnston
wrote in the Whitby Chronicle under the pseudonym "the Traveller"
apout his journey through the county, he mentloned some of them,
From Kinsale-ﬁe ﬁrcte on December 17: "Mr, B.Wetherall is the
acccmndating postmaster, and a good deal of his time 1s consumed
in attending to the dutles of his offlice, for which he recelves
hetWEen 30 and 40 dollars, Is 1t not a grand thing that the
office 13 not elective, Vhat a pull there would bs between
contending parties, and what spoil would fall into the hands
of the victor."

The same month he wrobte from Greenwood: "I learned o

e

wy surprise, {rom lMr, Burton (postmaster at Green River) that he
receives from the government, in return for his services, fthe
sum of 524,00 a year., What a milserable pittance for the
important work done, Wny, it is hardliy enousgh for the shop-
roon, bearing other considerations out of the guestion., True,
the duties of the office are only 1llght, but the position is one

of much responsibility, and requires eonstant attention, and great
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care, and should surely be rewarded witih som
a fair remuneration, I learn on enquiry at ofher post offices,
that Mz, Burton!s case is not an isolated one,”

in 1891 Brock Road post office was opened at the south-
east corner of that road and the Lth concession road. In 1905
North Claremont post office was established where the rallway
crosses the Brock Road north of Claremont viilage,

After 1610 rural mail delivery was introduced, and
farmers no longer had to come to fthe post offices fto plck up
and send mail, As a result .many of the smaller rural post

offices were closed, yel some, llke Balsam, stlll exlst,



wleew liere | mpanetimies §lae jesbinaster o4
cvery dall e stbonding b prople; hasve baen
oldized to wait 15 or 20 minutes,

dahn Dckie, sworn, statod that he hail
lwen noclerk in Mr. Logan's store for two
yeara; ho lelt on aecountol wages and alsoe
lrentine ke desired to spend some time st
H-tu.rl}': ke lind & personsl knowiedpe of the
management of the post-office during tlnt
Lime; Mr, Lognn wan dissblizing to people
who did not deal with him; have heard
peaple say they would have o buy & little
Ll ar l.l.lel_'\' wotld not got their mailz [
hsve meon Mr. Logan open a letter which
Lig said ho opened by mistake; the iuvoice
was niddressed to Win, Hodpeon | he alter-
waridn pat the letlar in tho stove, said he
world pet avother invoice and told ma W
aay nathin ebont it 1 tha NEWspA| Wl
ruqumu_f oft aver mipht arel mnlmn ithe
merning, when they had arrived in time
for the ovening mall; this was about
Chrintmas of lust vear ; it cecurrsd several
nighti; be koew the poblic wero dissstis-
flad ; I would nod trunt him mysell; lousi-
ness men have told hitm thay ware disaaiis-
fied with the way in which the offise was
mannagesd,

Cross-examined: I belinve tha news-
Eu].rlri wera delnyed in order to Injure the

nainess ; ha {Mr. L.} did all he conld to
decreasns tha ciroulntion of the paper.

J. L. Hoovar, sworn, siatad that his
preateat complaliot was in reference to de-
Inys with the powspaper, sa described by
previous witness, Bobscribers had written
nbont the delays;: Mr, Logan had opened a
lettar intendead farhim abont four years ago;
it waa-sddressad to the lesder of the Metho-
dist choir{ Mr. Logan had been lendor
abont sevetl months provicos to the time of
o ng the letter ; Mr. Logan sdmitted
ﬁﬂ:ﬂh:rdumd “hlrl. Wh.lm I-m

e | Ly
asked him pot to distorb her and be had
promised he would not; delsys bad oe-
curred in the delivery of letters to the

riles ddidressid ; & man who had worked
or him got & letter from the offloe on the
Ist of November last which had arrived on
the 1ith of Oectober; kis name was Alberd
Banyard ; he lost his sitastion throagh the
7y ; the postolfics stamp was on {b—
gth Ootober ; she peopla somplalned of tha
ay in gotting ¢ e mail in morning-

Mr. Logati axplained that whan the mall
from the weat was labe it was lmpossible
for hlm to get op towh and back again

the two trains,
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Mr, T. Peart an
C. Dale also gave
evidence.

John Cuthbert,
sworn, stated that
he had received a
parcel addressed to

a partyin

bis a:E:- and 'h'I:dtl. erﬂ ﬂ::ﬂlp i aftar
(=1 |1

ET&T“ ‘:T-.d samst 16 o the offios | \-hlg'

..mﬁ: chnrge 1o poatags, :;'l. 1 eb-

jectod, and when it waea n'l'lg]wll hnuw-u!

hw waa omly fo, posisgs;
?‘ﬂurjl.::l'l'ﬂﬂ]m My, Logan; I think &
(master shonid b4 kind and coartecss |
am not ashamed of baing & Conserrniivg,

lkke yom (to Mr. o).
-h%_lr_';ﬂl d:l.,:l thist e bsdd often been

waiting for his msil.
= tnu::lﬁsﬂ:; wiatad that his 'pﬂ-lh-«ﬂml
basineas had besn condncted antinfuovorily;
1 think thers nre sboat kwo mu'h" n;a
dinnatiafied ; he thﬂm_lrl- the trouble origi

from jes. :

nd]:i'b:?ﬂﬁmfﬂr poat-of flos b siness
han bean condacted l_-lll..n!;amy I-:.EETTII

H no complaint;
Tlil'f;d?:rmf_nll r. Togan, but do ool
know the particulsrs. e e D

Wright
h{-rﬁﬂﬂl:u;l:m wan antinfsetorily per-

uhtf. John Gordop—An Tar as I -mﬂ
gerned I have mo pomplaint; s fnr e L
have hanrd peapla talk they soa in {wver o

& ghanyo. o
his concluded the evidemocs, mncd &
lll.f ‘mr sakod all thosa in the room 'l::-
hmip.rcumplm eanfldence in Mr. Ligsn
atand np. Eight stood op and forty-two
i ped.
“?ﬁ“ﬂ;:ew then said that ha wonld
the matter to the Poﬂm-mrvl:}m:;
st mnon, and he woald take whatever nction
waa RECSMIATY. it
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