WHAT'S INSIDE
The Iitile hambet af Altona, named
fora city in Gerany, Hes in the far

narthivest comer ef the Ciiy of

Pickering. The area was first settled

by Mermonites from Permsylania.

Many of the area s cirment residents

ire descendants of those origing!

Mentnigmite ploneers.

The lamlet frself got its start in the
year 1850 with the erection of
fheree prueblic buildings and the plin-
ing of anather. Entrepreneurs
Abmaliam Reesor, foseph
Monklouse, and Willtiam Cooper
Built @ mill, a store, and an in,
wehile the Mesmamites sef in mofion
plans for the building of a new
imeetinghoise,

Tovredate the history of the lramie
wee dneclmnde frere [remis dating back
s faras 1884 and as current as
thiis year. Tie area has changed over
tie years, but with a litte cffort its
ricl herifage can be mriaintained.

Ireher iravels alout sontliem
Ontarie, photographer Lanra
Sawadny lias discovered sume
semspal mirithoyes ereated by
lovers affilk art,
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Iy Traveller {[toss Jolnston)

Rotss i stong s frawedling sadesosan for Se Whinthy Clinsicle,

Die el yiars: 18802188 T wrode o setes o antfles alsne s adveeeiures i the vifliges amd T lets of Plokertg Timaeship aader the Reslfng “Ovr Town anil County?”

e signed Riniself stonply as “Traveller” TRiS et on Altora fivse appeared pn 12 Decentber § 884,
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Teesor Ml from flre Ilwstrated Wistorical Atlas of the Connty of Ontarto (Troate: Reers, 18X7).

All about Altona— Traveller' faken
for @ medicine man by a vinedary
viragn — Men, Menmonites and mitls
“Traveller’ bums te mid-night oil,

Whitky, Der Sith, — Lasi etier left
me huareving along on the town line
berwern Pickering and Uxbrickge an the
way o Aliona

When at a considerable distance
Waenetrum (O willl not say how far s o
ok wish (o locate the exact position! 1
met with the first rebull experienced n
my travels, 1 was getting towinds
cvening, amid a drilting snow storm had
st b wiieh prroved anyihing ot e
able, especially with the wind in my
fare, Thinking it wise to take shelier a
while, Dealled a1 a house by the wiy
side, when after repeated kaocking the
dhoor was apened about three or four
inches and a female face of dhowbtiul
age. mit the mast inviling ever behicld,
peervd cut at ;e and demanded my
usiness there, Putting on my blandest

sinile | replied May Deome in awhile,
Uit come D daere” came the answer
sharp e shrill. "o might ar least
sl Commen ceuriesy 1o sirugger, |
only wish io stay a fow minules 1l the
storm hlovwes o’ was my apologeile
el “No room hene, house full
Mready” was hissed out from between
the thin lips and the door desed with
bt leavingt Travvlker tn face the stamm
as best he ould. Leamerl afterwands
that the house full already” was all a
shiam a3 [ expecied al the time, Too
much wimsgiein the ammosphiene 1o
alow of 2 houseful, on't think a bily
could live therne withont havieg s,
Hualdd oor, theis 8 too severe, Deike hall of
it Dk again, The [net is, T had oo an ol
rubber moerroat, buttoned wp (o the
chin, one band supported an umbrela,
and i the other wis my consint (5
elling companion, my satchel which
make up probably e me the appear
ance ol 3 peramdulating veadiine man

4

Alas the medicine man of this partic-
lar fype, hiwever worthy of oo,
abors mol i this conntry and age receive
thie bomagde pabi] him in less civilkaed
cunnmunities, Civilization you see
dnes not neressanly mean awitity. The
treatment of 2 medicine man in the
wigwams of the umtutored Indians
woulld have been much kess mde than
thal accorded me 25 above statedl; bt
fet us not fonget that the Aumstanoes
an different. Might entarge on this head
bl will pass on. Had a good bunth all to
myself as | pursusd my <olitany way
Fotimd no such difficuly at my next
cilling place, a5 Twis not only kindly
received bt invited to remitin o ten,
whiteh 1 sladly ol

Making a fresh start 1 pushed on
swestward and finally weched i
Alloia Hioted kept by Mr. Andrew
Brown.

Tired cnough was 1, 25 e mads
wire gerting hravy.

Andrew koeps a quict comfortable
Touse and does s best o make his
siests feel it home, He professed to be
A Lrwe-abbeling eiflecn, amd b therelome
il keely b gdive the License [nspeclor
e o e, He has heen 20 vears in
Dusiness here and dsewhere, and [s
very fond of gardening. M Thos.
Monkhouse tbnother of e much
repeciod Reeve of Pickering is the
Post-Master and mercantile mam of the
place, and keeps a fine variety of doods
rmbracing all lines needed ina country
store, He is ovidently doing an exocilent
business here. The business was estab
lished im L B50 by his brother loseph,
wh carmied it on for 15 vears, since
which time it has been conchucied by
Thomas, Can any meercantile hoose in
e fowmship shiow a longer record? O
ey Bl digs there ane fwo both
brick, The lirst, or ofdest, is 2 small
bl g ovened [y the Mennomites, of
which body 1understand Mr Samud




Hoover is the present minister. This
church bas been inexistence hese (or
many vears. The other building is much
Lamger, amel was s | learned erected on
umian principles about 25 vears i,
iinad 3 still 50 held, the Reformed
Moemnonites ownisg the Langest shae. A
 Unien Surulay Sehood is Ield here of
shiiel Me. 1. Barkey is the worthy
superintemlene.

The village school is also hrick and
s Dl in D58, thee ol schoal Duwse
having been built in 1534 when the
scliood sectiom wis first fomed. Mr las,
1 Forlar bs the present Lighly esteensed
teacher. Tam ield that five oot of six of
bris pupils who tricd pissed successiully
e intermediate cxamination. husl
come ser with me and have i look
Wurerugte the “Altona Mills” close by on
he snuth side. Hene we are, and hene
100 15 Mr Abram Reesor the occupant.
sy making repairs in e millece
Building frame, three ind a hall staties,
water power, olil process, machinery
complete, mill been mnning about 20
vears, capaciiv ahout <0 bbls. & day,
Three run of stones, business chielly
siristing and chopping it present, bt
intention is todo more exiensive busk-

hetween a horse chestnut and a chest-
1 hrse.

Wi will o ke a rum dbown furthe
somth jmd see the Aliom woolen mills.

Flan of Altara, sarveyed by Geonie MePhiltips for Daid Reesor, 1857,

readers the indliction of a third attemm

ne thaae Jine. Mr Waterhouse manufar
ro tones varns, Qannels, sheetings, homse-

blinkets (o which he challenges any-

s b anl Ine You Bive our best wish-
o5 Mr. Keesor for the success botb of
yourselfand vour mill,

Then close By is M, Flavins Reesos,
Atep g miller, anid thresher as well, His
il 5 a cicler mdld, ane there is no lack
of grists this season He also muns 2
slgam thresher, termed Sawver's Grain
Kaver” These Reesors work intoeich
other's hands vou see, The one threshes
(e grabeanid the other grinds i Now,

A fine stocam of witer i5 (e propelling
power by which the machinery is kep
i oo Bt water-power and the
hest envnchinery woudid not accomplish
mnch withowt brain-power, and that
finds ils cmbodiment in Me Thes
Waterhouse, the wide-awake
Englistuman whe runs this estalilish-
ment. The Lie partmership between him
e M. Farfine, bas been dissolved and
Mr. Waterhouse his the business in his

thing in the tade) biankels, iweeds &c.
fer. The machinery is very complete,
ang the work tmed out of excellont
aqulity. Traveller wonld glidly have
purchased sweed for 3 gond suit had he
seen his way elear for getling it home,
There s o lande amont of lecal trade
done I addition o heavy shipments 1o
Tesrcmter cmd Momeeitl. There, Tist
shutoff steam for the present is the old
clork hus strck the noan of night. and 1

o In

Although through with the “Aliona
Mills, Tam not throwgh with the mills
of Altoma. There is quite a difference

ewts Banncls. Wenl all dhrough the mill,

swocen mdils 1 will save mvsel! and

bt Raving aready described o other

oo T

arbal b g sned o i tiee moening
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MARKET HOTEL,

COENRR FRORT AND OEORGE ETS.,
TOROITTO. 1
TERMS ONE DOLLAR PER DAY,

LAND FOR SALE.
ART of LOTS No. 28 and 29,
9th Concesaion of Dickering,
comtaining 125 Acres, 50 of -t::'l:
are undir cultivation There are
om the Lamd & good Frame Dwell-

S - House and Barn, lg:-n; Or-
TIlIS firet-clnsn Manxrr Horrt having chard and an excellent Mill Site, The Land is of
heen lunsell by Mn. Axnrew Browy, (late the first quality. and will be sold low for cash. For

of Altona, Uzbridge,) -in the bast doller.x-
day lljmlmn around the market. Boliciting
tonntieg onmiey Gjdp gad the o
Sud theuselver asy homao.

) 17-y. ANDREW BROWN, FPrep

Frrm Pickering News, 1 Docember 1882

furtber information enquire at tbe Subscriber, on the
premises. DAVID KREIDER.
Pickering, June 27, 1837. 53-wl2p

Froun The Constilution (Yorky, & Sepreber 1837
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Iry Mrs. Thamas Dunkeld

'f',l,-|_,:_|'|'|'.l,'_illll'_:(l|' Mes D keld weis ‘i_lf|JJ|lll_1,_‘|'|'.:|| pnider thie Mg Lol flistory o Ak At Atk Posgeers” i SeeadTeile's The Tribune on 27 H'|||.l'|'1.r.rJ.' 1Y,

Al fies jrast to thee swntly ef Altora oo thre Blehely Concession Road, AN el renraines af the former fanlet is ihe sdonTiise,

Joseph Mankhonse's farm, Con, 9, Lot 32, s pictesed i the 1llustraied Wisiorical Atlis of (he Counity of Ontario (Tonmito: Beers, 18771,

b wear 1630 marks the
) brginning of 4 new erin the
: history of Upper Canadi, It is
estimted thar 34 000 serlers

entered the provinee in LA and dur-

imgf the et foor vears fully 160 (00
were added fo the popolaten.

Pk rimg Towenship Dac s grow g
rime in this period. T was during this
time thar the conmmunities of which
we are interested ey Atha and
Altoma bl their beginming .

ATHA

(b firat settler to come to the
cighih comeession of Piekering was
Natham Bentlv who ciime in 18751
amul purchysed e bush Boem, which
Mes, Carruthers now owns, Mr and
Mes. Bently lived there all his deatl iy
1654 One of his daughiers Mrs. C.
Medwon remained on the farm until
the death of her husband, They had
(e Sear O

O this Tarm was the first school
Pose built i the southwest comer in
T L, T was o cotiasde tvpe ansl was
fime school imits day, My Tilier went

Lo thuat school, The desks were all
steoumcl the wall the chililren Geong the
swall. The phiyground wis the King's
higlway and as mud woods
a5 they wished to play in.
The present schinl
Tgwse was huilt in
| Bk, o] n
il L&t 1665
Ihe Lehman
Fivnaly were oo
of the nest to
come, Damel
L came in
535 rom
Pennsylvanii,
boaght the south
lall of Jod 255, con B
In 183% he amd bis
bride zettled on thie firm.
[hefiore Dae brosuglat his Dride
e cleared a few
acres af land and
[uailt it Tt Booasee, In
the three yeiars he rode the same horse
ning times to Permsylvania and back.
When be broaghl his bride they cune
om horsehack. He erected a sowmill,

which comtimued in busy and success-
ful opersiion is long as he lived, After
his death in 186F one of his sons
Abriham (ny Gachen contin-
neid b operie the
sawinill. He also had a
shiingle and lath
machioe, We eliler
children many a
ilav packed shin-
dles all dline The
mill was Jarer
transformed into
a chopping mill
T WL sle
dringler, The mill
at this fime is tom
down, The property
still remgting in the
Letuman mme, El being
Hie preseil ewnee
Tohm Bell i mative
of Duifriesshire,
Srothind cime o
Cinada with his wile in 1H34 and 201-
tled on led 28, con ¥ One of [is sons
el M, Bell married and emained o
the homestend making stock raising 2

Joseph Moaklrase

prominent feature of is frming doiv-
e, His daughier Mrs. Peter Stewar
anl her town sons Tohn aml Peter lived
there until the desth of thelr mother.
Thaent Jokuy smarricd Mary Dhonscies angl
farmed for some time, After JTohn's
dhestlly the progerty wis sold 1o Fred
Thier,

Michae] Nighswarnler and his bride
came in 1838 ol located on lol 34,
gon 7.0 LEAS he also erected o
sawnill on the farm in which he did 2
] Brusiness for &5 vears, Their G-
ily mumbered ten, two sens, Michael
and Tillman, lived on (he bomesiead
unth] their death, The property was
sl ton Alr. Rirton. Tillman had one
s Ot Mrs. Mighswander i still v
it el s, Ralph Nigfewander lives
o [he townline.

Thoe Whitson family alsa came from
Sootland in 18739 sellimg on lof 25,
con B and simee the death of thelr par-
enits the two danghters Misses Ella
and Georgie still reside on the Girm
will Mr. Fred Dreper as mynager,
Robiest Whitson owned the next fimm
east of his hrother's with bis two sis-

o



Friwa Terw Dvvmdr d ey o) s,

The "Clina Mall” probably fir the 19305,

ters [anny anel Mandaret. They
Dad e posst eTiee GR 1l rural moute
came from Claremont.

Abraham Hoover with bis wile
came o Markham purchased lot
39, om 8, in Oct. 1843, A howse hav-

syt bevm bl aned ten acres cleared As

)1i1m' wint by e owned 400 acres of
langl. His sons Sam, Moah, Elsie and
Jacah took possession of the frms,
The farms are now owned by S Tran,
Mrs. Lowis Hoowver, Mrs. SlacDomald,
ancl Mrane Mes. EL Lebaan,

Adam Spears, a native of Sootland,
settled o Jo 2%, con 7, in 18440 amd
alse bile o sawanill, The lumber was
tearnied to Frenchman's Bay, The mill
wats continued i operation by his son
Jamies until aboue fifty vears ago, The
Garrmy wats sold and his son Adam lives
in Whitevale.

Other plomecr mames Gumiliar ane
Lapp, Burks, Lott, Hirrison, Hisey, but
they ame il gone al obers hiave
taken their places.

Mr. Joe Brown came to the elglnh
i LB30 ind i 1889 the Dunkelids
oyt the farm. The Gicher died soon
after, The mother Lizeie amd the (hree
bays Tammes, William and Thomas took
over fill thedr death, then Murny
Drunbebd braght e L,

I can't recall whien the Byvers came

)‘Jhlli Merkbvam bt | remember Mr,
Towe Byers” gransdmether so well, She
wiis i kind lady: 1 worked there when
shie chived s recall Toe Byers' sister

patsset] away the same diy

The only diurch neie Atha wis
erected by the Baptist denomination
sl weas opencd on Sunday Augus)
1835, The services were bebd there
for 35 vears. Only the cemeleny
renmins o the Frank Gostick L,
The minister was Rew, LD Gostick, He
came o Canada in 1832 fmoim
FnngLondd andd was ilways i bis place
o the sabhath. After it closed the
Szl Schond [or awhile was beld in
the Atha school [omse,
a store and blacksmith a1 Atha cormers
marged by Me and Mrs. Beae.

ALTONA

At Alona the Mennonites were e
first toy erect a church built in TR500.
The churct =il stands and seovices
ae feeled there by (he Mennonites, The
mimisters are Mr, Thomas Reesor, M
Freel Wighswanler, Me A St

The umion church, Mennonite and
Christian, situated on the Ahram
Feesor property was buili in 18724,
Chagnie] Barkes being the promoter, He
[rmed st of Altoma, his grindson
Clhiaelie Barkey row lives on the Girm,
The same denomination stll hold
(haedr Sumday Schood and church Ser-
vices [here, The prosenl ministers ane
r. Hallman and Mr. G, Brown.

A oo famuil e o (e Albona pec-
(e was foseph Momkhimse who cime
froen Cumberland, England in 1849
i ] Chiristena Reesor. He

There was o

Drudde e Advona store aned people e
frorm meiles arvund oomake purcuses,
Alter his death bis son Willis fook over
the store, He now lives in Stoulville,
Fletcher Goudie now occnpies the
store butlding.

Thee ombes of M White and M.
MoChancy beloged w the Milland
Gareaily, the Tresed Duavdongd breene poure
rhased from the crown at the fme,
Chie Morris farm belonged w the sime
family. A number will remember the
old blacksmith shop where .
Bocnhibsy worked fronn mon (1 night
shoving Doeses amd doiog repair wink,
O the comer was a hotel kept by Mr
Brown where Me O, Madill now Das a
seneril stom,

One of the carlicst settlers to come
to Allona district was the Danicl Yake
famity who came from Germany in
LHOE 10 ook fowreen weeks o cross.
Fle Duried Dis wife o foor childen at
e, He came to Canada from
Fermsylvaniin with the rest of his Gumi-
Iy withy i little effeets and theee
cantle. OF the children only Michacl
reteained dn Pickering. [n 18106 e
miarried Tame Vandant, They had
twielve children, One of his doushters
Poly eeitrried Mr. funes amd she spent
Al Ter Joangt D oo the faren where
Ralph and Mary reside.

Rushert Scedt, lobn Seoli’s Bilher,
carme from Cumberlasd, Englind in
LHGE. [n LH Y4 he married Alice
Jromes, i canghier of Mrs, Tones, and
eeother of Mrs. Bunker,

There ane mamy more who lived in
Altona, e Whites, Stoullers, Recsors,
Huoevers, The Righswander history
wias in the Tribune a few weeks ago.

T Lneh il Ahae time was neardy all
bushilang, They cut trees, the best of
it ple, pibed e logs and Do e,
thousands of feet of e best tholer, 1o
clear the land. A tree at that time was
ol no value. Do the spring they coulil
tap any numher of Maple trees, mude
their owey wonden sap spiles and
troughs For the sap, Baailed i e inon
ketiles down to sugar. They made
vistr's supply of sugar and wsed it for
all Kimels of sweetening purgaoses. A
iz work from sunrise o sunset for
S0c a iy or fake s pay wheat ad
apples, They alsa bind sbcep and used
the wool for socks. mits, amd took il 10
CLITS podll e Alena o be made intn
el amd v, The doth wis mide
into men's shins and boys” suits and
eoerenills, underwear and dresses.

®

ALTONA
MENNONITE
MEETING-
HOUSE
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— A Shrief SHistory off SAUona —

by Joseph Nighswander

Liwal Mesenonsite Ristorfan fosiph

ighswannder fas wiiecen ofire for Pathmaster oo the Ao Meamowriie Moeetugdonse (1, 2 009980, . 190, oo che Nighswamder Chler A0 0, 4

(U8, e 29300, qad onr Selvood Secrione & 1703, 1099, p 3, This ovesall istory af the hatles g Afnda was orggfially sives as an aididress a0 2 ool diner of the

Seaveesvtela-Gormeay Folkdare Secieiy af Oriearin 0t was deen pblished as e of i collecrion of More Plonecer Hambets of York, Canadian-German Foliore (V. 9. pg 21-280 i

1985, Repristed with permission. A fow minor cdhanges i beent mnaide ar Me Nighswander's sugiesting

Me Cliabrman, Ldies aml gentlemen

[0 o0 Borvoeee el a privilege for my
witle el 1 1o be hene this evening and
share with yoe a e Bivor the history
o the hamdet of Altom),

I case ot everyone here s
aware whiere to Qo Altoma, 1t is
Incated two miles east amd o linle
south of Stouffeille, on the Ploering
Uxbrichge townline

Albors s been at the grogragphical
centre o all of my life s far, | was
bom and Tived for the st 25 vears of
mmy life i the home of my panents at
Lot 3 1, Concession 9, Picke ring. The
house. built im 1851 by William
Feaster, is situwsted o the southem
limits of Altona

Thiks farm was purchusal in 16758
Iy maye el g@ret irand Gather, Martin
Nighswander. His father, Abrmbham, came
dnnbe Chtarso aroind LHOT, s Mvid
with Inis secomd wile Susannah Hoover
oy the Larm now oocupied by the
Marklam Fair sironmds, 1S oahi
they lie buricd on Mt property,

[ 190keh, whoen my wite and [ were
prtarriend, e Jived oanwhae was called
the Totuson famm a Lod 31, Concession
A within o mile of Allona, I 1970,
wihien I besan a secomd cancer, we
mawed to Lot 34, Concession 9, stll
wthilin one jmile of Altuna

Pledos of Reeser Mills, probably early 200k cendary.

Im the cemetery a the ol
Mennenite Chiorch ane Bunied my g
greatdrandrather Martin, my stcat
gramtEntter Martin Ir, v gomedlathe
Enus, and my father David. All of them
i thelr wives lved eut their lives
swithin a mile of Allona?

&0 vou see, Altona and the
Nighswinders ane (uite symonynous
since 1838

When did Altona get its name. and
why were most of the carly seitlers
Mennonites from Pennsylvania?

Since | am speakiing to a froup of
penple who are quite e of the geat
migfration of the early 1 500s into this
et of Cntarso, which included many
PennsyTvania Dutch settlers, Twill not
o it detail of how they changed this
pant of the cogentry from vingin fores|
imto a prodoctive agricaltural anca

There i Litde doubd the mame Aliona
came from the city of Altona in
Germany, The Duteh Mennonite con-
dreggation i that city enjoval great e
tesm of worship unider Danish mile
(e L0 LCY o foer ey years, and pro-
thceel some proditic writers, Toan weli
remember my grandiather, Abraham
Loy, weho reaed Droan o boak of ser
s written by a resident of Altona,
Germany. Se, ilibowgh | know of no
meronds todocument my assertion, i s

agithe Dkl the early Mennoaite sel
fhers manmed the arnlet alter its coun
ferpRart b Germang

A of o also quite awae, 1 am
sure, of Christinn Reesor and his son
Peter wha set out fom Pennsylvinia in
18O, and purchased land af Lot 15,
Concession 10 in Markham Township.

Wit you may nof be as awine of i
that Peter in 1812 obtained a crown
grant of land at Lot 12, Concession % in
Pickering Tewnship. Later a Crown
grant in 1854 of Lot 27, Conoession 9
Pickering. was scitled by Peicr Reesar's
il Peter Ie who mormiad Secannah
Nighswander in 1548, Lol 27 is one
Fuall mmeide st of the main inlersecion
iy Ao, amd Peter’s descendants lived
there wtdl 1570

Also Peter Reesor Se's hother
Abraham came o Allom in 1850 with
Tl wlfe and seven chilldren and Bl i
Tronnnse anl a grist anad saw mill, This
mil] was Jocated on sideline 31 just
soal 1ol the mto dederseetion, and con
timued to serve e area Grmers woil ic
bumed down an March 10, 1944 1
it weell remsenaber spemding many
happy hours as & boy playing chedkers
{n the mbl] offee witle a boyhood frend,
et Froswsam, whose Cithier was e
[ast owmer operator of the mill

[0 i imberesting (o pote hat Abrlom

]

e i

e Terwadommilr M

Reesor, dived of typhodil fever only live
years after he built the mill, His wile,
Christing, left with seven childmn,
remutrried (o Joseph Monkhouse, of
inother pioneer Altona amily, of
whom [ shall speak a litle Liter
Christire had only a life Iease on the
mill, sn its cemership reveried in
Abrabam Reesor Jron her death, even
though it was operaied by Mr
Monkbooee while Christing Iived.
Chinrch and school seem (o have
been central im the Iives of the
Pennsyivania pioneers who foonded
and pograkited Altosa in the ciry vear
Let me tell vou. then, about the school
and chorch bailclings of the Allona
oommumnity, and something of the pee-
ple whi built and wsed these structunes,

THE SCHOOLS

[he first schonl of Altona was a log
Tkl boailn i, 0 s thodbet, TH2S on
{he south east comer of the main inter-
svction, just mortl of where thie old
Mennonite Chucch stands sinoe 1552
[t wits almost certainly of bog tonstmic
flog with chinked walls and unplaned
plank flocrs. It wis likely devoid of
ghoves, maps. books or any ather each
i aid other than the hidkory stick,
and slates. Most teaching was by reoita-
thotr. O historian avs the teaching

4




[ofessinn was nol seen i a regpectable
juby, snd mcst men sepchers wene per-
sopes who wene incagable, for one reason
o anedher, of haed plysical woek Some
wire threamers, some cvenalooholics

Anew school was builiin 1854 on
T weeest siche of sideline 31, on the
ptker sade of e rosd and a litde sonth
of the first schoeol buililing The present
sl lowse, mow usel as @ community
contre, was il on the same e in
0112 10 s stlll dnexcellent condition

It may be aof interest o note the
dividing line between the Alton and
Cilasgtow sclool sections wis the towie
line road, only a few homdred feer north
aof te At schonl

This situation cavsed some prolivims
Uamwigh thoe vears, with children from
the porth side of the tosship line hay
i to entboer atiend the Glassw schonl
1 1/ miles up the mad, or pay non-res-
ident fees to the Ao schonl section. 1
recall ouite vividly e controversy
canseed in 1959 when (he Altonma school
became overomawded and all chilidren i
{he Glasgow section were requined (o g0
ton gheir own schonl, Twis ong of te
schinol trustees at that fime

THE CHURCHES
Until THAS the Mennonites of the dis-
)r‘in dathered, it seems, in e Doames of
s esteambers for their worship services
When the congrsgation drew toe
lirgee thay Began nsimg? e ol log
scholfouse on the S.E, comer, The
first recored mindster was 3 man by
the mare ol Tranicl Breider
According to an old minute book
slich 1l in oy possession, a meet
ing ol the members of (e Socety of
Mennonises” was hebd on Februan 9 of
A5 Jor e purpose of selecling
trustees for a piece of geound on which
Lo Jecinte @ burving ground amd build a
reeting house
Jacob Burkbwdder chaired this meer-
D, sl ahye Erustees appoinied wen
Arabhiam Stoaffer Gounder of
Stouffvillel, Samuoel Hoover, ind Martin
Nighswandern Liter meetings, of which
there is a rogond i ke old mimste hoak,
were hdd in the schoolliouse on
February i, 1857 and fanuary 24, 1852,
On Jamuary 19, 1853 the Instee
mceting wis held in the new meeting-
honzse, which indicies (e churdh was
[l oy RS2, It s said by an area hisio-
ian tle masoey work was done by a
Nilliamm Fepster, who while building ihe
churcly canght a cold, which later cinsed
his dlesinth. Mr Festster wis the Tather of

Favchel, wide of Harmon Yake, another
Al pioneer

Continuens servioes, although nm
every Sundday, were held in this chaereh
il 1974,

Theee Duileling is seill in good repair,
althonsth nmused exeept for conumein
mative services held om October 5. 19680
and Oetober 3, 1982 As one of ihe
brnstees for His building and e adjoin:
ing cemctery, | am interesied in any
connse] froom persons such as hose of
v whn ane here tomight as o the
Tuture of this Duiliding.

e olidest grave in the cometerny s
that of Elizibeth, wife of Abmham
Stouffer. Iuis dated 1635,

I 1875 Abrabiim Reesor (e ave
litnd to the people of the Mennomie
Hretheen in Chirist Cherclh, amd of the
Chiristiam Church, so they could build a
place ol warship Noah Devwiler was the
fist paston.

This church = lovated 2 thozand
Tt or soeast of the i nersection
o e seanth side of the townline. The
Lat service bield in this chirch was in
Tuoetes 1EOGEN 11 £5 rvoow aeseed foe o) pros)er
ingt Christian Day Schoal,

Foir mamy vears ihe oo groups used
the buniledingg on alternate Sundiys, with
ithnost all members of both congreyi-
s atleneing the Umion Sundiy school
andd gach ather’s worship servioes

I che early and midele 195050 1w
LIS persons were comelled inthe
Sunday school progdramme, and it was
thee Jargeest Surbay selaoc] i Pickering
Towmship with attendance of over 200
penple 001 SOIRE OCCASHILLS,

I LS5, e pwosdroups united amd
alTiliated with thoe Thated Missiomary
Church, Later in 1969, dug wan amal-
garnation of e desomimiions in the
[L5.. the name changed to the
Missiomry Chirch,

There is no cometery e the site
accupicd by this church building.

{OTHER BUTLINNGS

Anther building of inlerest, which is
still a gt of Ao, 1s dee old Al Do,
The wast frame section was built in thee
carly LS0s, witha Later two storey brick
addlition addierl in THFS. 1 was an
impressive and papular enteriainment
pelivoe i the Fatter ot of the [
Creatury, A dilided sign hong over the gild
el barroom i1 e new seetion. Above the
Erarrvon was a disdng memy ballioom, A
seconsd dirmeed room was in te other lall
[y diticen ehire wene guest rooms and a
residence for e propree g

Nighswaneder Cider M, deaven By Fand 1, Backleolder fo accompainy
thre Nighswaruder article in More Fioneer Hamlerts of Yo,

Nighswander Cider Mill, painted by Elsie Nighsuander (Joseph s wifi).

With prohibition in 19140, the hatel
business declined. and the building was
useil for other purposes. A general store
weas operated by 00 M, Madill from
1927 to 1953,

[t is o wsed as an apartmen|
bruriliims smd is sl in good conditiog,

A fuistone of Altona should
meentaen (e Monkiowse store, which
Derame quite fimows in the general ane.

[ T8 % Joseph Monkhouse aerved
in Tormneo from Cumberand, England
In 1550 he came to Alwona, and joined
Jnis Drnotbuer Thonmas, who Did begun o
keep ageneral store, The first store soon
erame imadequate, so Thomas boilt 2
larstee amel imgressive Hee shoey il
fnd inn about THGS just sauth of the
Mennonite Chuech The Honouryble
Georde Brown delivered a political
speech on the occasion of e opening of
Ak stoe, A Tecill histerian notes the
specch wis incredibly dry

The min oor of the bublding
wits i el slore with the typicil
pethellied stoves and merchandise on
slwlves on the walls,

The miin attraction, kowever, was

[ Ol Il an the 2od oo, which
carmied a T imventory of dey gomls
anid delivware, Handsome dinner and e
s005, tolet sets and a bewalibering van
ety of fancy china, much of it imported
[rom Europe, muicde this store an atirac
fiom to bavers from a wide area. The
Tamily Tived onche thied fooe,

Josephe Moskhouse was o well
respected and admired man. He served
for L vears on the Plckering Township
Council and as reeve from DHSERT,
and was Warden in 1887 This wis the
Jowsephy who mareied Christing Eeesor,
whom Tmentioned earlier as the widow
el Abrabum Reesor He also purchased
the farm at Lot 32, Concession 9 Liner
known i the William Reesor farm, and
farmed there for 12 veaes om 1574
(o TG Joseplh returned to the stone
in 186 on the dead of his brother
Throenins. Ioseph dicd in 1907,

His son Willis operated e sione
il 19757,

Tean well remeanber as a boy
lanking with awe and wonder at
Che besunitul chirswane, which still
orcupied some of the shelves,
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Memorial simme af
Elizabeih Nighswanider in the Alfong
Memsanite Cemetery.
Mhar by pipetlon b i Cermare.
Anather well known building was
the Nighswander mill, wiich begin in
the mid fifties 05 a woollen mill, then
Later became a grist mill, and sl Iaer,
an apple butter mil 11 was located on
thee sonathy half of Lot 11, Conoession 9,
and was tom down only a fow years
g 10 was ogerated (n the Liter vears by

Memorial stene of
Martin Nighswander in the Altons
Mennoniie Cemetery.

Commeumidy, Many of the descemdants of
(ese Families are still familiar names in
the Pickering-Markliun are.

e should mwention lames Jones So
and his wife, who in the cardicr 1800k
paurchased Lot 1, Condrssion 1
| Ixhriclge, just westof the meain infersce
fiom. His son Abijah Sz, was an aoive and

1852
ALTONA MENNONITE CHURCH
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ievelopment of this

Histarical plague erected by Heritage Pickering,

my uncle Prier Nighswander and by
my cousin Hamvey
FAMILIES IN ALTONA

Ll moot have 1 or s fo men
ton all aof the pioneer fumilics of this

fenerous member of e (omunumty:

| e wodl remcmber bis soms Abijab, Jr

and Ralph, and dagditer Mary who lived

(1 Ehee [onses bomestead o the 1940s,
No history of Aljoma wouli] be com

plete without mention of the Lewis fims

e members of which still e in the any

Thomas Aimbmse Lewis came o
2, Uxbride, in
THA4, After o maove bo Yok County
b returnid 1o Lot 4, Concession 1,
Lixhridlge Township He was twioe mar
ried and had 10 children. One of his
s, Thommas H., fammed on Lot 1,
Comeession 2, Uixbridge. His sons
Stanley amid Berrm operated a beel
ring for nuany vears, e distinely
remember diving some of nw first car
driving gaing to the Lewises early

m the mceming? for our shane of fesh
beel Fred. son of Bertam, operated

A stare and Brm michinery agonoy

it Altoag from 1946 w0 1972,

Robert and Harobd, sons of Stanley.
still T im thie avea and e well known
ind highly mesported

The Barkry lamily has aso been
promineat in Along, Danid Barkey,
with his wife Barbara Pike moved to
Lot 28, Concessinn 9, Pickering in the

early 18505 They neplaced the log
homse on the propenty in 1857 witha
very beamiful stong home, which is
still im exeellent condition.

Charles Backey, srndson of Tanicl,
i Lives e Dublin Apariments in
Mirkham.

Andl then there ane the Yakes, the
Hidgsons, the Millards. the Wilomans

the Hooveers, the Stovers, the Byvers. and
thie Grones aiid edbicrs whiom [ casiol
mentinn for Lick of time aod spaoe.

[ have mentisnally included in
I: (il sevenal r'I1II|i:'~ who were

Laat 2, Comdgssion

LH Ly

Hn_-. ane J[.I.J1 o the quln v ol 4I|.
commieniny, and thene was mutwal
respect Lor et other i spite ol the
vartety of backdmunids of ihe people
who lived in and arowsd Altona

Al of the members of all of the fami-
L | e mentioned Divod and Joved,
Lnghed and wept. They witked inmredi
bl bl fa e tlae L, v mise their
fillidmen, and to be responsibie ol izens

In must eases they lefi us 2 hentade of
stahilaty, of indegriey and of Gaith in Gl

In conchusion. this bricl history of
Altoma mnst mention the CRpropnaen
of Ll I 1952 by the Govermmend of
Canada for the new Toaronto
Inermetional Airport

Even though the airport hus not
been buili, the resulfing deimogdraphic
angl sociological changes have almost
coniplelely altered the chirscter of the
Allona commumity,

[t that i another story

<

ALTONA
MENNONITE
MEETING-
HOUSE

(teuo: Clarke i, 1976, 194

I 1807 the first Mennonite
settlers had made their way into
Markham Township, taking up
land near the Quaker seftlement.
aand b begun, almust Impercep-
[ty :nmhrymtlnﬁlmi
Mﬂtmﬂmﬁ-

mum&gaudnum
e 0 b brick — i sl
hlmlacﬂun mr.[ur hnd;-—-

th:Sudrl;F M._I’Hl!nd! ll'dngm
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THE ALTONA INN

Few: Bamlets er villages can date their beginnings as procisely 08 can Alten, Undi] RS0 the caly public or industeial building
thar existed at the junctome of Pickering Township's Sideline 30 and Usbridge Township's Secomd Concession Road was 2 log schoalhnmse
[ the vear 1850 tree entreprencurs— Abraham Reesor, Joseph Monkhoose id William Cooper—

Reesor's Mill

Abraiam Reesor (1815- 18551 was
Ui sen ol immigrans Peler Becsor
(S 1854 and Esther by In 1RO
the Reesor family, headed by Christian
[eesor, Peter's Biher, e the ek b
Comestoga wagon from Pennsylvania to
MarkDam.' They were ameny M cardy
seitlers of Markham Township. The
Reesors were part of an exiensve
Mennomite mignnbon (o Mackham, part
of which spilled over info westerm
Pickerimg Township,

I 1550 Abmiham Ressor, win
Tarmied Lt 34. Concession 3 in
[ickering Township (own by
Cherrywonod!, built two mills, a foar
mill and a saw mill, 3 the nort end of

o 30, Comession 9 In Pickering
j.ﬂ'.'nshfp ! However. just five veirs
after Be started the mills be died of
typhaid fever Joseph Mogkhonse
married his widow anid mn the mills
Tor awhile until Christing died. then
Abrabim’s amd Christing’s son,
Abrabm, |1, took meer the operations.
After the Beesors (e mill wen? theough
axerics of hands wniil it bormed to the
sround in 1544,

Monkhase’s Siore

Josepdr Momkhonse (e 1H2G- 1909
orgimlly e o Canada West in
L8489 1o oprrate a stone in Stouifville,
bt baee soam came 1o the norl end of
Pickering Towmship o join Bis brother
Themis. Hlere he established 2 business
which was o be widely hailed during
is lifetime, aned which sould last for
et 2 century The busisess wis i
stone. which Joseph creed in 1850 I
was here i 1857 tut the st Office
wias npened with Jusepl s the fies)
Postmaster.” It womld have been at thar
e (Tt & mame was chosen for the
post office, ard themefore of the Bittle

amlet that was abing shape anund it

When foseph Monklouse Jeft o run
the Revsor Flour MilL snmetime after
FE5Y, ks brother Thomas stepped in to

creited the mucleos of e hamlet of Altcma with the oilding of & mill, a stome, and a el

Tlre Alfmoa I as it wogrdd have looked fn 1850,

Githe over he hadly operation of e stone.
Howas the chicf cleck and o the
Postmaster vt Be died in 1586, Afler
i1 T vears (e Dausiness wils so siecess
ful thar e ol tec-storey building was
b e aned 2 e three-storey build:
i wans erected Bnils place in LEGS

Onee [oseph Monkhouse's duries a5
pniller cesed D trmed o Groimd. He
purchiased Lol 33, Comeession 9, and
theme cirried om a successiul Girming
Ot Hoe alse ook op politics aml
serveid o the tosmship council for 10
weitrs. A measure of his stature may he
titken from his ebection to severl eems
a5 Heeve of the township (18441880
a5 wiell 15 3 51 as county Wanden
(18870 When Thonus dind in 1856,
Joseph lefr ol famuing and returmed (o
Phee stone, Menkhouse diced i 19070
and e besiness was tken over by his
=on Willis whe continued (e hysiness
petel LT This bodlding, o, evenli-
ally succnmbed to the fdimes.

Conrper’s Tetei

[n the same vear that Abraham
Bresor was Bodlding M oills and
Inseph Monkhouse was creating his
store, both near the southeast commer of

Atenn, Willkam Coeper wils erecting
the Altona Ton om e nerteast comer
of the infersection. The holel wis a
netnsgy i Adtona for B0 yers hefone
it el wictim to the Temperance
Movement.

[ Pickerimg e concessinms were i
nut fmom Lake Ontario, so concession
poicls run cast-west, e mon besouih
manls being meferned fo a5 siddines,
Usbridge, on the other hand, was 1id
ot Troem Yonsde Stoeet and soits cones:
sinn reads ru north and south. Whene
Slcdeline 3Cin Mokering meets the
Sveond Concession Roadin Ushriclse al
the Ustriclge- Pickering Townline lics the
Bt of Altona, cqually divided
heween Pickering and Uxhridge. The
Toenaer Altona Inn i situated on the
notheast cormer of this meersecticn, on
the Unbriddge side of the moad

The willage of Clarcmanl in
Piekvring lies t the east and a Tite
soth— abaut seven kilometres, while
Stondtville s aliont tie sene distinee o
the west d a linde north, Ome 1 %th
century writer refermd to Altona as
St castern sulveeh of Stoufville”
Indeed. the citizens of Altona have
alwavs related more o Stoulfville than

teredthaer LIl or Mok ring

There is no evidence that Ny SITc-
fuere L beens built on the nonbieast
o of what became the hamlet of
Atona belome LRS0.When Williim
Caprr purchised the progety in
L850 it wits with a view to constrisc:
ing i inn. This was to be onc of cighe
(hat exisbed i Uxhridde at mid-centuny
As McBumey and Byers stated in
Taverar dn e Towwr:

Uxbridie was founded by
Fennsylvania Germans and
Cuakers, amd froem carficst times,
when John Plank huilt the first tav-
e there, business and drinking
Nowrished, Py meid-contuny thene
were ¢ighn tivems in Uxbridge
Terwneslp g, fny the free-anid-vasy
spirit of the times, people 25 young
a5 flteen vears were alloowed 10
drimk in them!

Conper’s inn was in 4 sieategic
Iocathon — about mid-way ilong the
cast-west rouie Beiween Clrenmnt and
Stouffville. 1 would serve i 2 stopping
place Tor weary twvellers aned a5 a0 mevt
ing place for local residents.

[nns wene an important insiantion
in pioneer society and swene ofien
among the first souctures w be erected.
For travellers oo thetr way o their new
hamesteads, of ol el way o micket,
O O COUrSE, O Many Aanether journey,
inns were places for fodding, dining,
and drinking, and for the refreshing
el stabling of horses And because
trave] was slow and tedions inns wene
freguent aong the rmads and spaced az
coverient intervils. For communily
|rrposes ines were oflen the only pub-
lic buildings available for mectings on
social gakerings, 10owas heee that
flamces were held, politics was dis-
cusserl, aml all the Jocal and distam
news was cxchanged.”

William Cooper was G0 vears old
when e eatabdished the Altoga nn. He
maintaimed it, possibly with the help of
Ti< som Lames, for five years belone retir
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ing and selling! the business to Andrew
Linddsav: Inthe 1851 Cersus for
Uxbricge, miller Jodm Nicks is listed as
oaming a distillery. This may have been
At least ooe source of Cooper's supply
af liepeor®

The next owner of the Altoma Tnn
was Andrew Lindsay, Lindsav was
included in Livell's Direetory of 1857
as the innkeeper. but he may have died
Al vear or e next becaose for the
vears 185859 he Assessmoent Rolls
list George Leviet b, 182590 as innkeep-
er. [ames Cooper b ¢ LA27) was the
innkeeper in 1860:61, Andrew Brown
in 1865, wd Georde Fishbum from

1E66 0 LEA0, And in TRET it was
Anlrew's wife Hannah who solil ot to
Antlrew Brwn,”

The man who owned the inn for the
Losnydest perisd—for 39 vers—and the
min whiose name is wsually associated
with the inn_is Andrew Brown (1523
LS00, This was tot Brown's s] asso-
iation with the running of an ian, He
hadl been proprietor of te Halfway
Tiouse e called it The Forest Do o
the Fourth Concession Road at the cor-
ner of Stmifville Road.™ And in 1565,
as we have seen, e rin the Altona Inn
for Hanmah Lindsay.

Do uperated o very suseessiul
buziness in Altona, sucoessiul enough
Loy THFS Lo carry ot a project of rene-
vatiom, He repliced the wes) half of the
oldl frame building, which housed the
bearvcmm, with a new (wostony brick
alddition. A new barmoom — decortel
inilt—was inatalled on the frse foor
and i it was 2 dinbegd eoom aml
ballroom. The east wing which was kel
inract, wis renovated to house an addi-
thanal dind g room, guestroons and the
residence for the prprivtor and his

Gl At the entrance a gilded sign
stoorl as an invitation to patmoms.,

The zelling of alcobulic beverges in
taverns and inms was regulated fght
[rom the eariy vears of the provieoe's
history, In order tosell “spiritous
liquors™ an innkecper had (o obiain a
licence, aml the number of lecnees for
any township was determined by the
Court of General Cuarter Sessions of
the Preace™ I additson, dse sile of
liquor was closely merseen by inspee-
togs. [ 1805 eldhueen people in the
Hoane Distelet applicd for lcenoes o
keep a tavemn. Not all were recommend-
e, but among the sucerssiul applicants
was Hawkins Woodnfl who was the
first to operate o hoteltavern in
[Mckerimg Township® 10 was ot il
abaut 182 % that the first hotel was
established in Uxbridge — by 1P
PLank, av what became Usbiridge
Village, " It is not known, however, if
Plank’s Bote] was immediaely eenoal.

By alll accounts excessive consump
Lo of aleohal was 2 severe problen in
e priesneer society of Upger Caneila,
Amost all travellers” and settlers”
Acoous mike mention of the over-
dlrinking anel its eects on fumily fire
and the local commurity. The causcs
for this were many and complicaied
and canmot be sty summarized in
this report, but cortainly contributing
frctors incheded the loneliness and
harshness of pioneer e and the Tk of
bntedfuetoal ind cultwral stmolants and
social engadement, " And for the trav-
tller, whiskey, which wis extremely
cheap was o welcome relief at e e
of an exhausting oy,

The Temperance Movement —
an attempt o deal with the ills ceated
bny the problem of over-comsummption —

Tre Altona I as i wandd Jave lomked fn TRIS,

beggan in e United] Stnes wherne the
prodden wias just as acue, From there it
spread 1o Upper Canada where the s
tempeninee society was fomerd in
Bastand Township {Leeds Countd in
LU, By TRAZ there wene about 100
socieries in Upper Canads — inchiding
Pirkering Township, but not yel
Uxbriclsie, Hlawever, an least until the
mid-century the areuments of the pro-
hitritionists did ool carry muoch weight.
Foor e (hing whiskey sales bad an
impartan economic function. As Leo
lnl sy prat it
In carly periods when grain was
chasp and difficult o transport,
whiskey prochuced feom whcat paid
for many varly farms, Moreover, in
an erawhien trvvel was slow anid
difficult, frequent inns wene meces-
sary for the comiorl and will-being
of ravellers, and the sale of aleolid
wils a mainstay of the innkeepers’
incomes, Witho the sale of
whiskey there is liethe doubt tha
iy, if not most, inns would hive
been foreed te close, Indeed, not
only was (he larter argument used
1 (lefend the sale of whiskey, bu
in premiods of strong tempesiee
agitation the dependency of e
pblic on the s was expluiied (o
prrevent ie effective introruction
of antHlinuor legdislation
In Ostario County the Tempreranie
Maoverment began to ke a foothodd in
the 18505 whenseveral new societies
wire forml, inchuding one in
Ushridgge, In LESE 3 demonstrition by
femperance advociles was lield in
LIxhridlide in order to bring attention to
the issues and o recruil new members,
10 e proapalarity of prohibivion was
INCICESING frowever, it wis not iranslar

ing¢ into votes. And when bv-laws were
prassed they proved Lo be inelfecioal, or
wirse stll, counter-prochuctive, Viters
wiere wiell awsire of what happenedin
Bowrmnville in 15859 whene a by-Jaw
wila passed to profibit the sale of
whiskey by inns and taverns. The
Wittty Climnriche reconmted the mesults:
Thee effects of a prohibitory liguor
law In Bewmanyville are datly
Becoming mone inmnvenicnd,
and a subject of public complain,
The Tavern-keepers — prevenied
from sefling skl om which alone
ey derived a profc— Reep their
premises altegether closed np,
their gates Jocked, and will nom
opers them to travellers or anyony
clse, This ey dio e wane of rekalia
thon for the unjust manner n
which they consider they have
been treated. The result is than nel-
ther food nor a place to rest— tor
ritn or hiorse — can be progured
i thye Towr for live or money ™

Customers, of course, simply went
10 nearhy towns o secure their wands
and needs, Johnson adids:

When farmiees and trvellers,
complaiming of the lack of
accommodaion for themselves
arul their horses, began 1o avoid
Boarmanville, the nlaw was hor-
rpdly repealoed, Afler ) few such
cxperiences, e movement Gded
Trome view wngil the 1570s."

As interest in peobilition e to
warx again in the T8 70s there wis
another grand demonsicition in
Uxbrichde in Mty THZ 3 Ted by the Sons
of Temperance Socety. Perhaps in
respronsse (e xbridge Township
Conmeil in 1875 passed a byv-law (o
L the number of Givern lioenees to
five, Amond those fortuna e five was
Andrew Brown of Altona, The other
innkeepers ol ok content with
Tioences for Temperanie Honses, '

Meamwhile the provincial and feder-
al drwermiments Begin to sl into he
act. In T4 64 the provinee passed the
Dkl At which introduced the prin-
diple of Local Option, Any county or
muricipalitv—if they conld secure a
mmajrity vote—ucennled rofili e retail
sale of Fiqoor, Tt wasn't until 1877,
Toweewer, that a poll wis taken in
Ontario Couty, Uxbridge Township
way ome of four municipalities i
ot against probdbition, but sinee an
wverall majority in the couniy
apprved it was put into effect in the
Tollowing vear, The now Liw, owpever,
prved to be unenforceable in the coue

L4



[ anud just a year later —in 1879 —
A b-law to repeal the Dunkin Act in
Ontarin County was rssod,
In 1878 the Federal government,
tder Jubun A Macdonald. passed the
sttt At which hal much the same
)‘-.l'-‘]xm:ls s the Dunkin Act. It tonk
amother eight veins for s to come
into eflect in Ontario County, only to
be repeabed #gain twee vears later —
adain becitse it was wienforoeable, The
repeal of the Sl Act in Ontario
Connty brought e e agiln the
Cronsks Act, a L (hat was passed by
the provincial goverment in 1870,
paneizgt the aethoriny for leencng (he
sale af alcolal o prosinci] Tands™
Soin TR0, when applications came in
aggain o lguor lrences, the provingial
inspector again approved five licences in
LIxbrriclde Township and once adiin
Anelrew Bravem wiis arncng their num
ber ™ The strigile bervecn the Wels
] Dhevs contineed for the next 20
sears, bt while Brown always Geed e
thuresel oof Insimgg bis right w sell liguor,
T licence was rencwied annualiy,

The federal overmment tricd
gain—his time uder Prime Minister
Willrid Laurier. Tn TR they helil a
national pleliscice, and wlkile a majon-
L voted in Fvonr of prodisbition if wais
it large enougth majority for Linrier

fecl conlident i passing il into liw

Then the provinee tried again. Under
Premier Fames Whitney the rules were
tghuteneid: e cost of lcemees was
increstsed i inspections woere male
bty mmeome fregquently imd more sieh-
gently, Whitney would sl allow
mmnicipalilivs to intrwdone profibition,
Dt o 0 ey ackibeyed a dee-fils
mjority of voters. In 1905, 99 Onlario
municipalitics pot the question Lo )
vite. The tewenships aroud
Uxbrige — MarkThasm, Pickering,
Whitchuech, and Soott—were among

(e 4, but Uxbridge was ned, Uxhridge

did. however, put the matter before the
electorane i the following vear, b
ilthough the Drys won the vole they
[l o rech the necessary thee-lifhs
gty Prodibicionmists Tad fowiil
amather three vears before thev could
miake another attempt, wnd this dme—
in 11 0—thew sere sncoessul. Local
Optinn came into effect in Uxbridye
Tewwniship in May 15107
Tefiome the axe fell, Andrew Brown
hac retired in April 1906, By that lime
)— wils B years of age, He dicd a year
~later and was butded alongside his wife
Mtk twbu head died n 1901 i thee
Altona Cemetery, His epitaph reads: ™

[ i bedeed, i dleath Bimented ™ And
this septiment seems o be genuine, for
Ty all anecomnnts I was a highly respect-
el mernber of the Altona community;
and rn an efficient, popular and ne-
nseise estihlishicnt i Ris mone
i 40 vers am the Bospialiee e,

Several authars refer o an epithel
it becanmse associined with the Altona
[nn churing the Brown regime — Lonk-
See Brown” Hotel — aml conclude
from that thill “many hair-raising
events took plice tere™ Bul oo com:
prilativn of storses has suevived (o sub-
stantiate fis imerpretation. A mos
[ikedy cxplamacion of the cpithet is tha
tiealid to e by Toseph Nighswanider
Angirew Brown wias justly proud of his
oo aneh bes oldeor, Fle Tkeyd to ke
gnests on 3 tour of the premises and
stoprpinnd dre Croand ol i particelbir e
he weished o podnt out would sy
“Look, see... " This explanation
i much more in Beepind with e
repubition that Browen Rad eirned
in Altona over the vears, His busial
in e Mesnomile cemetery is il
atall an asomaly.

I D906 Tead Ceravers maveeed o from
Toromte to Lhbriiate with his wife T
Mae tee ke erver the unning ol the
Mot Hotel, He apparently hind
dreams of wrming the hotel o 2 sune
me resort, ot that was not to be !
Mera comple of vears e e ed over
the speration of the business to lames
Wt who ran il for the next three
vears with the help of his son Hamy
el Local Option made it unprofitble
1 1500,

The next owmner, Mickhid Peters of
Toromt, whi seems o have beenan
absentee Lundlosd, Dormed e Eldi g
into apartments. There is some ovi-
dence that one reeter ney also fave
sl pitrt of the premises as a store dur-
ing the summer mopths. ™

Thee forener hotel gained new pa-
pose whien Oliver M.~ Olhe” Madill
CLHEST968) returmed (o his roots in
1921 and reeoaodelled the Toilding into
a genertl store. The Monkhouse store
s S D eperation el would Be for
another decade and a half, but there
wias little competition as (hey fraded in
dillerent gons,

While Madill came to Altong from
Lot b wins Eorn i Browybum and
had ronts that went well back in
Pickering histone His groat grandmith-
e, ek Winen, was (e davfater of
Joshua Wixon, one of the earlivst ser-
thers i fhe nortl el Pickering; she is
helieved to hive been the first white

child bom in Pickering Township,
Mlachill's tenuee in b former Allona
Ty was secend ondy to that of Andrew
Browmn. He ran the Altona Generil Stone
for 32 vears, fom 1921 1w 1953,
When Madill took over the premises
Fre [owead (hem bacdlv in nevd of repeir,
He complesely renovated tue intenor (o
make it suitable for grocery sales, He
aildled shefving, but found tat the old
b would serve just as well for his
commter, He potom i new moof, (o
dwn the oue-hisildings, and cleared
awii the maderissl, Bat mone he
conld mot do immedintely because he
founned Bermsell i the mdddle of a slomp-
iy market. For vears he and his wife
sirugged to make eouls meet, but even-

Madill pevtably chiose the righe time
fo retine, for by the 1550 small coun-
£ry siores wieee Brdinning (o dive way (o
the super stones appearing in the lowm
cemtres. 5o when Bebert Hilker Brown
came o froom Bruee County b ke
over the stome he found a business il
was rapidly declining, He lisied 2 mere
twn yirars before packing it in,

Hilker Brown was the great uncle of
Allan MeGillivey, the present curnitior
of the Uxhridge-Soort Musenm and
Archives. Allan was only ahout 11 or
12 vears old when Brown san the stone,
He remembers going to the store on
occision for doe crean, and he remem
Ters Fris freat unele’s hooming voire
and grean mustache. ™

i T s o fm

(Miver M0 Atona General Stove, 19405,

iy they came o enjo 3 more foit-
ful prodit margin

Cince e was well established he
unfertoek a brautilication project for
the property o the ciast of the boild-
ing. He spruced up the whole arca to
creale a park:ike setiimgd, and cven
buiilt 3 bridge over the creck. The
store isell oecnpied the brick pan of
the building while the oliler frame
struciore served as the Bimily resk
dence. Madil's services Included an
cgugrading station and the area’s firs)
s pump. After he retired in 19%3 he
mioved Loy Stouflville,”

Wlian was meeded i e anea wis ot
ageneral slome, but a Giedlity that
catered w the needs of local famers. In

1954, Fre Lewis ogenca his Altona
Feed and Supgplics store just down (he
roal [rom the Alona General Store,
This busingss Bisted twenty years uimil
changes in local frming peactioes
pluased st even {his husiness

Aler Brown closed dowes (e Altos
eneral Store the building was once
aain converted o apartmaens and mun
as stch by subsequent owners,

The hamlet ol Altong was never
Largger v ils public Bubldings weee [vw

@
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bt served the Basic noeds of a firming
commmnity. There were, of course,
other sepvices jid other busingsses
locally available — such as a black
st and a shighterhouse — which
crme il went as e seeyl dictiied

Thie Altorat Inn weas one of the st
eximresicentiil sooectures to ke built in
the hamier of Aloma. With both i oom:
mercial and zocial purpose it was also
anie of the kevstone buildings. For 60
vesirs it servedd its eriginal funstion, and
i later age served another mportand
mole as the compmsnity's genesal sion,

Of the cight primary nineteenth-cen-
nury commercil or public struciunes of
1l hamlet of Altona — twio churdacs, a
schnel, two mill complixes, a hotel, a
temperange lall, amd a store— ondy
half are seill standing. OF these none e
Still i wse as originally imtepded, and
only one is fully eecupial,

The public buildings that remaii.
Along with a few of e older hooses
such as those bl by Ahijah Toses anml
Joseph Monkhowee, ane all that is ler 1o
tell us the stery of this orce Mennonine
atnminated arca. Since this hamled sits
o e ede of the Qb Ridges
Momaine — which is (o be preserved
it would be well to presepve as well
those buildings which have defined e
ana over many vears, Perhins il the
Moraine beeomes a place to visit—uo
vivw e countryside id 10 walk the
trails — nnee thriving hamles like
Altona will discover 2 new purpose and
anew life,

Py iy e IV Sabein,

The forurer Alfonra Irn, wen Defany empidy aned bogrded wp, March 2002,

NOTES:
1 The story af the Rpcsor lmily kgt

has boen told often, See, e.g. Resor Fannly

i Cvigad C2000}, aigl Davies 119770

2 Mills may have existed befare TR50 a1 the

ot emed oo Lot 30, Conression 9, i
e 1 851 Pickering Census onder the
ke of Abraban Beesor teo malls e
deseribed: * 1 Flourisg Mill Cost £300.
Fower to drove 2 run of stone. Produce
abwout 201 bbds per amnem” and *1 Saw
ML Cost E50. Power 1o drive 1 s
Froduces whous 100 m feet pee ammimn ™
Attichod to tese ceries 5 4 nole, proba-
Bily o ssessment purprees, (hat "These
ane honliolil mlls. anid jre nat 1t presen
wnrth seneelv of [ fraction of their orig
bl ot 16 e inills predste Beesor just
i built the mills amd when is oot now
o Reesor then would mol lave been
the creator of the mals, e dhe wstoree
oatly.

3 Rosemibal 11965, In the census of 1851
both Joseph and Thomas are desrbed
merclanis, By el e ee bredbers had
been juired in Pickering by their parents
Talu amd Sirab

4 Farewell 11907), pp. 16, 145150, Wood
(19110, 272279,

5 Frve Press (Stoneffviller, | 590

G MeBumey and Byers{ L9870, L 116,
Aevgrdingd 1o the Comsus of LHSD e
imkeepers in Uxbridge were: Willkim
Cooper. Jose Finch, Fasepl Galloway
William Garble, Leomard Lomyg, Genrge

Steteats, obw B PRk, und Henry Vinear,

Cooper. Gallowiy and Vanzant all pos
sessed o el Vangant's residenee (s
described a5 a rosdhouse), the others all
possessal 1 aven, Ganble, Lang and
Vanzam were listed a5 Cyrmers aml Finch
i smitfy rather duan innkeepers.

£ The two standand accounts of Upper
Camada’s bons are Guilled (195919620
anil McBurney ind Byers (1987

d Cemsusof 1851, p 55, #1.

St Lowgll LB ¥ Ascecsment Bulls for
[shritge, 1858-1666; Consus of 1A61;
Comner and Colrsen o LEGS),

0—_

LOTodd (19800 p. 35 0. 14, Acoording fo
the Assessaent Rodls, Brown woked 1
the Al Inmin 1865 lor Mes. Limisay,
Tev L0t b i showwn s U bt Eeepes
a1 Congessivn 3, cast Lot 18, He s listed
s lw ownner of tha Al Don n 186G 7
and agam in 1869, but i ko shown as
the owmer of Concession 5. el Lot 18
twilh David Aarmmitage a5 e innkeepen

11 Melumey ind Dvers (1987, pp 45,

12 Fraserd 19320 . 78-79

173 Miggnme | L3, p, 70,

14 Garlzumd el Talman 19300, esp p. 175,
Coilles (1 959-19620 esp 1L 542
Methrsey aml Byers | 1987,

L% Fohmson (L9730, p, 217

Lie May 13, 155, s quaded in Jolnson

1973 pp. 2168:-:219,

I Todmson (1973, p. 219,

D ol (1600 p DOOL Tlee oaber licencees
wer Barand Rowland and Tim Todd at
Coelwond, fodin Saumders at (he
Halfway Flawse, and Ceonge Comway it
Hothes.

190 Aurhony foissue lieences nesided first
with the govermar of the oodony (o

LB, then with the provancial magis
trate {18 1H-184%1, then with the mmic
il wmernnsends (LS VB0, anil
fimcally with the provincial gavemmen)
IEruptn 1830k, Melumey and ees
9370 p 5

A0 Tofl (1980 . LE Tl othieers wene
Intin Higging and [im Tadd 2t Goodwood
Lange Hurchinson at Bothes, il
Antlimse Lewds at Glen Major

21 Agood summary of the lengpenine
muvencnt in Uxbridge Townslip miy be
foumel n Tadd e 1980, and te Conarin
Comnty in lohmson (197 1

22 Gauslim{ 1978, 1. 207,

2% Joe Nighswanber, pers. comam, Ce Riste
it ot eves the s gibled weferming
1o "Ly Brown" {Kevsern, n.)

29 News clipping. prshably froa tae
Syl Tk, 1953, s foumd in
the Alloma Tweedsoner Histoey:

25 Aeepesnend Kol

26 Rews clipping. probably from the
Srouaflillle Trilmame, 1951, a5 found in (e
Tweedsamir Histarics. See abso Lhe
Assessment Bodls or 1916 and 1917,

23 Much of the information alout Madil)
vomes from the Tacedsmouir Histories.

i Allan MeGillivray, pers. coman,
29 Sabcan 120000
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righlly Ron Gele, ogr

Drecember 20010 speaker,

pul lgether his stories

about the Bebellion of

1837 for the Pickering
Muscum Village. We asked him if be
ounld reprise some of them for us, He
Lold us generally the stony of the march
P Momtgomeny's Tavern and of the mle
played by Brovgham resident Peter
Matthews. But the greater part of his
ke Franed o ddo weith Bantall Wixon, a
one-leggded Baptist lay preacher who
rabseyl swpporers for Mackenzie i
Prock Towenship, Wixon was an iy
Tolkwrer of Mackenzie and ran the
Codverral Afrovaee while Mackeneie was
in England in TH32. Waxon was impris-
oned after the Bebellion and shipped to
Fagginud o sowaait tral anud erstiaspear 2.
tiom toVan Dieman’s Land (Tasmiznial.
Humwever, Bie wits rebensed o gowrll of
habes cors and sent i exile o e
Ulnited Stales.

W hadd put out an inguicy about e
notoricws Markbim Gang that termor-
il people in this ared in twe 18408,
Eventually we woere tinected (o Paul
)-rulus of Port Perry, wiho, it s o,
Swriting o hook about the ding
Arculus came to speak tous in Tannary
200 L and told us of his work in
proeatress, Thoe Markbam Gangt was big
news i the mid-1 8408 when they
were arresied and pot om trial lor thele
crimes, but historians did wot keep the
story alive and comsequently few pee-
(e o titve Besard of (e crime wave
that plagued the earby seitlers,

To celebrane Black History Month in
Ty wee invited D Colin
McFarquhar 1o addmess us on ~The
Bilack Experience in 1%th Century
Ohtario” Upper Canadi Bad a slive is
tory, bt never in large numbers, apd

slavery wits abollshed enrdy i our histo-

v b the Act of 1797, and allowed to
Sradually die cut. Later in the 19th cen-
Cury, Upper Cangicla Became 2 “Sale
Haven” for former American slaves
Wi escaped along e Frevdon Trail
However, while Blacks enjoved a pew-
Fownil freedom in Camada they sl suf-
Fered frons dliscrinimation and peeju-
e, McFarquiur told us about several
ek communities il developed in
authwestern Ontario — the Dawn
[nstituie near Dresden, the Refugder
Flomme Secieny near Wingdsor, and the

Fltim Semlement in Kool Counly,

Chur speaker for March was onable 1o
comme AL the Last minute, soowe held an
Chpen Sessien To review cur fopeyea
histery as a socety and disquss seme
Issues pertaining to Pickening's her.
itide.

In Agpril, storvteller Sher Leetonze
(o us some wnusuwal giles that sl Las
Sleaned from her researches into the
Warol 1EL2. We heard about hMrs.
Dintes whisd goods were stolen I
tronps from her Newark (Niagar-on-
thoe-Like) burching house. She wenl
thireetly 1o the commander to compliin
abowt her mesttment and had her peop-
criy redumed, OF Liora Secord, whose
story fins been much embaoidered over
Lo wesrs, we heand e troe story of our
Canadizn hemine, These and oilier sto
rics Lectooee told demonsmte how far
(o el e Doty Canadian history
meally s

Cror Annual General Mecting was
helel i A, Toam his compleed four
years as our (frse president. Vice
President Jobn Sabesn now moves up
b ke over the prosidency. Tom was
eleated Vice-President and Carol Sabean
Treasuwrer, FUIS member Henry
Chawrmminn Bl Sorme anbe esting imd
amuesing steries to tell abowt the War of
T2 = acliling po thase we heand Tnse
month fam Sher Leetonze, After
Henry's tatk we watchied i necently
miidle viden about SEAnnes Angdican
Chureh in Toronto The imerior of this
liereh was decomied i a Byzantinge
style in the 1920s under e dirction
ol Ceromp of Seven amist ) E L
MacDonadil 11 o msintfoen) ploce of
wiork and part of pur artistic heriage,
Much of the decoration has recently
underdone nenmatinn

Chur June speakier was Dave Savaye
swlio s am audhority on the rilways and
rdilway stations of Ontirio. Savage has
i [angte collection of photographs of rail-
sy stations, somsse of whic e showed
W= & pirtof i shide lecoare. He hinmscli
buavs vl wisbely i Chatario G
ofher pars of Canarda! to photageph
imid proserve the memony of these fas:-
tlisappearing specimens of our heeiligde.
Sivage has produced a ook on milway
stations, Dirgctory of Raifway Stations of
ey, amd jlans (o produce more,

Charles Taws, Curator of the
Eovwmana ille SMusenm, helped toget

our firth vear ol to o s starl witl his
presentation on early Bawmanville 11
our september 2001 meeling.
Boweneinville Bregan as & mill town and
In itz earlv vears was kinown as
Ditrlimggton Mills, The earlicst setlers
i Ahe area were the Burks who Dnmi:
gnited to Darlington Township in the
100k with the Comots and the Trulls,
Taws deserbed how the towm migrared
fromm an earlier site tobes present loce
tion, The saene Bowmanville was
aterived from bosingssman Charles
e,

Soclal Science Trachers' Assodation
(OHASSTAL T 1999 he won the
Governor General's Award for
Crurstanding Teachisg from Caocki’s
National History Seciete. Mone recently
b pubdishusd 2 new Bistony of his home
fowrn: Mississarica; Whene the River
Speikes., He relared some of the storics
frwm At book

[essie Ganmon fes b very ictve
in the Whithy-Oshaws Genealodical
Sociery for quite a nuender of veees, For
example, as a dedicated researcher she
£5 onue wf hrse Dntrepic] souls whno has

® The Pioncer Years f

THOS- 1850 A ¢ oflay

Chur st speaker for our October
mecting was Alan Skeoch, aname
K Lo uany of our members 154
Tongtime commentator on Ontario’s
histary for the CBC's Radio Xoon, Alan
wils i very popuilar teacher of histoey
Purkdale Collosriate Institute for over
AU yvears, and served as @ Dinector aml
Presiden! of the Ontario Histery usd

age of Iy

Messicons and P e
B E ¥

spen| meh time in the reading of
dravestones in the Region of Durham
dncheding Pickering! for the Ontirio
Genvaligiical Socictivs’ cemetery inven-
tories. For our November meeting she
comlctecd i genealodical setninar o
help newenmers to et started on their
family histories.
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(hur readers have their say ...

Recently we received this comument about T Present il Time Past from
[homas F Mcllwraith, assorciate professor ol geodraphy at Erindale College,
University of Toronto, and suthor of L
Latmnadsipe Clange (loromto: University of Tomto Press, 1997,

'.'il'"{.lrr.l}rﬂ.. du T Centniries of

1 hivve novw haed time to peruse Thine Paseat disd Tine Pastand foued thal
I ool ot put it dewen. You have set i new standind in Jocal historcal jub-
lishing, and | offer my congratulytions on . supeeh pivee. The page youts
ae s iteresiingd, with ieie max of photes, fcsimiles, sepins, rdments of
fpoy mmapes, el 5o oa. T8 8s 0 very geodraphical piece, as well as historical, and
ey (o follow thrvugh the Pickering arca. | cannot imagine low moch of

s el vou e put beto 1his. Just the collecting of material and keeplog it

all sirighe mnst have been gomghomee ae tmes. 1 ke the way the sponzors

“ are worked I so visibly, ver unobtresively an the same times very clever, |
Ik Forward o spemding more e with this reomarkable book”

e by b W Sukes

— TS ABOUT TIME?

nmoneing a new hook published in September by Penumbri Press

Edlited by PTHS President Jolu W, Sabean. this 5 00-pagte book

contains Tommals aned Letters weltten by astist and book desivnes

Thorean MacDonald during the 1920z, The only son of Group of

sevenartist LEH. MacDonald and named for Henre Davic Thorean
15 fvonrite writer, Thorean MacDomald wis one of e maost influential
istrators in the first half of the 20 contury:

Editor:  Iodin Sabwin
Editorial Assistants:
[okin Cormier
iy Mol
Design: ok Comnic
Hanls Om Art & [esism

Patfmaster s the newsleter of the
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