PICKERING PUBLIC [iB
TRAL BRARIC

WHAT'S INSIDE

In this issue we pay irille fo
Robert Miller, Brouglan's
historian dnd founderof the
Pichering Museuns Village.

Mr. Miller passed away last
sunrner, Dok e left Dehined hine
a greal legtacy fre tfe presensadion

of much ofour herilage.

The hamier of Brougham s at the
deographical cenere of Pickering,
ind, according fo Robert Miller,
wis tanivd fr Barore Heviny
Broughain, a Scottish Peer and
Lord Chancellor of Englasnd.

I thre Batter Balfof the nineteenth
centrry i yafor annal event for
the tewnslhip was the Pickering
Eair, which eventually found its
Trarsie i Brouginan. We give b

accounis of the 1883 Fair.

W fnclocde fere artfcles that
reminisce about Brougiam's past,
as well as reports aliout efforis

fo restore Builolings thai ane part
of Brovigham s eriiage.

Painter/ decarator fofm Livingstone
relates ina leiter his family's
experience in facing cxpropriation
[rein their L so that progress

gl evis e
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PICKERING TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Ity Traveller [Ross folnston]
Ry Tohinston, travelling salesman for the Wi Clromicle

visiled the Pickerms Fair held in Broogham in October TE8S. He desenbed his experience

i the Chreericle Tor 19 October TESS, writhod under the name “Trveller

rowyham, Oct. 18, 1H83: T was duly
delivened here, per "Soott's Express.”
Muonday noon (8 Octaber], and did
ample justice to the substantia] dinner
proyided by mine hoest M Foucher!
None of your city wrinkles with half i dezen litte
relishes sermumling yvour plite, contaiming a
sprsnul each of as many hewilderments. bota
s old-fashioned square meal is what A
Poncher frnishes, with the lelp of g betoer il
e Kiend s ttenulans
Dinner over, | ook A general sumvey of the
neighhorhood and made variows calls on the inhab
ilmts withy oy portfolio under my a1 lvive
reason to believe that the Pickering tax collector is

a decent sort of o man and mther sood-Tooking

brecause in six cases out of ien [ was tken for his
Highuess and was never kicked oot

Tuesday, made several professional calls, amd
fonmmd my waw ta the “Agricultaral Hall” where all
wits bustle amd excitement inputting things in
arder Tor the aniual Plokering i Donoticed tiie

the “simall bov™ of this neighborhood 15 abon as

caually vicious and demoralized as his brethren of

the Trovwmn of Wihithw as evidenced by the broken
windows, and unsightly atempls o cirving and
Il drvwing, on the deors and walls of the Hall,
and other empty buildings and on the fences, This
is 2 public nuisance almost eversrwhere, which the
authorities (espectally e ome sathorties!
should 1y wnd put severely down

Lentered the Hall and inspected the exhilits.
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The Browgham Hoted in 1B5E
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Man of Brougiiam from tie Iostrated Historical Atlss of the Connly af Oniavio

The whole affair was exceedingly
creditable. 1 espectally noticed the
fine display of Blankets, Sheetings,
Yarns, Tweeds, Full-cloths and other
goocls of Messrs, Witerhouse &
Tl ol the Alioms Woolen-mills,
Thiet price list will sl Low sue-
cessiul they hive been, 1 noticed
also an exhibit of Boots amd Shoes
andl wther articles in tbat line, made
b N1 Daley of Stoulfville whio car-
il ol several prizes. Me Win
Fleming of Markham showed an
exceedingly fine organ. made by
“the Daoinsinbon Organ Co? which
baoth for appearance of instrument
and purity of tone richly merits the
prize avarded to i Cur own Mr
AN, Barrel” King of Photographers,
it Is hanlly necessary to sav, gained

{Tovento: Beers, 18771

the red ficket. and some of our
Whithy voung [adies did grear credit
to themselves aml thee Town by car
rving Ooff i number of prizes on
rpualts amd Fancy work of warious
kinds of which there was a fine dis
pliy

Tre the ormamnental deguroment
1he entries were numerous ani
excellent, and well deserved the
attentlon they received. Theme wis a
fine varety of canned and preservedd
Trwits, jellics. wines, pickles, honey
& and some excellent samples
of wheat, barley, peas, and other
grins, and a fine show of butter

Mr. Musgmove' of Brougham
showed a novelty in Agriculiural
Imiplemenis consisting of i
Tumip-Raiser browghit ou by

_0——.

Mr. Miller from Scotland. alsn a
et of Tumip Harmows.

Mr. Somerville of Brooklin
showed two "Champion” Secd Drills
manufactured by Coulthanl & Scott
ol Oshawa, nnd Messrs. Fleurv &
Sen ol Markbam. through Mr
MSathews" of Brougham showed i
vy e Turnip slicer and a

Stewcutter. There were also some
Dby exhibizs deserving spectil
antention, 1 got crowded up by a
crowd of ladies seeking shelter from
a threatening rain storm, and
although in my desperation 1
apened my boseam and displayed
the white hadge with the ward
“Press” in plain, distinct leters, the
only effect was that they pressed me
all the closer, doubtless putting a
wirong inlberpretation on my act of
seli-defence.

S0 much for Pickering's big Fair.
I e Betters it will be my plea
sure to tefl yvou of other attractive
features of this important and thriv-
ing township.

Traveller.

Nevrs:

1 Altsough he purchased the Commencial
Flortedinn DRSO, in 188, Thiomas o her
wits proprictor af e Rroegdle Hoed
acoss e streed. Poncler's i oo
i #as a8 an anctionces, and ke uswally
Lol b primnkiigd o U liotel 16 ot

2 Augusius Barred: had a phobographic

studio in Whithy tsee te adi. In 1663

hizs adds prockaimed biin the “plstographer

oif the Comnty of Ontana” Not ealy did

he captuncd the top paiee for phatograply

a1 s fair bt he afo collonied prizes for
walesralosr patatisy Cnd:, ofl palntisg

(Znad, and vebvet pinting (o) (Pidbering

Mews, 19 October 1883 p 2

Willium Megrove was ablcksmith in

iyt for pver S0 venrs from 18772

herving! macwed b Brnegiem froem Crsluwa

He: died im 1924, (Millen

b Weshew Matthews bl 3 shop where be

sl agrirubinral implements and sewing
orachines. I the meonth fllowiy 1his
article Matthews" shop bamed b the
smownd in a dispstmous e i akso
devourel twi residenes and the Grange
Elall \Pickeng News, 10 November 1547)
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hr Pickering Township

Arouliucl Society's

Fall Show was held at

Brougham on Toesday

and Wednesday al this
week. and proved to be a most suc-
cessiul one i every respect, The
entries i the various departments
wiere far inexcess of last vear, the
secreiary being kept busy i
clght o' clock on Tuesday morming
up 1o twi o' Clock making ¢
It as e could write the names
The different deparimenis in the
Il were well represented: indeel i
may safelv be said that it was the
best display ever made at a
Fownship fair,

Heenterin the ball che s
exhibit wiich attracts altention s
thint oof Mr. Fleming, of Markham,

w i shows 2 beautiiul
Bowmanville organ. Alongside him
Mr. W, Matthews makes a display af
sewing machines in operation. To
the right Brownridge & Lee, of the
House of all Natiens.” Pickering,

[Fartial| Prize List
Mirchirrery el Imiplenieis

Prasinge, G, Gerow,

Pickering News Friday, October 12th, 1883
The Pickering News anensd flig LOSS Plokerty Fair fi s 12 Ovrober tssue Galifiongh tieprizedises coniid e the following week's issue),

[t Rt et resTiRE CORTRERTSEDY fo fialeesst RS Moty Gronal repor

make an cxocllent exhibit of their
cholce teasedn timeaddies and als:
in packets, with which a mire vol
ume b8 given. They also show the
Bon-ton coffee. The disply of
boots and shoes,

[ M Dy, ol
StoulPetlle, comes
mex!, and showed
fon ool vantige

Thie Altoma
Wondlen Mills also
miake 4 soond show
of their products —
i vims, cloths,
¢tc. The Simger
Sewing Machine
(o, 15 mepresentod
by Mr. Winger, of Markbam,

M. Wi Tavlor's exhibi of red
imbons in the hall. attracted consid
crable atiention, being the best dis
play in that Bne we have seen (o
some fime. 'We mnderstand he has
them for sale.

Dwing 1o the abscice of mames
on the tickets we are emable W note

2 emtries, diploma

SErw Chivler,

Brigdtes, open anad fop,
e, }
Sewing imachines,

Turmeip slicer;

Catbimet orgart,
Haorse slipgs,
Fanineg mifl,

Tharasip topgrer el posll

Wim Mosfove

Ist W, Matthews, diploma
A. Summerville, diploma
i

W Matthews. diploma

W, Matthews, diploaia

Addison & Genman
Addison & Gemmin

W, Matthews, Wheeler & Wilstiy
W Malthews

W Flemligs, Domminion o

T kil L

Cenn, Grtbuam

W Matthews

Entries Far in Excess

of last year.

Beautiful weather

and a large crowd.

—®

the exhibits made by differcnt
exhibitors. The ladics depanment
was the most complete of any, and
certainly reflected great onedi
In confectionery the display was
particukarty ne,
thint of Miss
Tamer Barclny,
Mrs. LI, Dk,
Mrs, Patlersion
aml Miss E
Smith belng vieny
bempiing

U ol e
mosl altrcive
featunes of the
show this year
wats the specding
(e Dvorse ring. Several very line
s were shown twesehy, The
show of cattle, sheep and pigs wis
b the average

Considerable dissatisfaction was
cawsed by the wav the taces in the
g wiene managed - Sorficient
notioe was noi given partics when
the mces were called. Miss Leny, ol

AN IMMENSE SUCCESS

this village was an the ground all
readly to emter the class Tor Lady il
ers. but received no innmaion that
thie race had been calléd, aml corse-
quently did not compete. Several
protests were also Indded against
fhe dhecision of the Juddes i the
speecding contests,

The hoel-keepers were taxed
thieir wtinost to supply the winis ol
the ir numerous patrons, the courte
s and obliging proprictor of the
Browgham House acoommodating
N immense nember in his usaal
silisfaclony manner

The side-show atmactions were
not nunenous, a T Poncl and Judy ™
business being abowt the only
attraction for the youngsiers,
Acvouple of perambulisting plo
titkers also had their portable gal
lerles on the rood-side, Giking tin
fvpes at fouc for a.quarter,

The Whitevale brass band
cilivencd the procecdings with
good music. ..




Mumd 1T T

Fsanlrelte: Seniclt Broswt wrote twa sl histories of Bronglam. The fiess, encitlod sioeply “Early Hiztory of Brongham,”

wats werinent abeet 1927, @l foonr ecowe el wias never pellishiad, Teo decades Bter slve serote thois secomd aeconnrt, which she Tad poablisiied i e Osthawa Tines-Gazette

(16 Decentber 194%. Mrs. Brows was o prolific writer @il wrote colusones fior back dre Toroso Glbe and the Oshang Tinses-Gazetie,

I tfeiese colrneis shie was knowy a5 “Granne of Reakey Lin” A8 she said Revself, she was nativedorn amd “lezrved piach Bistory by bearsay”

Lsabredle Sanftlr maitertod Thonnas Cliyoe Brovwr, alse a native-bors ressdend of Bronghane, aed wioh anancestny thae went Dack deep o Brovghane s and Plckering's hssory,

or some time 1 fave
contemplited pueting on
piper memaories of early
dlinys in the village of
Eheougluem, which ot one
tame bid fiir to beoome a plioe of
impertance. [0 wis situated inche
cenire of one of the finest Gaming

Lo riships im the province, ot as dme
wenl on, and railmads came into
operation hoth o north and south,
and 16 remained isolated. its high
lopes were dinaned,

EARLY SETTLERS

M Tate Teshand, Thonws C,
Brown. som of Bobert Brown and
Marstarer Molnoyre, and grandson of
Nicholas Molntyre, who seitled here
in 1828, coming from the Bsle Of
Mgl and [sabselle Smih Browi,
were mative burn residents of the vil
L, samud Resermed ey Bistory by
[wsarsiy: Settlers begin to armive in
the district im the List vears of the
Lath century Stones in old cemeter-
irs testify (o this Befone 1850,
greal progress lud been made. The
sillaste of Brougluam had been estab-
lished. Pickering township was ongr
nizedin LHLL, although the town-
ship hall was not built until 1850,

The mectings were held previons-
Iy in vomes or at Andrew
Thompson's tavern, a L foune
[ruileling standing on the comer of
the Breck Road a0 the Filth
Comcession. It is mepored (e Jobin
Scoft, who sold the Gind for the hall,
was i1s fiest caectaker, with an annu-
alsalary of 817000, amd the privi-
lege of using the Ball between ses

Thoe Brronwenis were gmnparenits fo Fera Milles o wlhann we are e o chis anice
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PICKERING AGRICULTURAL SoCIETY !

T b Balid e the geonniis of dlie Hnisely sl L

VILLAGE OF BROUGHAM !

e [F s

MONDAE AINDTUHEHSDATY
SEPTEMBER 24th and 25th, 1888,

PICRRIEING ¢
ValETEE AT TIM OTWR oF TRK FEERRIRE FEWE.

sioms of the council as a photograph
albery, the first here, Mrs. rafl
Linter visited e villge periodicallv
with 1 wagon, to lake photoyraphs.

FissT STORES

I the carly s ol the village
the Bentley familics, which camue
from Mew York, plaved a promincnt
part. Willium Benilfey came fn 11829
and Tammes i 1835, They built the
first store in 1835, They also built

twin houses. a larde frame one which
stond wherne the cliurely now stans,
andd the Jarge brick comer honse, still
the pride oof the village and now the
proyprerty of i granddadiner of the
original Bentlevs, Mrs. . Shephend.
[n LHE2 there arvivedd Trom Dreland
Henry Howel, who sertfed an Spring
Creck. then called Howel's Hollos,
anch established quite a business
centre there, icheding a saw mill, dis
tillery and other mercantile products.

He wis the firs1 postmaster. and
mamed the post office Broughanmn,
whith natme wies adopted by the vil
Lage when the post office was estab-
lished in the Bentey store,

Farm CoNDITIONS AND BUILIMNG

[ is o readize today wlhas
farming meanl in these ey davs.
Newly cleaned Lund was full of
stunips and stones, amd grain was
sonarnt B bvamed and oot with a craddle.
Mo othwer way wirs possible wntil the
stungs wene emvel. [ oemember
the first stump-pulliog machine
1878, clegring the 25acre feld
north-east of the village, the stomps
providing the fence o the cast of the
ficld, The Garm village houses up o
LES 0 were of wood clapboand con-
siruction, amd (he intedor conginc-
tion of iy followed ome patteim.
indicating that ane set of builders
idiek [hve weark. Tonese anul Darm i
penters were Ed, Wade, B, Lamberr,
Hiram Mot and Jake Tool, Georde B
sobth mincde furendtore and did dwe
insidle woodwork.

e Bonomxas

B 1859 there were several bnck
[urilefimgs, There was the public
school. It was a1 dreat contrast to the
former 24 b 30 feet irame boild-
ingd, which was boughit by the Lite G.
B. Smith and converled into a home
where this wriler wis born. In LE59
alzn the Christipn Clherch was huilt,
the [irst church in the village. The
congregalion wis ondmized in
1824 with seven members, wiich
increazed gradually o 62, They met

4



in homes for felbowship, with o
stated pastor, wntil Elder Tarton, by
hiz eneryy and popularity succeed-
el o B d chorch ereened, 1t was
a el community vifort, This
church. with s shiming steeple and
bellry, was a greal achievement for
that perind. Many nednetied the
necessity of demelishing this ating
tive chwrch, which seened aninte-
gritl part of the community:. [ the
ey cemelery rest the ploneers of
that early church,

The Preshyierian body built a
stome chuerch on e 71l Concession
in 1845, and continued to worship
there wtil i the pastorane of the
Fhey Jolm Cameron the congregation
came to the village and worshipped
in the Christian Church wnril Rey,
Lewis Termn, s pastor, mspined the
members w build, The comer stone
wits Label by the Eade Tofn Miler on
June 24, 1HG0 and the church wis
apened lor worshipin 1831,

The Methadist Clhurch was
builtim 1869, a fame buoilding.
fater covered with brick, amd sold
alter Chwarch Union becime
elfvcteve. 1t was bight jmd rebuilt
Lo @ howse wod s now e home
of the Fallows family

I LE50 the Sons of Temperance
cane bt et o Became o grea
powver for good in this distrct, At
first the members were all men.
miatinky heads of Gumilics, but Titer
women and teen-igers wene admit-
teel, i oo cases whole families
These youmg people grew wp as ol
abstainers, and had a great influence
o prublie thewghe, When the wn-
ship i a plebiscide on local nption,
the Sons of Temperanee, with time
and money, persevercd Huwieyh
teclions litigation until a fGvorable
verdict was obtained. a signal honor
wils oncy conferred on two of its
members, G. B Smith anid Sylvanus
Sharrard, when they wene elected (o
office in the National Division of
Nurth America.

HOTELS 18 THE VILLAGE

Atone tme theee hotels fourished
i Ahe village, The old Cenlral Hotel was
burilt and openiited by Powel Woodmff.
e Commercinl was buill by Charles
Matthews, and Samprson Webl il
{rumt o his residence & a horel, The old
Coentral 1 now Mrs, Woodward's store,
The Commerciil houses the conndl
chambrers, and the Webb is now the

resiulence ul Albers Grey:

Toveaely diavs, a plice of aceom:
mipcation was 4 real necessity when
prochace pod drain b o e s
ported from the back townships
with herses and wagons to the Like
front for shipment. "The accommada-
tion was very welcome, but some
ragic evems in the history of the
vilige wene cinsed by steomy drink,

AGRICULTURAL FAlk

Another ordanization fat Tour
izhed from 1850 o 1889 was
Pieckering Township Agricultural
Fair, with the coming to the connty
of wellw-do tarmers, like the
Millees af this disteict, bringding with
thern stock imported fom the old
land, stock breeding wrew rapldly in
the township, Shows were held in

ROBES !

BLANKETS !

adriculiuee, the Gt of the Ginoers
meeting and working tovether uni-
ing them in a commaon bond of fel-
lonwship, Brougham his one genning
seottish shepherd. who kent well
Bioo tae 1 the sheep’s faces adjost
Toscks for exlubeetion, The agricul
tural ball was wsed for 2 ime s 0
shaning rink, wotil Joln Cowan
bowstht it and vsed the fimbers in
builiding the churdh. The Tand is
now | he property of M, Hirlock,

TMUBLIC SCHOOL

The public sehonl plavs i grea)
part in the Distoey of sy o
1yl Broughaim school s a long
history: The carliest necords of the
schoo] e those of 1836, Severl of
the vacdiest teachers were women,
bt the earliest [ remember were

MITTS !

THE SEASOY IS NOW HERE
Fall and winter stock now on hand, also
1 s¢t recond band Single Harness for 80,00
1 set mecund binnd Siogle Harness for §12.00

Harness, Collar, Boot and Shoe Repairing oeatly
aud promptly attended to,

PICKERING HARNESS EMPORIUM

Hume Phone 364,

different pliaces, with plowing
marches in connection with them
These grew in popularity until
18500 Gl Gie was nrganiied
Browgham and Greenwood wene
Lrastlt clairmants for laving the annu-
al fair, but in 1866 four acnes of
Lanel were boughs from Jamies
Huliarel for 27550, e Browglvm
people belped (o rise the money, so
that the Plekering Agriculiural Fair
wis eatnblished ona permanent
hazis in 1586 and continued until
LEES. The first fair growmd] was on
Int north of the Dean Mair's resi-
dence, bul it s now incorponited in
Lhe Mervio Annis L,

The mew fair groumd was sur-
ronnded by a dence (oo high for bovs
fo climb over, amd too liw Tor them
1o crawl under. Pens wene baill for
andmals and a fine ball. 1t wasa
mmws| poprular Gir woilin 1887 and
1E8E pouring ram made the aonual
slowws ipossible, and the Giir wis
discontinned. This co-operative
MEVEMENE was 1 greqt benefit to

W. J. COAKWELL

Mvan Herrick, Amaos Ferrier and
Hector Baxter. The latter was a
NOuns e af e experence
with it forceful charmcter which
rmade itself felt in the commumity
Flie wans a strong sdvocane of temper-
ance, and his princples made him
enemies of the then thmee hotels,
[rom which he sulfered persecution.
He made the school grounds into a
show place, with artistically
arrangied fower [eds sond planded
trees, e inausorated township
schonl pionics, These plones
remaingd o happy memory througl-
ol the vears, with the women and
chilelrer all enthused By them
Brovstham had i15 cight horses
hinched tandeny, with Cliarles
Hubbiird at the lnes: No. 12 school
bhad a siquare of horses. There were
bvenels playing and in the comest,
Trrowstham was the banner schanl
and wies maned “Maple Lidge
Scheol” Clerdvmen, politicians and
cducationists were all prowd fo he
duest speakers and the pupils had

cintests. One ot the prize winners
for clocution was Emmi Wondnlf
ithe late Mrs. W Allaway, Pickering,
Mr Bater also stged grand coter
tainments, at one of which his pres-
ence of mind averted & madedy: 2
curtain took fire while the township
hiall was packed with people whe
jmmmee] the doors, which opened
inwanrls, For o g e eosucd,
But Mr. Baxter crushed the fire with
Iois B s Galenly restored onder.
For some vears male teachers were
the mele, and they were almost nec-
CSSATY, A5 i e winter months the
farm hovs went back to schonl,
either ty finish their education or do
it el courling,

Mumcal PROFESSION

The most important of all profoes-
sions is that of the M., and in this
Broughnm was well servedd. [n the
early days Mr. Tucker of DulTin's
Creck served the conmmiuminy; bul in
LEG2 0 newly graduated doctor,
William Ferrier, tock up permanent
residence in b village and
remained there until TAG2, when
he: went 1o Claremont. He was fol-
lwed by D, Engene Freel, a very
populbr vourg doctor, whe was fol-
losved in tum by D, Bateson, Dr.
Figh and Dr. McRionow, amd since
the st named doctor’s death
Browgham has been served by doc-
tors from other contees, Natlves of
Brougham who became doctors
vstrs agoowere D L Bemtey and
[11, Fronk Bentley, D L, WoodmtT,
Dr. G. Lamoreaw, De B, Churchil 1
and D, F Eing.

THADES REPHESENTED

e of iy purposes (nwriting
this historical sketch was to show
the interdependence of G and vil-
It im earlier dis, Deore the time
of the large department stores deliv-
ering goods direct 1o the homes
Formerly, almost cvery innde was
represented in the village. One of
the most important to Lrmers wis
that of the lacksmith, Among the
earliest were two brothers, Sandy
annl Take Smith, from Abenleen, al
the old smithy one and 2 half miles
west ol the village, They went to the
Uinited States amd heie botherin
Lw, Robbic Grew, came in L8552
atinel ok over 1o the village Tom
Middangh bas the old stone shop
just souhof the Brown cariige

\ 4




shop, where Robert Brown also
manle colfins, In 1870, William
Mosdronve bought the Brown shop,
and worked there for 50 vears until
lis death in 19240, when the busi:
ness oeased. A number of Brougham
[y learmed the made in M
Mosyrove's shop.

Another trade of importance
waas (sl ol harness-aking, Aoy
the cardiest to cngige in il wene
& Grosse, Georde Crowlhuarsl,

Wan Buren Woodna !, W, Woodrull
M. Morris, in the cightics,

Atk MeCwell, whiy emploved
aree sen followed by Misers
Hargrave, Coakwell aod Tewel umil
e trade ceased.

A tannery was operated on the
coeek, bebimd what is mow the
M. Hardock residence. This tanneny
wits openited by Andlrew Patterson
il Scan e Gell a prey to e
in LEFS, The house on the Tt
wits lurmed vers later and rebuili
I Mr. Harlock.

INDUSTRIES 1N VILLAGE

severtl industries wsed to o
ish in the village, A sizable oeek
wsed 1o Muw throwgh the Qats, and
onitin TESS, asaw mill was built.
This was bumed downin 1867, amd
rebudln the same vear, with the addi-
tiom of a tub Gctory, the proprietor
being George B Stock. Sy carlicst
recollection of it was as a basket fac
tory, mnder the jnint management of
A Fennel] and WOWilkinson,
emplaving twelve women and five
mien. The Jate William Barnes

beght the business in 1874, and
trmslermed 0o Green River,

The medicine factory was also
opermting A thee time, wnder the
ey mend of N, WoodelTaml W,
Bentley, emploving five or six givls
and the mgnager, but i was soon
after sold to a Tormnto [irm,
Milbrn, Bentley and Pearson. The
Cinctnry Dublding was sold to the
farmers” ondanizatien known as“The
Girange’ and was used for mectings
wnncl s i Birmces” conperative st
untl the early eighies, when, with
two honses and s imppement shop
and livery stable on the south side
of Madn Smeet it was destroved by
fire. The Proshveerian, now United
Church was built on the corner,
Another disastrows fire in the eigh-
ies wils thunt ot the extonsive carriage
making shups ol Sampson Webb and
s, which extended [om Esmon's
comer o the then Methodist
Church lot. These shops were never
rebule

The shocmaker imde was repre.
sented trougls the vears by Juseph
Heeves, Richand Underhill, Limes
Murdock and W . Bodell, whose
shog was the rendeevious of old
retired citizens, who met there and
disoussed and seted (o their own
sitishiction all problems political,
voomomic and moral. Possibly the
uiaticly shop was @ contrast o too
imwch order at home. W, 1 Bodell,
whis livel his life of over eighty
years almost entirely in the village,
T twowives and a linde Gimily
wwhich e gmvwn up and scattered.

Lett alone, he seemed pan of the vil-
[ ATOETITIR TS irssed away over twer:
iy vears ago,

In the seventies Thonas
Elivmmnaltom was the baker emploving
three men. Williim Smith wis a
stone mason, James Thornton,
burtcher, and JTames Howitt 2 weaver
il wallen goods in these days when
wdl wis spun at home for home
s, Mrs, Brown was a mg carpet-
westver [rom 1886 to 1914, Tailors
e Miller and Fat Doyle
Dressmakers were Mrs. Helen Marr
angl her dawghier, Mrs. L, Thormtoen
Elsie Sroith, Amira Wilson and Bell
Brovwm. Jorham LicOepolm wis the
wrll diver, Villade men and i
boys wilhout trades became famm
belpers, but eamings were only 815
o 8200 muondl for men and $41 1o
S5 amomth [or domestic senvants,
with oo stated howrs of work. These
conditinms sent miny wonld-be
gond citizens to seek homes in the
west, where many became well-to
iy aned nocupicd important posi-
tions i their adopled communities,

STORES OF THE VILLAGE

The first store, boilt by the
Bentleys in 1H35 had as storckeep-
ers the Bentlevs, imes Smith,
Fames Lostie, [odn Burk and Moses
Linton. Mr. Linton was the vwner
when it was bumed m LHSS,
destroving his store and dveelling,
the dressmaking and millinery busi
ness of Elsie smith, Peter Hovle's
tailor shop, the residence of IS,
Wade. the bouse and Barmess shop

of M. Morris and the Sens of
Temperance Hall Tn 180, a double
store brick building was crected on
The site and a brick Temperance Hall
replaced 1 olil ane,

The first storekeeper in the new
store was [ Douglas, amd i was
occupicd inturm by Messrs Morton,
Willis. Gleason. Alger, Phillip,
Annis, Ginnon and Koox, This stome
was humed down in 1923 and
rebuilt the following vear by E.
Annis

The stores of these early davs
were well stocked with evervehing
necessary to supply the needs of a
self-sustaining comommity. the
storeheepers ollen bavingd to
exchansge goeds paid for in cash for
unsileable butter and ancicnt cegs
Al sewile while they did i, The
only stere building of the originals
is the store aml residence of Mrs,
[rossm, where the public ey Tos
been locared singe 1922,

[bromaghiam [is now onee adin
enfered on a perind of expanzsion.
Much building is going on, The
Citheens” Leagoe and the Women's
Instimute Jook after the social lile
al the community. The United
Churely is T the people fogeth-
£ i worship. IPast history is not 2o
importan| since World War Mo, 2,
et the stannch and noble charac-
ters af the old generitions havwe
Aescemded to the voutl ol 1oday, o
fit them to grapple with present day
prublems.

NS e . y v A Tt LRSS VR T e o ks par e S G |
*+ *

LEND US YoUR PHOTOS,

YOUR LETTERS, YOUR DIARIES

.+ @

The PTHS has recvived i grnt
froen the Trillicm Foumdbton o
enhance our database of Pickering's
history: When we were collecting
miterials for our millesnniom book
Tiwre Presenst and Time Pase A
Pictorial History of Pickering we
crested a database of about 3000
images. With the help of the
Trillivm grame sve will be abbe to adid
imother 2000 or mone images,

To accomplish this, hwever, we
ek yoer [l We need you o lemd
U for scanning photogrphs, docu-
s, and artifacts that help w el
the story of Tackerig, This s the
tfime to clean your artic, 1o 50r your
prapers, o Lo docale vour photorph
Allems, W need nof keep any ol
these items long, but just bormoy
e Jora short lime, on of preferred,
we can bring our scanning equip-

ment o vour house and do the work
thre

Whether you hive any items of
use 10 1 or nol, you iy know of
ofliers—even those now fir
removied from Pickering—whao
antlgrlt be wlling o lend s items of
thelr, and Pickering's, heritage,

Whal are we looking for? Almost
any thing thid pertains to Pickering’s
Past: photmdraphs, letiers and post

crds. disrics and joumals, decds
anl other documents, maps, articles
of Pickering manufacture, items with
Pickering Teavnship names atached,
Tammily histories—the sky's the i,

Please help vs in this endeavour
s 1t we can e iy conyaehensive
collection. Don't Teve your family's
history out of the picture,

o



This igeen was st paedlisood o L4959
i the Ladiells™ ook Inheritance:
Ontarin's Century Farms Past and
Present {Tarorrso; Macnilla, pp. 299

2530 Reprimted with pernission,

coasiomally one comes
ieruss i farm whose
Appearice is sinkingy
different, as il; by aeciden
or intenbo, the first awogers ad neene
ated their new Canadian homestead in
thee maonld of jother comnny: Thiste
Ha'izsucha firm
Jodun Milber, & mative of
Drinfricsshine, Scothind, cioploying
stonermisons neiginally feom Yorkshine,
bl e Dig feld-stone house, "remem-
rering the stone cotfages and casiles of
his native land," and the resoli is a firm
theat L ol fie comfurtably among the
hills ancl dales of the north of Englanid
or e Lowlands of Scotland: drv-stone
witllingt, stomue fences reminiseen| of
Wearmorcland or of Scorrish feld dikes,
a fierm gate thin has o be opened 1o
allow vehicles toreach the howse, T
sluping away to the cast in a pattemn of
ficlcls anil trees.

Hugh Miller is the present owmer of
he farm. His grandfacher, John Miller,
thuee first owarer, wis bom in 1817 on a

croft near Anman in Dumiricsshbin: in
sorhern Scotlind, During the vears of
fardsiip foflowing the Napoleonic
Warrs, the Miller family wis 5o poos tha
theey conlid anly feed one g avear,
They abways chose a pigwith a lange
heswad, it 3 saidd, 215 tht was the only part
they kept o eat themsclves; the rest of
the carcyse was soldd. Joblin Miller Jeft
thuls Dufee oof proverty wlhen, al the age of
vighteen, be came to Upper Canada in
L3S, there to join his uncle, Gennge
Miller, on Rifoot Eanm i Markbam
Tinwnship. He worked for his unele far
four veies, then drew lis acoomuodated
s, comsisting of twa cattle and four
sheep. amd settled in 1839 on 2 twe
Domdred-vene Jon b PMickering Towship,
There be continued the back-breaking

iask of clearing the kand, for which he
receiverd the decl in LE4E,

Jirdm Biller b oeely am e g fell
the trees, sume ol them maple over
three feet in diameter, and when the
[rees were gone, in came the thistles.
With wry Bumowr, he named lis Giom
“Thistle Ha'™ "Ha™ mcaning a "small
hall"y, He mighe equally as well buve
e it Stane 1927 the drownd was
sn rocky that one could step fom one
sbone o anether. Jubu Matler remarked
that “the Devil must snmely have
imtenadid che faro o be te foundation
of huis Dvosse, bt hiaed made dhe misiake
of putting a litele dirt between the
stones instead of mortar..”

[0 was to take the Miller Bimily over
aqeniury torid e B of e worst of
e stones, some of which weighed as
much as two tens. Hugh Miller
describes how 1 was done: "1V wonld
take twa teams of horses to get them
oat Dig i bole runmd them; make o
ramy, Roll then ug the ramp. When
they had the first sow, they'd move
(e o a stomeheat Cr they'd Beepa
fime strving arouneel them all diy, tdhen at
night threw om two fvegallon cans of
colil water. The stones shatter with a
eunch, Pee done it myself”

The Miller Howse, c1972

The first crops were bardey and peas.
st Dy Bt el reapei by cradle,
The fields were ploughed by single-fur-
row ploughs, larrowel by a tee
branch, and Tevelled by i Bt drmgded
over them drswn by 2 tem of osen.
Thoreshirg was by (il bn a barn, usually
at might. when it was too dark to work
outside. Sacks of wheat wene camied
aruby the woods 1o Muklom sonwe
ten miles away, there to by ground into
{loner. O spring whien e Gunily wis
almnst starving, they turned the cattle
o it the woods, watched tem
see what plams they afe—itben
devoured the same plants temselves
Such was their need thar season that
ey wene forced Lo eat the potatoes
they had saved for planting.

In splite of all these hankships, it ook
omly a Tew vears for Johm Miller 1o
establish himeell In TH52 he furmed
hiis attention to the imporiation angd
improvement of [ivestork, something
foor wihuicl tBae Midler Gaonily would
broome fmous,

The fimst pedigreed caltle wene
Browght to Thiste Ha' from Eentucky:
They were Durkum or Shorthom eatile,
descended from those rised in England
by e tonteel beeder Willian Booth of
Kirklevington in Connty Durham. They

wiere bid, rough cattle but verv good
pedlkers, amd ey formed the foondi
tiom of the Thiste Ha' herd of pune
brcks thnt s now e eddest in the
wirli

In e 18608, John relied that the
Armerican mid-west and some avas of
Cimada wene enmnenily suitable for
bt production, S0 be set abour adapt-
it e hewsth Deecad fo procdiece 3 beelicr
tvpe of animal. To this end. animaks
were dngporten] denectly o Seotland 1o
b the foomdition of foday’s bee
ingdustry: Qe of his great Shorthom
brulls wirs Viee Consul, bred by Anios
Crutkshank of Aberdrenshire, "a
Chnker with in immense denius for
irnparwing livestock”

Then there was Young Abbotsford.
bestsiful bodl, simdd Brier owo outsiand:
ingt Temales, Chersy Bloom and Rose of
Strathallan.

A the same fime as be was Inpor-
ingr cantle intn Canada, Inhin Miller was
hrieging in sheep and horses. The frst
sheep were Cotswaldls and one consign:
ment came 10 grief in a viclent stom
ol e centst of relivnd, as oomesult of
wlich o number of them died, A1 the
height of the wempest John Miller wrote
Baenndcatly in s diaev: T never eepuet
to see land aggin”

Jawe Backles, P92L Modarly Pakering
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In 142 hie browght the st
Shrpshine sheep to Canada, These
shieep wene the ancestors of what would
become a Bimous fock, and their
descembants ane 31l at Thistle Ha', John
Miller's som, another ol became
remsened s a judse of sheep through
out North America

Fleere were horses, ton “Americins
wsed to come here o by horses when
they opened up the praiies,” Hugh
Miller selates. “AL fiest there was 2
demund for Wi, rowgh horses tal could
[reutl stompes, and S0 we D shine Borses
here fhes, Dot when they stopped sow-
ing grrain by hangd and vsed seed doills,
they nectled a dilferent tvpe of loese
smaller. easier o feedl, beter [ogs and
feet. When the changde came, my grand
fatker and one of his sons siw whil wis
happening. They bought a stallion in
Aberdeenshine, o gt horse named
Bewelsin Bane Heewas 2 giood walker ani
[e produced colts that cowld step om
weell e pull wangons, He lived unil he
was tweney-five vears old and left
tremerabous number of oolts, There's a
picture of him upsiairs...”

Thistle Ha' farmestill has rwo
Farsees it e Dachwed g oo the wadon
sl workedd wheen the hav is heing
baled and drawn.

Dharind the Bist decades of tha nime
teenth century; the Miller family, now
the (oo of Jobun Miller and Sons,
emerifed as one of the most agdressive
intl successiul promuoters, hreeders,
anel sellers of pecligreed livestock in
North Amterica. “They had the oonfi-
dence and they had the conceir.” Hugh
Miller says, Tobu Miller's son, Bober,
Hugh Miller's uncle, helped organize
many of the leading livestork assicia
tioms in Morth America. 185 livestork
interests took bim all over the world,
anil whereyver be went, he displayed
{he Millers” uncanmy knack of being
able o apply and profit from thelr
Enowledge and expericice of breeding
animils. He knew. for instance. that
brevilers of mering sheep in the Ungted
states, including the brothers Eugene
anil Johin Little, were having trouble
with the ticks and fleas that datheeed in
the folids of skin around the necks of
{his breed. Near Paris, Franee, he saw
some Spanish merino sheep at
Rambouillet. where the noted scientist
anl explover Baron vion Huolsldl
brvid sheep withunt the neck fulds.

He bowght ive of these sheep — (our
ewes il i ram— anl took them back
to the Lindes.

Hugh Miller remembers as a boy

Pl by vy W Saiveew

TREE. S Blmses Felye e M

Ry My,

st powd e Bowval Winter Faie
with his uncle Robert, e wis getting
up inyears al the time, bt be'd been
everywlhens, done every | ing, aml
sten evervihing. Pigs, cows, sheep,
lorses — e koew aem all, He'd
witlk armund the Foir and wherever he
went, b have an audicnee of twenty
(o thirty people just loping to bear
what he had o say”

fuonese. The stores from the felds were
wsed s buakdingg munterial and lime Gor
mortar wits buerned on the G The
s were Yorkshiremen, the
Perzon brothers of Ashburm, who
wire paid 81,25 a ding no small
Aot foe tinse davs

By the 183705 Folu Miller B
brecome i moted public e councl-
lor, then reove and afierwsinds wirden

e

THISTLE HA

AARAON

This farm was acquired about 1848 by John Miller. a Scot-
tith i et o’ BECTie o pionctt impottet and brooder of
pedigreed IFestock In CanadadVIn 1852 theTMllers began
impet i Grality Srock i potably Ehorthom eattle, Clydesdale
herses and | later) Shropshire sheep fromilthe United Kingdom.
Mi oxnmple, a5 woll a5 the antmals bred at Thistle Ha)
played an Important rols 1n Improving stockbreeding throl
out Morth and South Amertica in the 19th century. Socceeding
genorations of Millers have malnealned the farm's reputation
for ralsing fine blooded stock.

John Miller, immigrant deossais qui devint Fun des premiers
Importatelirs ot éleve rs de bestiaux do race ay Canada,
acheta cotte forme vers 1848, En 1852, les Miller commeneéront
d'imparter du Royvaume-Unl des Bevins Shorthorn, des chevaux
Clydesdals, et plus tard desimoutons Shropshire. Par o3
réalisations & Thistle' Hal, Miller Jous un grand rile dans
I'amelioration de Télevage en Amériquo du Nord et du Sud
au XIX® stécle. Sea descendants ont malnteny l'excellente
raputation de cotte ferme d'élovaze.

Historie Sites and Monuments Board of Canada,
Commission des lisux et momuments historlques du Canada.

Geverzmasi of Canpds - Gosverpeeent ds Cpmaely

Plagne in recoguition of Thistle Ha" Fam,
erected by the Historic Sites aond Mosnmests Board of Canada

The Miller Honse, 1984

Whor Jolun Maller married Manget

Whiteside in 1887, they lived ina
cough Lig house, In fime they were (o
hawe cighit children and same ger
iccommudation would be needed. In
L8455, work was begun on a new stune

of Dntarie County, In 1875 an cast
wing wils sdded 1w the house contain-
ingd a ballrosm, an ash-pit, and 1 brick
oven Tande coougi to bake tswvenly-two
koaves. Present-day visitors have been
ko o comment on the skill shown

b thee architeet whis muss [ave
designed the east wing, but Hugh
Miller says that when the foundatons
were Al to be L his grimdfalher
Wils ¥ning away on a trip and it was his
uncle Robert wha was instrocted o
“pace them out,”

[tis a beautiful home, substantially
unchanged ingide and out. Bober)
Miller, Hugrh Miller's brather, wrote in
19573 " Tiday this noted rural st
chenee still stands, one of the Heest
examples of the stonemason’s art,
with its arclued lntels Jocked witd a
cential kevstone and walls wo feat
thick. The romers are s plumb as te
clay they were Gid 10 is one of the few
pinneer Boomes that his nol been
mmodelied; an interesting ndmark
inan everrhanging neral scene,”

Despire its architectural dignity; the
Miller house and the Gamily farm itsell
have been threatened in reoent vears
with 1ot destruction. On famery 30,
1973, Thistle Ha' wits exprogeited
b the federal sivermmment (o make
way Jor the pmposed Pickering airport,
There followed Fowr years of wceriaien
tv. distress, amd frustration amidst a
well-publiciaed comtrioversy, AL consid
crable cost to themselves, the Millers
finally woon from the Supreme Court ;
of Cianadit i decision that rescinds the J'
cRpropriation onicr.

As agraceneir to this ston it (s a
pleasure to be able to udd that because
of the distincion of the Miller family's
cogeributiomn to Canadian adriculoure,
Thisele Ha® Farm has bren ideneificd as
a Canadian National Hisworic Site.
“This Garon was acguired in LHAE by
Iohn Miller,” the text for the plague
reaails, “a Senttish imenigran| whn
became a pioaeer importer and breeder
of prdigreed Hvestock in Canaba.. .
Miller's example, as well as e
anirmals bred at Thistle He', played an
important mke in improving siock-
Breverliogt hrowghout North and Soutky
America inihe 1 %th cenimry:
Suervriling gencrations of Millers have
maintained the Frm's reputation for
raising fing blooded stock”

These wonls cohw (he commaents
of Robert Gilbons, President of the
Agrivultunl amd Arts Assoriation,
e over 2 century ago; [ any
history which may hereafter be writien
ol the antrcduction of e most vl
able broveds of livestock into this coun
try. the mames of the Millers of
Markham and Pickering ., . oot
Alwitys be homourably mentioned.”
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ot Miller wis an Homouriny
President of the Pickering Township
Histoacal Sociely. This was most
Approprate because e was prinenly
instrumental in the feunding of the
[irst [THS created some forty vears ago
In time thit onganization faded oy —
probithly when the Millers moved

away [rom Pickering — necossitiing a
recreilion about six veirs ago. The
inspiranion for the relounding wis

Mr. Maller himsell,

Recemtly Thave been doing some
reseaech on some of the buildings in
Brongiham and vicimity amd could not
Ll bt reflect upon bow diffioale me
task would have been It were nol for
Millers work in the 19605 and early
19505 culimmating in hus history of
Breugham: T Cwrario Village of
Brnifiam: Past! Present! Future? Miller
anteipated my every uestion —

et alages, aboul circumatance, about
the people invalved. His work was
meticuelogs, thorough and accurate.
Apparenily, this was trie aboot cvery-
thing Miller put bis hamd 1o

1hined intended to wrile a personal
eriliute 1o Bobert Miller, o man Doaly
T 01 T socasions, but a persan
whose skadow Lam forever in when it
comes o reconding Pickering s history
O attempting 1o preserve what remiting
of o beritage, Somenne gave mea
copv ol an Elsa Stormy tribute written
whien Maller's historical work bad
barely hegun, It may not summarize
ll of his contributions (o Pickering's
histoey, Bt i) does sav moch ahout the
characer of the man. We offer inhere
bothy s a emembrmce for those whio
knew him well aned as an inroduction
[nr those whi had the misfortune of
1ENer et i,

) STORRY STORIES

By Second Storry [Elsa Storry]

Frowe the Markhan Eeorinndst aitd Suwe, 19 Septenther 1963

Last Saturchivy hundreds of people rame
ooy village to see "History in
Action™— the theme of a demonstie
fiom of obd machinery, of ey arts and
cralts, and cxhibits ef pioneer days
ALl epubet man stomd on e muse
wrm Srouncls where the demonsmation
wis Deld, tnsoticed by the crowds wio
mmidled arovnd the olil steam engines,
the gas engfines, the threshing machine,
e stoerly feam of horses, the dog saw,
the hewer of Iogs, the olil, cumbersome,
incongraous tractors, the budics, (e
curters, He listencd with bappiness o
the tnots and whistles, the hissss, nume
Elingds. groans, sereeches of englnes, He
pansed 1o see hew e butter making
wis coming, and had a word with the
bomnetted women wi temed e (hick
while cream into buteer, He walked
Burogle the Bueildings tosee how the
jpril# ing brevs were prosessieg, and 1o
sweatch the men and women ind chil-
ilren stuchving objects b cases, on (e
walls, amd all ver the place, that ook
them back into the plomeer past of early

Omtarin, He dlanced at the weaving,
the rugd making, the ald cope hed; at
Uer Brabyy o peepetually epl inthe
cradle of the past.

This was Robert Miller's drcam
[ilfllved,

[twasin 1959 that the village
sthum] eedebrateed 15 10010 Rirthday,
Robert Miller was on the committec 1o
plan the celebration, and it wis his will
e determingtion that ke the ol
schonl, which was vacated that year for
& biggder schwond, with relics ol the pasl.
The success of the occasion ke him (o
winrk fowards the establishment of a
auniaseim oo e groumd, He worked,
(gured, instituted meetings, tele-
phomed, wheedled, walked, drove, rune-
gl thronegh barns amd ateics, put his
fuamd downe deep inhis pockets, He
megothinied, dickered and horse teded

Hee Becamme somenne wha wiss just
seen by his wite, Fern, and five chil-
elrem, ad el times amdl ot alvways
then — at the subzrantiil brick house
0f ks ancesmors

Robert Milter balding a capy of ks history of Browgfum.
or thoe ackgrinerd f5 thie Memtley-Gidisen Hinese.

FEW WORDS, MUCH ACTION

He didn't work alome, of mourse. He
T thee Historical Society beleind him,
the Township Counril, and a lot of peo-
ple whi said “No™ but invariably
charged it 1o "YesT

A show talker. a man of few
words, he is.

[ wrmle come tosee you, and alter
an bty long pause, would wmer
& briel sentence or two, usnally asking
Vol 1o do semething — something that
wias within your scope or talent. Even
wilhwers wou tolil Dam vou dila't bive
fime, were abselutely 1o busy, you
knew vou would do it when vou
saw hiis fall, lonely, vet undisturbed
furm <tridimg mat of the driveway,

o might even forge, bt seon he wis
frack to remined vou. And hack again —
anil agiin.

He alwiys ememmbers (o say
“Thank Yo and insises tat cvervane
who helps, even in the Retlest things,
are paid suiiable tribuie.

Endurince, patience, tenacity, deter
o, strengdte and sheer stulbar
negs are s qualities. Patienoe o wail,
strergth b heseve angd 1t and boad and
push. Ernduminee to cigineer a seeny
ingly impossible feat of bringing to the
site a century old by bam, which
looked so sektled, solid and substantial
in it setllement in the forest at east

150 miles apway, that il seemoed to have
deep roots in the sel. [t cme downin
Ahree gractor tradler trips, Much swiat
was spilled — and blood, o — many
wurtls were used — and eligquent,
Toma! howrs volunteened., inls
{ransition and reemection
EVEN THE CAT

I heand soamweone sy the cther day,
“Bob Miller is still the best pitcher
around hene”

fiob, who s only slidhtly on this side
of the hall century murk, pitches in the
softball fames. With the same ienadty
of the spirit that huilt the Museum, be
wias (e force behind the estatdistunent
of the community pack, with lights, and
amid many obstacles and sceibacks,
Ermnrgdbat s preofect o fallillment—
A project wiich s conspicucns w such
small villide a8 ours

Fle works six days o week bn his
“Mendit Shop” welding and repairing
cleaning yrin, awd in between, dicker:
img, pleading for more artifacts for (e
Museum

[l b misture of strengdth
amad yrentleness

Yo can e Bim every moming
stricling alomg the stree! towands the
shop, with his [6e dish of food for the
cat, notenly en the six working davs,
but o Sundays, toa

The cat cars seven davs a week.
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Whers the Last weant wis gone fmom the federallv-owned Benthey-Gibson bowse, and talks were again resumed regaeding e bellizg of an aisport in Fickering,
the Greater Toronto Airpors Authority IGTAA) decided to restore this heritige building tn use as their base of operations in Pickering,
Lan Kloull was the architect charged with restonng the Lindmark strecture, which es at the very contre of the old Pickering Township, We thank Lan for
wriling this summary of his comumission exclosivelv for us

Whon the Greater Toronta Alrports
Authorily was asked to research the
“Business Case” for an airport on e
Pickering Tands the immediate dedsion

a5t perform e work in Pickenng
anil the ey questhon wis whete

Mamy suggeations were considened
Ll o vas mare appeallog thin
whitt wits emce the social conte of the
Village ol Brougham, This handsome
structure had seen begier days [t
thiere was oo hiding the elesant propor-
tiens of the home that prosperous busi-
s Walliom Bemtley comimis-
sionedin 1857,

Cluse study of the building
revedled that biving been sadly
negtlected and someschat Jedt o the
clements as well as the bocal wildlife,
there was much o be done if the house
wils 10 breathe life again,

The challenge wis quite enecimons
but the basic structure wias sonnd and
the GTAA cinbiurked wpan the restora-
tion in the full knowledge of the Qifl-
cultivs that Tav ahead including a tme
ddealine that was exiremely il for
such an wndertaking

Hentley-Gilison Honse in 1905

[l boilcling carrivs a Federal
Heritage Registration, which calls for
any s tions or improvenents i be
sensitive to the orgmal diracter of
the house and to @ain approvil of e
work [roem the Federal Buildings
Review Office in Ottrwa,

Accorale measurements of the exist-
inng bl were mady incliding
inspections of all mfters, beams, joists
i the like 1o establish what thene
wias [oowork with in the way of foor
loadings. bearing walls, ele. Based on
[hese mensurements, drawings were
prepared from which planning studies
ensued to condirm the wee and ocoe

pancy the huilding could accommudate

without the extension of the exterior
walls of the Jowse. While not com-
madions g working plan wis accepied
L fu ] thow mmanclage,

Derisions were alse male that whily
the comtesxt, characer and integfrity of
e btlading would be proseeved, this
il Fired 1 e accommplistecd whiile (i
viding @ usable alfice and information
centre which contained e peressany
muoderm eonvenicnces of heating, aie

comlitioning, phimbing and electriciiy
At the same time meeting the regquine
anests ol tolay’s stamdirds for lne-pro-
tectiom and building code compliance

In coneerl with the preparition of
constricton docuiments, listorical
reserch was umlieraken 10 establish
the athenticiy of all the existing pans
ol v Dosilelineg s weell s aceounting
for the alteracions which werne per
forrmme] Dy (e thes owner Donald
Gibsomn im the late 19505

The house has undergone changes
i its vich lifetime and some are casily
vvitdent such as the addidon of the toof
belvedere amid the lroot perch, others
more subile in the interior were also
teaced so that a comprehensive recond
wits e and cxplimations reasone]
Tor their inteoduction

Old photographs aml dawings wene
serutinieed te estiblish the exact pat-
term of the brick chimneys and the
replacement of the moof with cedar
shingles ancl hip boands as would hive
criginally existad. Existing louvmes
wene restored and new louvies made o
erch whene missing. Windows were

P
"

bbb el bt lesving the original
in place and vening the interstitial air
space. The cellar became (he meciani:
citl roam and intake and exhbanst air s
processed throgh louvres matching
(e origlnals of the howse, Flooes and
willls were restomed in the imterior and
what was once the “Ballroom aud
Mucting Hall” of yesterveir is i
back in action as the “Community
Buardreom”

Elemimts such as the access rmp
A @ cunemporary necessity and
while it was never the intention (o
meplicate Victorian or eaclicr wood-
work. the detailing has an copathy
with lormer vears anid is complemen:
tary to the character of the whole.

Simple lndscaping has opened
e e vistas ol the Bailidimg
now sits well in it place (o
shwodl its colour sebeme amd
Iimd-wished brickwork,

The fimal produce works well 25 4
Sate Odfice and [nformation Centne for !
the GTAA and itis most saosying w
B conplimented for bring g thie
Bentiey-Gibson House back o fife

wull fiifean

s cn
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Beniley-Gibson House in 2002, just after restoration Detail af restoration

BENTLEY HOUSE, BROUGHAM

Commentary by Tom Cruifishank

From {0 Clrnfario Hanses: Tradftions i Lovil Ancitecre Photographs by John de Visser

Wilkowrdale: Firedly Books. 2000, p, 79,

I most old communities, the most prominent bullding in town s a church o public hall, but in Brougham, a

erossroads hamlet thiat wdiay secms penloushe close to the inevitzble nonheastem expansion of Toronto, the honour

goes 1o (he William Bentley House. 1t stands proudby at the foue enmers, partlally obseured by shrubbery, but its lofty

aocdiop Bebvedene never ils to ptiract the g of passershy, Architeceiratiy, the Bonse s ever more to offen with it

geners windows and Georgdiin countenanee. The impressive fcmle is enbanced by 2 gofhicized Plladian window,
Dentles could esily have taken his coes fmm an 1865 edition of Te Canada Frrmer, which feanmed plans

for a similarly steled “straighiforwan] square howse”, bonhe s actwally thowg e o bave buil the howse in the

i 1550 Lk patentmedicine Getony stood across e roal.

T 0 —
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CONSERVATION STUDY

by Antedré Scheinman

The Brougham Contral Hotel Bas for some time sat in the middle of the Pickering Museum Village dosed w the public.
The museum Foundationw, however, bad a strong desine o restore the building and putit (o more uselol pueposes. To tis eed the Foundation hired
heritage preservation consultant Andre Scheinmso to research dee struetere il make reeomoessdal ons as 1o the
best use of the bullding within the museum’s context. What fellows i the Executive Summary, which prefaces his rescarch document.
W pulish it bere with the cooperation of the Pickering Mwscum Foundation aod s coin Pa Dumnill,

b mmain objective of this
Study bvs been to exam-
i and evalue the bis-
toric and archileerural
data associated with e
Browghvm Coentral Hotel andd, with
fidlefity to the resulis of this process,
derive a plan [or its future use,
restomtion, and mlerpre ation. One
particular aspect of the reseirch wis
thie search for any possible verifithle
links B tween the budlding and
Peter Matthews, the Mackenzie
rebel, hung in retribution for his role
i the fadled L83 Rebellion, and
whaose fomily bhad crigioally owael
the land o which the botel stood
and who personally had inheried
the adliircent kot This process has
been complicated by the meving of
the building three mmes; the chang:
ingf of the alignment of Grock Road:
the similariey in mmes amd proginmi
Ly of location betwaeen it and the
Bromghimm Eloted Qhe ter operated
try Chiarles Matthews): the Tick of
extant records prior o LE51; amd
the complicted Luud history af Lol
L8 (Peter Matthews” home lolin
the immediate aftrermath of the
Behellion,

While the prinury souree
reacarch mefated to the Matthews
Lurmily wis able wo (Gl in much detail
about their settbement ol Lots 17
ani 18, Concession 6. no doecument:
ed Link toasoructure which would
Dbecome e Brougham o Qarer the
Brovgham Central Hotel could be
foumd. However the location of the
original Matthews family Bonwesici
ot Lot L7, that it was a log structure
which continued to e lived in by

[vid Marthews, bis Bmily and his
mother, Mary Rutian Malthews,
dnafen the TEOOS did conme o Bist,
Furthermiore i close reading of the
land records clearly revealed the
concermns of Feler Midthews for his
family as rebellion hecame
inevitable. As well the questionable
dheilimgs of local authorities with
regard to Lot T8 in the decade ol
lowwring the Rebellion became appar-
Cal

Chi the south GO aeres of Lot 19,
Concession 6, the site of the hotel
structure for over DO vears, it
appears that Abmabam Losic. whao
married Peter Matthews' sister Jane,
wias (e (st peromumnent seitler,
obtarining the parce] froms Dis mothe
er-in-law in 1522 As he is docy-
mented as a Pathmaster for the adja-

cemt roadwinys over the subsequen
dlecade it is likely e resided on Ut
Liunwel, at Ieast thurosghs that period., In
LT he sold the property to
William Bentley, though Bentley iz
repe ety e Dl o stoee in opera
tiom at the Brock Read cormer ol (at
property sinoe LHES.

I LUS 1 Famwes Wooidrulf, a part-
ner of Willim Bentley in his patent
medicine business, is assessed for
(b property and moted a5 a "Tavem
Keeper” in the census Tor that vear,
I April of 185 1 Woodnff was
dranted a liconse 1w operate 4
Temprerance Hotel and the Sos of
Temeperance and Literary Gem notes
that he has "umed his tven Licely
ne in which spirituous lguars
were sold, into a tempesince bouse”
indicaring also thet Womdruffs Inn
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The Frowughar Central Hotel as it appears in the Pickering Musenn Vitlage

wils well established as 2 tavem
priorto 1851,

Though s period as o
Tempermce Hotel was short (1851
CLBSEL it is relatively well doo-
mented aimd seems to have beean the
prime vears for the building,

The 1857 Gould Plan for the vil-
lage of Brougham, which coincides
with the purchase of the Inn proper
tv by Poowell Wood ruff, shows the
Inn as a well-developed operation
with at least four wssocimed strue-
fures. It alse shows the fumre loca-
tom ol the Browghim Howl, which
will everstually come to seperoede
the Brougham Inn.

With the rise of the Brougham
Hestel, the Brongham nn chimded
its name 1o the Brongham Central
Hotel, It continued to operate s
such uneil LY when it was con
verted oA sl

It appears that the mwo seclions
that comprise the boilding wene
cach buile separately and later
joined, The two sections ane
structurlly very differem and
there is evidence ot the junction of
the twr busiliings (such as the cap-
tured section of morth wing roof
which still hs the shingle nails
in place] of this actempt toomesh
v distinet cotitics.

The existing sonrthwing is con-
strocted of plank wall, in which
sawn planks of average 3 1/2 inches
thicknuss form bodly i strug e
and walling of the bhuilding. Planks
run the full height of the building
anncl are moriised aomd tenoned e a
Beivy timber sill and vop plate,
Floor joists/beams are through
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notched into the planks with wedges
wsed 1o further seoure the joint., The
[lanksare panoed into the gable
rafters, In actuality the plank wall
pecthen varies ar the cxising south
witll, Pesis, knewn as shear ping. ane
usel 1o assist stability particolarly
during ereetion, While relavely
URCOmIeD acress e provinee
plank will seems to hive heen
more popular in this area. Plank
will was the derivation of carlice
methods such as the stockade ad
tae plank infilled wmber (rme.

Tl moted pioneer of listoric
huilding investigation John Rempel
examined a very similar plank wall
streciune dring his reseech, wlhich
he dated ps cLB50

The moulding reatment aml
detatling ol the window and door
surrounads and base are ae neo-clas.
sical instyle and finely exeoumed.
The carpenter! joiner was clealy
Lammilizar with thae pattens books it
were populir in the United States in
At period giving rise to the possi-
Enilaty 1Tl Wikl Bemtley might
v been involved in the comstme

jjul!. The vse of cut nails for furring
el Tthing and at miscellineous
locations (o wrotghe mails were
found! preciude the building being
iy cardier than 1835 amd maore
likely c1B40 Other Bctors such as
the reliance on sawn fimber, the
ature of the moudding reatment
diven this hinterlamd location. the
Leck of substantial proof of fireplace
wse el the general dating of plink
wall buibdings of similir detailing
also tend o suppaort this date.

The South Wing wis clearly
ludle s a private mesidenee and
remained, even during the hotel
era. the privite mooms of the ovner
ar propricior.

It appears that the corment north
wing {originally west wing of the
Puileling was purposce-budlt as an Inn
placed stsntedicilly af the head of
the Brock Road where the roadway
(hen joged sismificantly (o the est.
:';‘._': Fivimg heen Buile with o cellir
“which contained a well attest o its
turving been designed for than specil-
ic location and purpese. The plan of
the building with "tap mom" at the

Hatel sigit

fromt and kitchen and stonerooms
L) the rear 15 consistent with carly
tvern desidn,

It is a timber-framed structure of
sivwm posts rumning full beigh and
teeroneed o a heavy tinber top
e Jodsts are mortised, wenomed
and pegged into the posts. The fim-
ber frme was apparent by Gled with
a mix of plaster. dinly and rulible as
a " pugdring” acting as sound aml
rodent proafing.

The tap room was fully wainscol-
el with Tresaled bosends o origingl-

Iv the ceiling joists wene exposed
being finely planed with chamfered
eiddes, Early paint fnishes wene
found on the brams and vestives of
tvpical mid- L9 th contury wallpapers
evident at the walls imaost promi
nently the beivm which formed fhe
rear wall of the tap room).

It ton, exhibits construction
techmigues consisient witha
construction date of 18351845

oo v wrowsat eils). The
period THAS- LES0 would be a
sasorble working date span for

i Iry Mary Lok

Wit By [l B Salaam

the joining of the two sIructunes.

Given e examination of all the
availible "evadence™ it would seem
thit the most appropriate and
responsible approach o de future
interpretipticon of the ruilding woubl
Tree 1y focws on e documented hotel
aspect ol 1he hoilding's history
and/or its many rensiining unique
conatruction features. While thene
are pros and cons tn concenirating
an ¢ither of these aspects (o the
exchusion of the other it is recom-
mended that the oplimuem scenrin
teomshdering the long e vigliy
o the site il demeral education
objectives) wonld imlve both.
Furthermore, once considenng the
imterprestion of B building a5
hotel it does make sense Lo oeus
particularly on the Temperince
Hotel peeiod. as a relatively well
documented, if short, emin the
buililing’s history It provides a
umiifle inlerpretive opporiunity
not only for the presentation
o the hotel itsell but also for the
while social plenomenon of em
prerinee and is influence and
rumilications in 1he development
i Sonthern Onlari.

Any future for the hoilding is
Foing to require te urgent stabiliz-
Chom of the basic struciune, Gllowved
by a progem of thorough exterior
and interior conservatiom amnd
restoration. Most sidnificanty the
Hutel is poorly founded and conse
quently differential settlement is
occurring, As well the timber sills of
(e southe wing, plank il posts
Iases and e wmber Ooor stouclune
denerally are seriously decaved
increasing the settlernent issues and
destubilization of the struciure,
These conditons must be addressed
i thhe short ten.

The Broughiim Central Hotel
has the potential to be as imporiant
to the heritage villige as il oncoe was
tor the Villinge of Browsdan, For this
tooccur however will require the
continued vision and dedication
if the Pickering Musenm
Foumndation and long-term support
of the municipa lity and thee people
it Lnstitutions of Pickering.
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Among the carlicst settlers of
Pickering Township wene members
of the Fricnds Society, otherwise
ke s Cuakaers, o religions onda
nization of “Plain Folk™

fonmaded by George Fox in Englnad in
the seventecnth centory. Timothy
Rogiers—an ancestor of Canadiin
cornrmnications mdate Ted
Rogiers — seftled a number of fami-
lies in the southeast comer of the

tow skl i the carly part of the
ninereenth century. These were later
jolned by other Qualer fimilies from
the British Isles. The history of hese
pestce-lovieg people in Pickering
formedd the fopic of vur December

2001 mecting—"Pickering's {Qnaker

Heringe"—led by Kathleen
Hertzberg, one of the fovnders of
the Canadian Friends Historical
Assoctation. A Tasting legiey of the
Friends” sojourm in Pickering
Toamship is Fickerind College, a co-
cafucational mstitution ocaed in
Pickering from 1877 to 1905, The
schond has sinee migrated 1o
Newmmarket after the main Pickering
facility burmed down m 1905,

Dorothy Duncan, then
Exccutive Director of the Ontario

Historicl Socieny, was our key e
speatker five vears agn when our
sochety made 1 first public appear
amce. Now reticed from the direcior-
shiip— Dot sill active in OHS
alfurs, shoe reeurmed in Ly
2002 o tell us whanl it was like

ﬁ/ﬁmgg Dore

“Grrowingd up i Browyglam,”
Chornthy was born in Cshawa, but
moved o Pickering Township s a
small child. She attended, m difler
ent times, both the Greenwaood and
L Browgham public schools. Aler
attending Toronto Teachers” College
she retermed t the torwnship to
teact: ot the Brock Road Pullic
School. Later Domthy served as the
Curator of Black Creek Ploneer
Villigte amdl as 4 musenm alviser for
the Provinee of Ontaro belore @k
Ing ever the leadership of the QLS.
Continuing our tradition of
abserving Black History Month in
February, we inviled Peter Meyler
co-author with his brother David ol
A Stoden Life Searching for Richard
Pigrpoinet, toorelite he story ol (his
remarkable carly Cntario settler,
Oy Dz s pivces of Pierpoint's
life are Enown, even after intensive
tesearch. bun the Meylers put these
[its toggether to Tesh oot a cobesive
tale of the former skave who served
in the American Bevolutionary
War, maved 1o Upper Cananda adier
lhe war as a United Empire
Lowalist, fought in the War of 1112
and gwmed extensive property in
the Mg Peninsuly. We thank
Councillor Mark Holland for
spomsomng this evening's meeting.

Artist, poet, mond studet of
early Ontario architecoure, George
Druonean was our Srch speaker.
As a fnmding member of the
Canadian Association of
Professional Heritase Consultimis
ICAPHC and the Heritage
Coondimator for the Town of
Riclimond Hill for the past six
vears. George was the right person
to speak aboud the advantages of
relocating heritage buildings. He
enfitled his progran: ~History
Onge Removesk: Belocation
Preservation.” While
i Tormed o part of his address
this evening, Georde s jusl
Liunched a new book, a techni-
cil study of Yok Conrity
Magldings from Iistoric
Interiors LH20- 1920,
[rublished by the Architectiral
Consereancy of Oneario.

“Tinwe Db Makes the Oneario
Landscape” was the title Thomas
Mcllwraith chose for his adilress 1w
U8 i Apnl, Boging it wonkl be "
sufficiently beguiling title to anract
s auience keen o think about (e
mystery, possibility and pleasurne of
experiencing what a culiveal land-
sojipe such s Ontardo’s has (o effer
the receptive explorer” This topic

Bodlt upon ideas already expressed
in his book Looking for (60 Ot
T Cernnries of Lardscape Change

(see our mview in Patfiaster 1.5,
Spring 199480, Many of
Mcllwraith's slides of the Cotario
countryside were ones that our
dtendees recognizedind could
refate toin one way or another.
Mcllwraith is an historical geogrph-
e whit s taoghe at e Universlty
of Toromtn at Mississauga—LErindale
College since 1940,

For onr May meeting we tumed
ter a couple of our members whi
e keen o fell us about their own
historical researches. In“A Tour of
Newloundlnul's History” Ray
Bates ook us away from sonthem
Chatarao to jomn him on bs trip o
Mewloundhand where he met the
Ehosts ol ey explorers at 1 Anse
au Meadow and Lollowed i the (oot
steps of the Grendell Mission, among
otbier expericnces. Henry
Gawman took us even furtler
aliekl—in time g well as place
to sixteentb-century England o

ex o (b life of *The Viegin
Oueen,” as Elizabeth the First was
stvled. The Tudor monarchs—
Henry W10 Henry VIIL Mary, ol
Elizabeth have all held o fascination
for e Curous in part becanse of
their conteniporary publicists, in
part becise of the men of letiers
like Sie Thomus More and Wil
Shitkespeame whe draced the period,
Buut also in part because of their mwn
colonrful lives, Elizabeth's reign
wils it ong one and she was master
of ler Bowse unel the very ¢ad.
Catherine Thuro wrote the
ook an mineteenth-century oil
Lamps. T e, shee B mowe wratten
three books on the subject. the
mukst recent being 8 Laneps 3
Victowian Kerosene Lighting 1060
1903, This last hook became the
sulject of her address w s at our
Tune meeting. Thoro and her books
e been widely accepled as te
clefimative authorities on the subject
of oil imps. She showed us slides
ol varions tvpes of hall, hanging and
bricket lmps, accessories, cirti:
lusiue illustrations and advertise
i, e give us some of e his
tory of the mgmufactrers of these
very attractive lghting fixmres. We
trivel ol our new lonlspeakoer svs
tem with Catherine and she was a
willing participane, and ler son
Randy was indispensable in detring
the system wirking.

.
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EXPROPRIATION

by Johin Livingstone
(Frou a letter to Vietor (Tommyd Thompson, Maveh 176k 1995)

[t el Edlith Liviegstence's Gomily was among the many that were exproprited in 1972 by one or another level of governmen|
in the name of progress. Jobn joined with olhers who created the group "People of Plancs” o ght to keep their lands,

Cortribuliog Inas Ralents as 4 paiiter ind decorator. o 199

3L
1

, bwer yvars belome bis death, he weote a letier i VA Tommy) Thompson

in Whitevale ithout his experience. Tommy aml his wilk Isabel thought we might be imercsted in whial he hid to sae. We thank the Thompsan's
(o sharing par of Livingstone's ketter with s, and Jane Livingstone, fuln and Edith’s danghter. for ageeing i et us publishit.

1 elicd ot knew allof e details

and all of the people involved in the
North Pichening war, 1 wis just o
Dol sonlelier traing o retain my
Tonse and lind, by pitinting amd crect-
ing sivng, ane writing lecters 1o the
newspapers. plos writing letiers for

their names!

W Boun ten acres i Mickering
in Movember of 1957 and built 2
weekend cabin and spent Alcen
vears planting trecs, ingpeoyving e
Tandd, diging and enlirging a pond and
finally building a house in 1950, 50
you know wiy Twas angry wlen

)L'xpnl]Jri.ltir;-J: wils anooneed in 19972,

Edith and I were mygried in 1931
amed mmoved frm Toronto o the lresan
house, which was al the inlersection
o the Whiteviele Road and the
Markham-Pickering Town Line, inan
extinet hamler called Belfond. The
bouese is now wrecked. It either
aljoined or wis past oCan i serving
the feamsters who caned pine [ogs for
shup's masts from the northem aneas
down 1o the Like Darliours [oF expor,
The inm wis destosyed by five and is
area was my goden and when [
wirked the soil [ often found coins
with British mutrkings dated in
the 18005, Inthe 19308 e work
wats dome on the fimms, mosty Iy
mnprower aml horsepwer, with only
d minority of wactors; when there was
extril work, dayworkers we e lived to
lielp with the overlead, anid paid ten
cents per Jiowr 1 day, plus two meals

Brcause Tneeded maney
T 1o Teierm to be a dayworker,
Jwhicly was Laboriows, and breause
[was a city imnigrant Twas e Lt
1 be hired and the first to be fired amd
learned thar there wis also
discrimination in the rural ams,

W wenl (o the Whitevale Ulnined
Church and knew: a lot of people
in the area, and becavse 1 was a day-
worker 1ievelled on my biovele

Recause 1 was outspoken o support
il the C.CF T'was declired by some
to be 3 Communist, ad that meant |
unl Jess wirk on the farms, wis denied

mamy farms in the
itrea, including
Locust Hill il

Beranse | was outspoken

my meagre shane of
rotd work and at
[his critical time

and suppored the
L1 was declared by some

[here were no
emply cotliges
availible, which
meant that Edith
and Fand our baby
Faueline hal 1o
move our chatiels
ik to Toronto
andd stivy with reLatives and go om wel
fitre until we comld re-gstablish our-
selves. Soowe Dad o say gosdbye to
Whitevale, Locust Lill, Cedar Grove
and our neighbour the Cedar Grove

Crdar Growve

Because of procar 2 :
tn be a Communist,

and that meant | got less work
on Lhe frms [and|
wias denied my meagre share
of oaid work.

ious circuns
stances we had to
e [our Limes
between 1931
and 1937 Our
st honse was a
cottigy it the corner of the tenth con
cession of Markhim and 14(h
Avene, now owned by Larme amd
Della D, anc meatted o by
Lome's father Andrew for 85 per

muonth win
dlicdd that vear

Clate Lo be
clivided with
Lome wanting
U rented
Famse, At that
time the C.CF
wits brcoming
| MM,
because im the
heginning a lot
ol firmees
Favoured them,
Ll the
Conservatns
frightened
Chvem Gt by
Spreading
Fumoyrs that
the C.CE was
stmilir to the
Communists amd
inmended t confis-
cate the farms

schoolhouse,
ot knowing

that twienty
viedrs Liter we
winhd returm
when buyvimg
DT TEn J0Tes
ol thee (il
conoessiom of
Pickering near
e Brock Road
where we even-
tuslly buside our
fumise in

1530 This
property wis
cxogeied
by the
Prowincipl
Cioverniment of
Cintario in
1502 to ke

rune [y i caty

Eddich Robinson aind Johoe Liviggrstone 0F 8 quiarter of a mil-
il thaelr wedding in 1931,

liom people. We
Foundhat i with

the other members of te drowp called
People wr Planes. but coulrl net save
our Lind.

I 1953 Phegan the greatest strg:
sl ol ey life when T bad o myocandiol
infarction, meining a heart attack,
A Toe pwen veaes 1 ehought Twould
TIEVET Tecover my strengih, but gradu
ally with the help of drigs and more
moderate lviey 1 ve suevived, We
e bometht Back our howse from (he
Government urder the terms of the
Korth Pickerind Corporation am)
Treased some land, bue although we
bl it tractor and snowhlower, my
chest coulid not function properly in
(e cold of winter, anr in 1982 we
solel o lose Dack to (e govern-
rmentd annd hougthe 3 small house in
Ajax, Here we hope to remain untl
our endd W have a fourspice plot in
Drwuglaee comelery, whnel we June
i since before the expropriation,
une ol Edith's sisters is there and (he
cemeteny is direqly across e road
from the village hall wwhere RO heli
one of its eirlies) meclings.

- Developers seem to own mwch
of the vacit Lind in Ajax, and
although politicians bold poblic meet-
imgs asking for bxpayer input, when
ever somme new Lind is 1o be built on
we end up with overcrowding. elfic
cungestion, no escape routes from
nmuclear dissters, public drinking
water from lakes and rivers lncreasing-
Iy contaminated with reoveled public
sewitge. Every human development
adds by its very existence and need
for fondd, water, clothes, eleciricily,
fastt, (ransportation, efc, to the
destruction of the mausd develop-
mel

[ 1911 when Twas four years old
il fresh rom Britain by the
steamship Leesitania we settled in
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1T°5 ABOUT TIME!
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A HISTORY OF PICKERING

Time Present and Time Past i a summary of pursalves as
wa eniter a new era and a chvonicle of the peopla and events
that have come together to crzate the new City of Pickering

It is & commemoration of our pasl, a celebration of our
prasent, and a gudepost towards our [urture.

Available for only $17.00, including PST and GST, this book is
a pictorial histary of Pickaring with mare than 250 pages, 16
of them in full codour, A brief caption-stylad taxt weaves the
photes into a tapestry of paopla, places and avents,

CALL: 905-831-3811 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

downtown Toronto, aear Colleg
Street and Bathurst Street. a Jewish
community. Up untl then publi
swimming was in Tomnio Bay, Lake
Ontarin. the Humber and Don Rivers
i [ swam im all of then AL Ol D
Toronto was surmounded by villuhes
and it expanded by absorb

tarmating with thwm Liber we
a bouse in 2 villxde near
Bradview and O Connor amd | was

nine vears old and was very impresad
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Publications mpocarily vacant

by the natural beiuty of the Dan
Valbey and its cleiin over stocked with
fish and adjoined by farms and market
siirdening Farud which was coveted by
the developers who bedan agitating
fior a g level bridge across the Don
Vitlley which would open up Leasil
and the thousands of aones o the
north. When this was achieved sewsge
disposal p thit
river which eventually fouled the
river valley In every manner. S

yrars later the powers that be

lants wire built alon

dectiled 1o solve the 'nrl-r="|r'-||.

problem by building the Don Yalley
Parkweay along the valkey and thi
contributed in no s
pollution alung the Don River
Wee decided il wa time o move
from East York where | had lived
mostly from 1916 e 1970 and
whene Edith was bam

| waw 1o air

4

When we decided 1o build a house

in Picke rimg we wene denied 2 permit

berase the schouks wene pvercroml
{, which was caused by the over

tevelopment of By Ridges. Whee

haadd tecshode geining! a buililing perm
thaought of selling our Bor amd ket the
news be known and then a fow
strmgers asked me U they coukd

3 51X montbs opton to buy the pl

Thiere were opions o o0c of (wo
ather properties. wiich made me

Editly awd Jolen Livingstone af their 60th waldding anndversary in 1991,

‘1i|}-]"i'.|l IS, .Illll thire wiks a maron
thitt sameone who had worked at an
aerial survey company had noticed
¢ el of many s
ol North Pickernimg?. 50 with some
fricnds 1 bought a cheap area of land
for speculathon

In the meantime heand about a
local bvyer .',Il -:11|-_,J'.: helpm
gt 2 building permil amd T contaced
him. Fe was on the local crundl
When |L"|L|l. ed my probilem he said
b werde rstond how Mmustraliong the rod
tape was that [ was ¢ \L--r;rr:.':: and
'~I.I‘.:_‘;1:~.LJ showld leave il with him fur
r of wreks. S0 | il side the
and i o wieeks 1 had a penmit
ol it cos1 me thirty five dollars in
Lawvers focs phus the cust of the per

strveys bri

r

mit. 2ol in 1971 wr moved into o
new house, very happy and intending
10 remain there for many vears
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