What’s Inside
Catholic immigrants and their
descetidants ave mde a great con
iribtiont to the history of Pickering
Tewnship. Ome af their enduring
legracies s St. Francis de Sales
Churcly in Pickering Village.

T Thomson is one of Canada's
fresr Browen painfers, becatese of fiis
mmemorable paintings of Algonguin
Park, the inspiration he provided
ihe Gironp af Seven, and the
trvsterions madnre of fis death, Less
well know £ il fact that Tom was
frorn for Pickering and that fre lad a
ferindTerr Grerorge wilo vias also it
accemplished artist,

Personal reminiscenoes ane an
impartant soree af our hisfory.,
Ceonfig? for thee cottage was of fferene
F0years ago from what it is today.
Chie mam remembers coftage life in
Pickering in the 19305, when e
was a young boy, A differene kind of
remindscence invelves the thrill amd
Ylamour of the film industry.

O fimily's apportunities for
mrevie fnmnortalisy ended twice
with i brusque, “Cud™

How de hiobliles begin? An
friferest Iving dormant can come fo
life as umexpectedly as finding a
jar beside a hiking trail. Collecting
it Becomie an elbisession, but it
s miiany fewarnis,

cligion was for many early seitlers in Pickering
a forusing force which gave meming and
dlirection o Uieir arduous lives, The earliest
religious group of =ettlers was Quikers,
wh, led by Timathy Rogers, immigrated frm
Peansylvania in LE10. Cther Protestant seiilers amived
sporadically, Some were United Empire Lovitlists, a few
b were soldiers and reded officers, amd some came from
b carlier setddements In g Carake, Tinil the 10208
- there were no kmown Koman Catholics in Pickering
' Township.

In the 1820 and 18305 immigration fron the Britlsh
[sles began, driven by the promisz of free land and the
chance for a beter fuiure. In the British Isles, Lede Lind
Yulelers amd the class system gave the ondininy tenant
[armer Jrele hope of risng above a 1ile of struggle ind sub
sistence. In southemn reland the oot
ook was especially hleak. The
rickle of Irish Catholic inmk-
grants in the 1820 hecimea
E stream in the 18305 when
b epeated blights of the potito
* crop began

gy 16825, names of [rish or-
atin appeared in the Tist of offices
in Fickering and Whithy: such as
Ciurling, MeKay, (FErien,

Geamley, and Tracey, By 1636,
dlTictials of the townships indud-
el O'Connor, Heaney, Sullivan,
and Brennam,  Some of the garly
ploneers were youwng bechelors like
[enis (Y Connor who came with George O'Leary from

b County Cork, Ineland in 1831, Denis located at what is
o Rosslandd and Lakerldste Roads (Cond, Lot ty, while
Geonde settled on Lot 6 Comnession 4.

Uther members of their families fallowed fom [rdand,
incloding Timethy OLeary in 1832, and Denis® brothers
[Yami! and Jeremial O Connor, with their Gunilies, in
1R 7 iind 1854 respertively. Some of their female relz-
fives ciome (o Canacla as well. Geonde marrled Dends” sis
ter Mary (" Connor, and Denis retomed the favour by
marryng Grorge’s slster Mary (FLeary: Thelr son Denis
L (VConnor, after whom the Afax scheol i named, became

L Arclidishop of Toronta. The OFConnor family and many
e other [rish pioneer families contributed numerous nens
_5 and pricsts tn the Roman Catholic dhrnch,

ATHNASTER

| OF THE CATHOLIC PERSUASION

By Pai McCauley

n

James anid Harriet Hardgmve Morrissey (rom
Kilkenny were among the caly scitlers in Pickering
Village. They built a frame house on Chiorch Street
ik stood vl about 1966, wiben it was repheced by a
rectory for St. Francis de Sales civarch,

Another [rish fomily the Lennons, settled on i G
near Greenwond where Highway 7 now swings north asa
Greenwood by-pass. The Lennon house wis one of the
stations where the mission priest said Sundiy Muss for
Cathofics in the surrounding arca.

Patrick Teety, born in Tipperary in 1834, came (o
Caireaila with Tnis patrents as a boy. His family also setiled

T inGreenwood. Famrick was a labouwrer on the
Giramel Tremk Railwiy which wis completed
Trom Monireal to Toronto in 1856. Abou
1866 he was awirded 2 medal for lovaly
chering the Fenian Raids, Padriek and
Alice Curis Teefv fad nine chil-
tlren, and farmed at Greenwood
until LED6, wlhen (e fumily
maved to Chemywood. Among
e [rish sellers i
Greenwond were Charles and
Williarm MeCuire from County
Wedond, Chirdes never mar
riedl. but William mamied
Margaret Parrell and they liad
ten children
Greenwood became a lively
hamlel with two Dour mills,
three hoteks, amd severl denenil
stores. 1t also boasted of shoemak-
ers, blacksmniths, and a himess shop. There was alsoa
cooper’s shap whtich made the barrels used to ship the
lncad Mesor to Fremehman's Bay, Mamy Inish [ound their
first jobs in the cooperage industry. The area west of
Greenwiood became known as Cooperstown, and the
resitdents were for the most part Catholics.

Anddlery wis another, smaller cemime of activity
Ty e Dl oo onills, Bt Dad a Dlacksminhy's shag, o
senenl store, and other small shops. A number of the
[rish settled in this area. Timedhy O'Leary, a cousin of
Gepade, anquired Lot 4, Connession 4 near Audley in
1832, Thomis MoCann from Coustty Cavan akso setiled
in Andley about 1832, One of his danglers, Margare,
married Emenanue] Madilafond, one of the postmisters
for Audley afier e post office was opened in 1853,
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Cathlic milics seitled inmany
sty of thye township. Some Irish men
:"I.':.Fil nas i |'ll'r'lll‘{':\_.\.|'|.'|ri:.f Moy i
establish lamms or businesses, Jobs were
arvitilitbbe ar the mills which sprang wpon
the waterwavs of the iirea. or as fim
Ebour. Other milies, such as Jeremial
and Eflens O'Leary, from County Cork,
were relatively affluent immigranis and
swere part of an [rish group setbement in
Pickering Towmship in the 1A%0s, Trish
Cathelic Gimiby names are foond in the
recirds in Greenwoad, fadley, Wiitevale,
Cherrywood. Dunbarton, Brock Hoad,
the Baseline Road, and along Kingsien
Rt east of Pickering Village,

Before 1643, the Cabolic setelers in
Pickering were visioed only cocasionally
b missionary priests. The neares parish
wars i the east end of Toronto a Power
anil Queen Streets. Sometimes peties of
Catholics would gather in Fickering on i
Saturday moming for the day Jong inek
to Torante, They would sty overnight.
attend Sunday Mass, amud then begin the
long Jomrney home. Many small chil-
ilren accomipanied dieir prnents i be
christened. Margaret Maddafond was said
10 have been one of these.

[n 1543, Pickering became 2 mission
istrice of the prrish of Oshawa,. Father
1B, Prouks, appointed in 1848, bt the
first Catholic mission church in
Pickering, St Willned's,

[1 w2 & woden structure which by

Thee new Odeon Bay

Ridges Drive-in thesitne

opened on the first day of

winter, arml while it hegm
o s during the showing of the
movie, the people were warm in their
cars, beciuse of the flexibiliie and
allvantages of eleetric hear. This is
Cariela’s first Outchoor All-elecede
Theatre and i located berween
Highways No. 2 and 401, juest east of
the Livergool Road,

There s no need to mm cir engines,
wasting dasaling, nor is there any risk
of dangerous fumes. Safe, clean,
partable 750 wait eleciric heaters are
brought into the car interior with the
sourn] amplifier, The electric heater cir-
culatle [s) warm alr evenly by means of 4
tiny built-in fan which provides plenty
of freat and proper air circoelation for all

1870 was in a dilapidiited state and
regubred propping up The old building
which was situated on the east side of
Notion Foad is bong gone now, but its
CEREleny roniains. TII:'Hr.i'.L'Hlu:l:"\' WeTe
reassembledd in the centre of the grave-
vand svronend 1940 Mostof the names
still lesribile wre Irish,

The parish of St. Frmis de Sales was
establishiel in LRG0 Minwy of the virly
Trish settlers were foumiders acoonding in
(he parish reconds. In 1563, Father AT,
FFincin reported 512 Catholics in the
prarish, wiich included 3 mission churdy
it Highland Creek, as well as 81
Wikired's. The building nfa new churd
wits commented in 1865 by Father
Prancis Hay e, and it wits completed in
1871, Parishioners comtributed their
timee and 2bowr (o 1S construction. All
tite Brfcks were Baulad by horse team
from Whithy, and the names of valun-
teers are recorded (n the parish hismor
e ghss windows were donated
by several families, Later, 2 onc-acre
lot wars acguired jeross from Lhe new
chureh and furmished along three
sitbes with hitching rails 1o faciliate
thie worshippers who came by horse
ind buggy or wagon.

The ebb and fow of the SL Francls
itk rmarrored thit of Pickering
Township. The township populzton
wlsich was ibowe 500 In 1840 dimbed
toymore than G000 in 1RG0, anly to Gl

dgin by 1911 w4500, By 1915 there
wire fust 345 Catholic Gamiies left in the
At. Francis parish disirict, Biskop
McIvoy decided to et up a new parish
in Wity o serve both communities
ani fior the next 29 viears St. Francis
petrish wits administered from Whith:
However, the defence imdustny of World
Wir Il brought a mew surge of Cathalics
fron gy bachgrounis into e wwn:
ship anil the parish of St. Frands was
re-established In 1942, with its own
ission i ApY.

I 1950, & new pirish named S
Bernalette was established inAjax.
St Franis, sudldenty losing e new
Carholic industrial workers, ssemed in
ditnger o sippiog back into e lan
gonr, Father Vincent L, McGivney, the
parsdor at the thine, cast 2bout for reme.
dies for s depleted congregation. He

orgmized an emigration of Catholic Bimi-

lies from the Netherlands in co-operition
with tiwe Bishog of Flollamd, Dutch war
brides iz sent home good reparts of (i
by sy, anel Fameilees el Behiine fonend
the prospect of a new start very attrac-
tive. Homes and jobs were armnged for
the mew wrrivals. Some eventually keft
PFickering but many setiled down to stiy,
00 that in e postwir veirs Dulch imeni
grimits amd their families mide up a sig-
nificant proportien of the 5. Frincs con-
gireddation. The pricsts of 56 Fruncs de
Sales were also in chinge of a mission at

 ODEON BAY RiDGES DRIVE-IN THEATRE

Submitted by fudith Geufin
Frome Pickering News (3 lanuary 19675, . 8.

arcupints of the o,

There are many featres of this ou
dpar theatre that e ourstanding. [t has
the Largest motion picture screes in
Camaclay, meastring 120 feet by 58 172
fect [36 x L5 mf and, the screen
tower is equal in height 1o 1 nine storey
Budlding. The Odeloin Bay Ridges owt-
tloor heatre soreen s approximately
five times [arger than the Odeon
Carloon theatne screen in Toronia,..
[Thel scoeen pictire can be seen cledy
for more than a hall mile-even bevond
N 2 Highway...

Al Hewitt, Oddenn's Baw Ridges our-
ioor movie manager. statedd that the
lierger paved {eatre Dot can handbe 2
total of 1,000 cars in summer, and in
winter there is provision for 550 cars
with this mumber of postmounted 750
watt elecric heaters avallable 1o keep

il rons siarm snd i windshields free
of ire. He also zaid that the concession
Dunilcdeng was Large cnough e cater to
the mefreshment needs of 2,000 per
sons ech half hoar,

The Odeon Theatre chain is conli
dent, Mr. Hewitt pointed out, that out-
door movies will beoome as popular in
winter months as in swmmer with
myvie patmins becanse of the heating
ddvantages of electricin: He said it
thve whvole farmily is able (o goas a
group, which enables them
to dness as ey like, and

Rosebank starting in [B60, and a mis-
stoe church was established Inavacant
building there, Tn 1965 the Rosebink
missinn was mmansiemed to By Ridges,
il {5 naowe the prerish ol Holy Redeemer,
Sireee that time the population of
Pickerimgs Ajax has =pared as people
sought more affordable homes and space,
A new Cathaolic chorch, S Tsa3c fogues,
Das been established on Finch Avenue in
Pickering, and there are now 15 Catholic
elemnentary schools and 2 high schooks
i the former Mokering Township, The
Cathinlics of Pickering are now welrom-
img it new wave of bnmigranis from all
s of Cinad ond al over the world,

o L L) * & - L=
SOURCES:
[usrrntd Historical Anlas of e Cownly of
Ohrelirrie Toromto: [H. Heers and Co., 1877,
Phelan E. C. The Pacish of St Francls
e Snless A Cemtenniad Histary, 19%6,
Tnterviews with Margicrite (' Comnor

ol Ao, greatgranddanghter ol Denis
(FConmor,

clirminates e need for baly sitters.
The pogulanty of summer outdoor
thesime-golng simply IS being witened
(o inchale winter monthes, thanks

1o the flexibility and many bomelis
af elecire beating, he said,
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Must Canadians know the

mite Tor Thomson. They

fmow him as the arist who
first began to paint the north country,
indd s the artist who inspired the
Group of Seven. They also know that
T dleel nadler maysterdons clecum
stances in the one of the [akes of
Algomguin Park. After his death in
E9F soeme of His fricnds enected
# memerial caim on a blud
overlooking Cinoe Like,

The plague on the mirn was
designed by LEH. MacDonald, who
st one of the Jeaders of thie Growp,
which was formed three years afier
Thomsoe's deatl, At the Dotion of e
il it reads: “His body is buried il
Urwen Sound, Cmtario, near where e

Piodsgg frome Clmem [ o Froew)

“Tam™ Thomson and Peter MeNal
prepare for a day's fTsfing excursion

wis born, Augfust 18777 MacDonald
Tater acknowledged his ervor and
apolgized to the Thomson family: For
although Thomson grew up in Leith,
nedr Owen Sound, be was born ina

litele stone cottage just cast of
Charemnt, 10 Plokering Township,

Tom Thomson was named for his
grandfathee, Thomes— known locally
as “Tam™— Thomsom (1806-187 51,
whi coigfrned [rom Scodand o Upper
Caninda in dhe mid- 18306 Aler marry
ing Elizabeth Brodie (1812-1879 in
1839 tshe wats (rome he same parish in
stothinds, (hey settled on the KE 144
Lot 14, Concession 8. in Pickering
Township.

Rev. William Woad, writing in
1901 told about the difficulties the
Thoinsons feed in their ciely yers,
when neighbours were few and supplies
were obtained only at dreat distances
anul with great elfore." Eventually, Tike
other carly pioneers, they cleared the
Lanel, Dot o hovmee, gained i smmall T
adequate living and wers in
time able (o enjoy some
Teisure time.

Tsm Thomeson had a
great passion, one which
foe shared with fel
lcwe coumtryman
Peter MeMih,
who owned
the general
slorein
Claremont.

Eact in their
voulliin
Seotland lad
learned the
“dentle an” of fish
ingf in the streams
thuitt fowed through the
dlens. Whenever one
peals nything aboo
- pither Thomsmm or
B ENab one nvariably
fituds some i llusion 1o
thetr readiness at iny
Tt Deitve wonk

hehind and head off

togfechver with fishing

tackle and haskel in
hamel teyangle i the
walers of Glen Major (or trout or in
Frenchman's Bay for pike.

Tam and Elizabeth Thomson had
iy oo child, Jedm, who apparently
inmtrerited ;1 bove for the “gentle arl.” Wis
i For tee Gsling that Jodm, alter (e
death of his parens, moved to Leith?

Hedwen Davies told of John's search
for Linel; esteling norifward from
Claremont in horse amed bugiy he
stopped secisionally to tum over a
spadefinl of soil. but unsitisficd,
continued on. “Finally” she wroe, “he
cilme [0 aspot at Leath, on Cwen
Sound, which sarisfied him. [L was a
Beautifully wooded country reaching
chiwn o a sheet of water that promised
siond fishing.”*

Thomson reaurned Lo ihe stone cot-
targe in Pickering to gather his family,
including his youngest child, two
it ol Thomas Tofin Thorison, e
sixih of tem children. Diavies contimed:
“So Tom Thomson mude his st jour:
ey, in his mother's arms, towsd the
nerth coantry of which he wis to
Degome privst and prophes”

Commercial art becime Tom
Themson’s lvelihood. Edscage paint-
T wis ais road bo Game, Do i wis the
“gentle art” of fishing that was always
11k patssion as i bid been for his Giher
and grandGither hefore him. Mamy are
the stories thar have been wld of his
abilitics witly m e recl. and niny
phatographs have survived from his
Algonepuin years that show him display
Inghis day’s caich.

A5 i commercial amist. Thomsen
Degan (o work for Grip Limbwd alou
193, There he was to meet most of
Lhe artise whowould Liter form the
Caroaip of Seven. [n oompany with snme
of e, and with other wmists, he
Degan o trvel into e countryside to
(rannt, Ten the comntry il Tomnto
ind in plages like Lake Scugod,
Thomison (st began piinting ile
themes which wonld constitule the
rajor part ol his senvre . In e
spring of 1912, he went 1o Aldondguin

Pk b wats 1o redum to this seting
cach of his remaining vears. The names
of Tom Thomson :md Algonaquin Park
[ave since become mextricably linked.

Toew sl an older Brother, George,
who was alzo a lindscape painter. and,
[roat for e overwhelming faime of his
brother, Georde might be better known
toakay. Gearge Thomson (1868-1905)
s older than Tom by nine vears Gingd
thius hits a betder claim on Pickering as
[1e lived his st nioe vears o dae
stone codtade set back from the Yth

Congession Boad), He ran 2 business
school in Seattle, Washington, for a
while, before studying kaw, Bat an was
byl L i e enal He studied art
at the Art Students' Leagiue in New York
Cily, then moved to New Haven,
Connecticat, where he lived and paint-
ed from 1910 1o 226, He exhibited

TO THE MEM OF
jie OMION

AL R E O 1S rhxlll! ! "ﬁ

CPRERY ERUREL,

THEREWME WA W SORN
o ARIGUET W

Deesign for Tom Thompson memorial
i Cantoe Lake, Afgonngeein Pirk,

his paintings loclly, but also by 1915
egtan to send Somme of his work [0
Cianada [or exhibitlon.

In 1926, e returened to Canada fore
g, He became a member of the
Ontario Saciely of Artsts o painted
landscapes especially in the neighbour
hood of e old lomestend near
Crorgian Bay, Albert Kobson write
about him as eadv s 1932: "George
Thomson i i landscape paineer of
sincerity aml his paintings have 1 fne
sense of light, Since his retum (o
Caradiy, ks work Das been fmpeoving
in power and interpretanve qualit

L S B BE E BE B B S

MNoles:

1 Past Years inf Piokering (Tomato:
Willkim Briges, 19118, p. 300,

2 Palidle anned Palette: The Story of Tort

Thannso (Tomonto: Ryerson Press,

| "ﬂ”:, . -7

Joam Muerray, The A of Tam Thameson

(Towonto: Art Gallery of Ontario,

1971 p 21

Canselfan Landscape Patnters

(Toronio:Ryerson Press, 19321,

. e,
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istorically
spitking. Aboul
¢ wears agn | became interested inonld
ootthes, My husband and 1 and our
three ditughters were Tiking along one
of the many rugged ind beauriful
seetions of the Brce Trall when we
noticer] several shands of broken ghss in
the dire. W Bent down to have o closer
[k el Foowasnel pobeecees of old milk
Bottles ind frusit jars — relics foma
farm long gone, We (ounil one jir
intact, 1 commaon Crown sealer in dear
Slass with the date 1936 amd 2 Din
dimeond canbossed on e base
Diamond Glass Co. Montreall,

[t s not uncomomn to come armss
ol pieces of gliss or metal in areas
where there wers farms, but to nd 2
picce with a ditte on it was fortonate,
Wi contimued our hitke, with the frait
" jar riding safely in my backpack, |
cottldn’t stop thimking about that dunp
and how the fruit jar might onee lave
held someoee’s peach proserves during
the long cokd winter season, | also tried
to dmeagine how Jong that jar had nested

arfoagrapls e Alvserr Henlnt

wpany Radile P

St ool Malane G

B0 T T L 'E S

i the elirt on top of the lmestone clii;
Ldlidde’t realize it at the moment, bu
something wonderful had happened:

1 bl juse made i coanection wih people
and times fom Before Twas hom! The jar
el segeed] oy imaginaiion. Perbaps te
chance to discover and actually kold
snmething mom e past wis what made
the link real for me,

When we retumed home that afier-
nono, © had 2 Budding new nerest, |
plled out a box of ofd medicine hotles
1 had found over the vears, ut had kept
with only o limied interest, Something
about them most have touched me, 251
haln't thrown them away, | wenl to the
Iocil Fibrary Boping to find even one
book aboul obd boetles. 1 was pleasantly
surprised to discover (hat several books
om hottles, both Canadian and
American, had been published, many in
the 19705 when e most reoent surgde
of collecting interest had raken place. |
went horme with the books like so much
[TECISIIE,

Mostof my bottles had
e tarkdongs at all. Cne
hail the leters BET on
the base. Leafing through
Barftfies iy Cariarela, Ine
Doris amd Peter Unitt, |

ConNECTING WiTH THE PAST

Iy Alyson Hazleit

fomnel a reference tothe Beaver Flint
(ikass Company of Toranto; hence the
BET on the bottle ipage 185). This
Slass compiny wils in busingss a5 ey
ia the 18590 Now [had stepped back
innto anoaler century! [read a0l the
DottTe Books T eould find amd began to
realize that there wene more sizes,
colours, and shapes of bottles than 1
comlil have imagined. T alse acquired 2
sreneral noderstanding of ghass bowing
and the histomy of battles in Canada

Buottle collecting has become my
hobby, Medicine hottles are my
favourites. cspecially ones that pre-iate
Confederation (18670, Researching the
preople and places connested with the
botles is just as important to me as
codlecting. Inahis way, | can shaee my
enthusizsm for Incal kistory ind meet
other peaple who also have i fascina-
tion for the past.

I viom like obd bottles and want to
chat or just want more informition,
[ may be reached at (416074 5-8930
or by e-mail at hazlett@ains on.cl
& % * 9 & ¢ & ¢ & & §
SOURCES:
[mie, Peter amd Doris,
Boeles ine Canada, Peterhomagh,
Chmiario, 1972

THE BENTLEY HOUSE

[Commentary on the Bentley House, Brougham, from Kim Ondaatje and Lois Mackenzie,
Old Ontarie Houses (Scarborough: Gage Publishing, 1977), p. B12.]

[William Bentley established a patent metlicine factory in the farming community of Brougham sometime in the lae 18405 and
then it his lowse dieectly opposite itin the early 1850s.]

Like his elixirs,

Mr. Bentley's house is

i florid melange bu
capped by i particularly
grand belvedere, The
poech, which is i lae
adalitore #lmeest
obscures the fhted anid
[ree-standing colnmns

{ ofthe Greek Revival

: entrance door. [ also
dletracts from the “fiith window” in the
upper storey: the three-part window
which became one of the basic [estures
of Geordian arelitectune and wis sup-

pusedly the most emphatic element in
e facade, The three-part Palladian
window traditionally fousd above the
front deor of Gecrgdian houses s a
central mound-headed window Manked
[ twio smalker Nat-headel ones. This
Bentley window is a reginnl style and
can be seent in wood, stome and brick
louses i the Brougham-Markham
ares, s windows ane pointed Gothic
Revival style and very atractively
set in am ellipse, emblematic of
Keo-classical forms.

The howse works (with the excepiion
of the font porcl beciuse each com

ponent is of high quality. One historian
Tnies ol thee hotse ™4 simul lneity
of stvles” Like their clothes, the people
i Ontario never, or rrely: discarded
an architectural stybe they liked.
Belvederes became part of the
architecura) scene in the 18505 and
were il feature of the [alianace stvle.
They weere often placed on the ol of
lirge hracketed houses Toe inlenes)
rater than 1o illuminate the attic ora
central hall. This one, i3 particularly
Erand with s muli paned windows
scaled to the siv-oversix Georgiam
wimlows in the rest of (he honse,

LAST 1SSUE"'S

WHAT’S 1717

Iy Dave Marlewe
A h
T

S

ANSWER
The artifact shown i il
maple sugar mould which was tvpical
of those wsed in the eary to mid-
15005 in sowhern Cntario. Later in
the century, imported cane sugar began
fon ke ahve place of maple sugarin
everviday use, and tin replaced wood as
a mutterial for moubds.
(Cont el on e 281

+ + +
THIS ISSUE"'S

This item was commen in most
rugal homes from the late 18005 on into
the firsd quierter of (e 208 centiry, 1
wontld most often be foand in the Bome
workshop, or possibly i the drive shed.

It stands approcimately 30 cm (12 in )
high. and the base is the same length.
Tl owo uprghn “Jaws™ we
separated at the base by a piece of wood
appeoximately 2.5 cm (1 in ) thick,
Higiver up on the wooden jaws, they
are feld togesher with o balt amd
justable thumbserew: 11 is 2 mitss pro
dhuced item, rather than being ome
matle. This particular arfiface shows
signs of wear from use, as well 18 stains
from an eily substance anound the
upper edges of the jaws,

Dave Marlowe
is Educational Officer of the
Pivkering Muscur Village.



h

PAT HeS

/

MARINCOTRIOWN HISTORY:

Chur December meeling
% wits Members Night. Since
this wils our first experi-

et de dhis wpe of programming, we
dlidn’t know quite what to expect. anl
coutld only hope that someone wold
bering im someething 1o display. We
shionbd have had more faith, Members
responded well toour requests Svlvia
Spesscer and Alyvson Hazlelt both have
hiohbies thar invalve quite & bit of lecil
listory. Sylvia collects postal items and
fias a good number of items from
Pickerings past. She omvered a large
tithle with her postal history:

Alyson's hobby is tollecting botiles,
especizlly medicine bomles. Among the
iteenes that slee has acouined ane two tin
relate to Pickering. Bentley's Patent

Medicine Company in Brougham is well

ke in the commueity, bt e now
citn st of wwning 2 bortle from that
establishiment. Even maen unigue—ind

mew 1 mist of us=—wiis a bosle marked
A. Knowles, Knowles was a fammer in
south Pickering who apparently sold
what lie advertised as 4 “celebrated
German all.”

Other displays covered a freat var-
ety ol wopics. Among (hem were family
items, including letters and cxamples
o frakeur, browght in by Lys Laurence;
some archicoboglcal items thist Tom
Muohir has been collecting family
photograbs of Dowg Willson's;
photographs of local siles, especially
cemeteries, 1aken by Henry Gawmim:
el i wnusesl painted drawer
displayed by Andrea Graham.

W thank all contribors (or raking
part, [t wits a learning experlence for us
all. s well a5 heing an enjoyable evening,

e Mennouite Setlement of
Pickering™ was the subyject of our
lanuary meeting. Local listorian, and
Mennomite, Paul Burkhodder tofd vs of

the origins of the Mennonites in 16ih
century Europe, and then maced the
migration of some af their members 1o
North America, From the United States
after the Revolutionary War some
Mennonite families came to Canada, a
dond number seetling in the Markbum
itrea, spillingt over into the westem slde
of Pickering Township. [t was these
Plckering fumilies whose stories Mr,
Burkholder related.

Pickering Township has had a
significant artistic history, PTHS
vire-president John Sahean spoke
About i number of the artists who
have been commected in one way or
Anoaier with s area.

Armong the artists. critics, and
histarians under discussion were
Charles Fothergill, Ebenezer Brrell,
Florence MoGilliviay, Tom and
Geonde Thomson, Doris Mills Speirs,
ad Bess and Fred Housser,

SUBSCRIPTIONS
TO PATHMASTER

Subscription is by membership in
the PFTHS. Individual membership
1581 % por vear; family membership
15 5200, Single copies of Pathimasicr
may be purchased for 4.

CONTRIBUTIONS
TO PATHMASTER

I you Tave anarticle, book review,
o other suitable item vou would like
to snbmit for pubdication in our
newsletier, please phone John Sabein
ar (S05) B31-381 1.

E-mailz aihandeinforamypne

airport Roid back in the
19205 was just a narmow dirt
roael Donbered By famms and i
sprinkling of new summer
cottages. To little Andy Rodgers ind his
brother, from e Ao and Gereanl
neighbourhood in Toronto, it wis an
exciting destingion, A whole new
world of expericnces nwaiied them ad
Uncle Geonge's cottage in Pickering.
Unele George Fisher and Aunt Mally
picked up the hoys at home, The
Roclgers family did not own an auto-
muobile, so rding in Uncle Georde's car
was i treal inicsell. But no talking was
allowed! If an exeited licle boy spoke
uph, Avnet Modly woulil sternly tell him,
“You don 't alk 1o your Unele Gennge
witlle he's driving™ Uncle George wore
Ieather siumtlets to drive, and he was
known to barrel alony Kingston Road at
40 miles per hour,
The Fisher cottage was on the west
sitle of Fairport Road, south of Finch
El'['lﬂll‘. The farm aomss e oo ws
operated by Dan Anderson, The cottage
loes were cleared in frong, probably for-
e pasture, with bush at the back. A

Andy Rodgers and Lys Cambridge Laurence

creck ran belind the cotiages, and G
still b seen today, coming south belind
thve honsses, amil crossing under Farpart
Foad Detween Finc Avemue amd
stroud's Lane. Uncle Hamy Plmbley
el At Jenoy iso hind a coltage on
Fairport Road, and Uncle fim Fsher
often staved with his brother Georde.
Thie cotiges were built in stages, In
Andv's memary, it wis is if 2 hammer
was a naturd extension of the uneles
arms. O yvear the foundation and
Noor weuld be buil, the following yer
(e shell woubd go wp, wnd the walls
wonld be finished the next year. The
well was dug by bund. But the cottages
were never “rompleted”, for there weee
always new projects and improvements,
The summer kitehen wis a separate
building, about e size of i small
sarade, It featured a wond conkstove, a
table, andd a stool, The walls were [nge-
ninusly designed to let out the heat of
the stove. They were [ramed in only
prart-vay s, and e rest was sereening,
Uncle George expecied a good Sunday
dinner, even at the coltage, so here Aunl
Muolly prepased e beed mast or chick-

en, She appreciated the ventilation of
Lhe surmmer kitchien while she was
waorking, and at bedtime everyome else
wod apprediate that the frame ooliage
with it= open ceiling had not been hear-
ol p Dy the cookstove,

The eottige did have i wond stove
ton, for wse in cooler weather, Of course
there was no clecteicity: 1ight was sup
plied by oil Lamps, The “biffy™ was out-
siile. not too close (o the cottige.
Iefrigeration had been planned forin a
mst inventive wiy, Uncle Geonge had
installed a *Now™ in the creek. This cone
sisteel of @ wooden frame with shelves.
The frame stond right in the stream,
sty i1 lower shelves dight in the wiler.
Bottles and jars were chilled here. The
shebves thut were higher weee used lor
butter. cheese, and meat, The sides
were enclosed, and a heivy stone on

(o of the wonden Ld kept rccoons out.

Ar the cottage, 3 smill boy could
always find something fascinating to
wiltch or do, Andy could watch one
of the uncles carrying out a carpentny
project. He could explore aleng the
creek, and wide in the cold water.

CoTTAGE HOLIDAYS IN PICKERING

Decsionally it group walked all the way
10 the deneral store in Dunbarton, with
its arraction of penny candy. Across
thve roeed e the G, Andy helped Dian
Anderson bring in the cows for milking.
It was Interesting to watch the Grmer
wirking bis felds with the team of
horses. Riding on the wagon was some-
thing special, but only if thene wis no
load. A high load of hay was considered
too dangierons 3 spol for i city boy.

Ancly enjoyed holidays at the cottage
ion Fairport Road im the Lage 19205 and
eirly 1930, Wher Andy and Marini
moved to Pickeringin 1976, Andy
drove along Fairport Road do leok for
the odd conage, Some of the ol places
still sioend, mansformed over the years
into regfular homes. He cowlid not iden
tify the cottage, but (he old Anderson
farmiwuse was still standing at that
Hime, Now it §s gone, and many new
homes have replaced the old houses
along Fairpert, No indication remains
Ut thels waes nnee cotage coundry, at
the happy memory of holidavs a the
Fairport Road cottage has staved with
Aridv Rodgers all T 1ife,
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| remiemiber sitting in a
pew in the old Whitevale
Church with my hus
band AL and our infani
danghier Courtnes. |
wire 3 hang: hamespun
skin, primitive hlowse, shawl. and bon-
nel. The minisier stood high behind the
carved pulpit, At the back of the church,
the old black stove barely heated the
room. Ouetside in the snow the wagons
wore parkod, the horses snorting with
the oold, The date was circa 1680,
A dream? A previous Hied No.

Hollywaonod Hits North Plckering]

The vear: 1970

The town: Brougham

The Jocatborn: — Pickering Township
Mustum

The movie:  The Meganric Ontlaw

The star; Loyl Bachnes

Along with severul other Broughan
andd Cliremont reshlents, our Gimily of
thiree wits ieed o be "extrs” in fhe
Ml 1l we wene pld abot f-
teen dollirs ech for e day. Thin wis
gond pay for 19708 To my knowledge,

By Andrea Gralam, President, PineRidge Arts Conncil

T Meganitic Ohintlaw was thee first fiea
ture 0 be filmed parily in Pickering.
Oruntsiche the chrch, hab Countney
was needed for close-ups with
principal actors. At that poing
il that she hod had enough of
ing and hegan orving and sor
boudly she drownied out the
After several “takes™, she was ™
was replaced with ah!.dnhz!

e |.-v—

brlu:m.j}tmlfm_ Shie: i seoongl cam-

irony is that 24 !.r.;m . ;;--L_'
now las 4 careerin th ﬁ‘m]:)_gm_h
e

feature film, Minric, r.'.|1]1 ".ﬁﬁbnmn‘mv

L
|
&

imnpressed with our Hithe degd. 1t a
phone czll asking il they ooubd use the
g im the minvie. They would be film
|||g out a the Dunlap (hervatory and
ghet¥ 520 and send a car just for
¥ fesponse was ves, bt
muild have to arcompeny
gother S20.

flicways and steps around the
ofsereaiony were all metal

mtarﬁﬂu gt wazs 1o walk along
(his grill

with one of the very
oyeatunes” featured in the
.11.1-1, Diks small paws wen
h the grille spaces. He
ol and refused o, They even
|1mﬁr'.1r plistic rwr‘l‘ﬁl’ drille, but,

| remember watching the nﬂmgn{* L dfince bumed Ivrln;{‘ﬂi;f’ It was another

twe e Hollywood (lms in andly
amund Claremeont in (he S0s: ‘s'lj@_m
Invagders with Loutse Flencher, filmed e

19673, an) Pink Chiguitas, a 1967 fl[é:l"

starring Frank Stallone Sylvesters &
brother). Netther moyle uf: 1 be
doscribed asa Iﬂucl.hngl‘r I,,-j;

[uring e Gilming el Serange
Dvaralers, oar dng, alhisa ﬂ.|:|'ﬁ‘:r Witk
spotted by the director while out for his
walk, The director wias obvlously

'fﬂmh.mn failume Iu
Eu{:n Court mﬁ'
Iwnr,‘ &he was

kel to the iy
:dn:., were seni
I; he wisan
'W"Q-

h the s‘r.'[uu:,-.’, ronn (]

The Black Su.!fr#nmiﬂéh 1979 was
(l‘mum['n"hJ[} sucoessiul, Barts of 1
wertghot \i‘&l nrﬁh‘umﬂi it i elinge
24, using ce itisry Barnstt Had been
exppriated for the “Pickering
Internationitl Airpont™. This meovie
starred Mickey Rooney. Carroll Balland

was the director amd Caleh Desichanel
was the rinematographer. Both are
intermationally famous for their bead
ful amed sensitive imagery. Interestingly;
they both retumed 1o the anea in 1996
by work on FTy Away Howie, a film star
rimg bedl Dhanicls and Anna Paguin
Deschane] was nominated for an
Acadery Award for cinematography for
this film. Fly Away Home was loosely
biased on the 1l story of fomer
Pickering resident and Tocal hero, Bill
Lishiman, whaose dream was to (v with
the birds, A beautiful century bam ejst
of Claremont omn Sideline 12 wits used in
filnning e scenes Envedving the newly-
Ittt goslings
i1 the Late S0, (e Plekering

Museurn was moved to Groenwood s
the Drougham Jocation iy been expi
priaced For the airport. L the mid-Gis,
sevnes e Anteee o Creen CGiables were
filmed there, and the Museum has kept
records of the numernus 1lms sioce sho'
there. Today the Town of Pickerings
Culture and Recreation De partment 15
actively promoting 1'bcke g and it
urban and runil enyirons is o great
[ocation for flm miking

THE ROLE OF THE PATHMASTER IN THE 1880s:

harfes Luther Burlon, o presi
tlient of e Slmpson’s depart
inent stone, [ived his firse 12

yiars 18761 BEH) in the villige of
Green River where his father ran the
general stone. Late in his N be fooked
back on these years in his Mempirs
“One of my edelbest memories is ol
my farmer grandfather as pathmaster’
It coutldl hezmlly be dhescribed as i public
office and vet working without pay e

Compiled by Joha W, Sabean

wias responsible for the miintenance of
a certain section of the madway, Good
and Faichful pathmasters were much
respectenl among thelr neighbours, and
were given ready co-operation. The
Brock mad runnkng nonh via
Browgham was always a good well-
wravelied sl a8 wis the sixh
concrssion of Pickering. both the resalt
of faithful pathmasters, good Reformers
wiho dind thelr doty But were abways
influential to keep local matiers
in bocal s,

(L. Buriom, A Senese of
Urgdenicys Memigirs of 2
" Canadizn Merchant
(Toromto: Clarke, Irwin &
Company Limited,
1952 p. 349

uring the vears 1883- 1884,
Rioss Johmston, 3 Whithy resi-
dent, wrote for the Wity

Chronicle, under the pen name of
“Traveller”, a series of articles about
the County of Ontario,

“While in the neighboriond 2 litide
north exst ol Dunbarton_ 10 in witha
frmer Whity' accpintance, Me
Henry Chapple . Harry thinks the
present sysiem of doing nosal-work in
this coumtry i 2 sy There isinit 2
sad want of adapiation of means o
s The work, thmagh st of proper
supervision is often worse than bar
throwen awsy: The appoiniment of a
Iath Master is often. if not generally

a fap hazand appoiniment, and
lrougth frequent change of that

Two VIEwS

finctiomary the Bidhe good that may
have been done one vear is ofien
umdone the next. A rdical dengse &
negeiad. The making or improving of the
muls should be under the supervision
of a duly qualified Koad Inspector,
appomired and payed by the township
o other council and resposestble thero
The present plan may have answerad 2
good purpose in the past. and may do
50 still in some localitics, but on the
whole its wsefulness &5 gone. IUis mfen
and should be berigd__ Take note of
this ve Solons of ithe County and
Township coundls and consider the
subyjert well ™

Traveller, “Ohr Comniy ™,
Wity Chrrpamicle 28 (Friday,
16 November 18831, p.2




eloome to the thim isue of
; Parfemtaster, the newsletter of
the Pickering Township

Historical Society. As copies of the first
two issues croulate in due commnunity, |
confime Lo hear many mmplimenis
direcied a1 both their design and content,
ltis appropriate wacknowledge (hose
responsibile for a job well done, The red-
s ltention is dirccted to the masthed
located on the last page of each issue,
and o thw individual Inlines. P [ike o
think the designer, editorial staf,
authors, and these who have laned
thelr plutographs, for their tme and
effort in making (his publication ome of
which e be prowid.

St reabers mey have received this
issue free and wonder at their good
fortume. This ks ot an oversight; it is
an elfort (o femiliarize folks with the
FTHE, and what we ane up o, We think

-
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MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS REWARDS

o,

] = = e

Iry Tom Melir

vou il e g0 impmessed that yoo will Gl
out & membership form and join the
Sogiely, Memberships are critical
Inour success. They define who we ane
andl lend erecence 1o our efferts. They
allow us o speak with e volee of masy,
anel the fowr anmual fee provides fnds
for s 1o work

Why e we need funds? Each
newsleter represenis an invesiment of
about S350, including fixed costs such
as production and postage. Our monthly
meetings, which we believe represent a
Deigh stamdiard of progrumming, also
require a cish oullay for the room and
speaker’s honomrium. We are dependent
tepon our mvanberslip fees for oer
aperating cipital. At the moment,
membership stanids at kot 410, and
that is gratifving fora voung organiz.
tion such as ours,

I yom support ourgoals, and if you

Jolin W. Sabean

wic ave been involved include estab
[ishing ourselves as a commenting
ayenoy o Incal Teeflige matiess, ancd
taking part in Scarborough's Heritage
Showease with about 50 ofher heritage
gronps in e GTA. Windy for us at the
Frenchman's Bay Festival and other
COmmunity events.

Chur members are engaged i individ
ual resesireh andd oollection of materials
relevant W our past. We are cagerly
anticipating the resulis of a core som:
pling survey of Frenchman's Bay which
will teld us much abaot the changing fue
of this arca. All of this information,
which might languish unknown or
unpubtished will be browght into the
pubic recond and made availalle for
erlucational purposes or general interest,

The Pickering Township Historical
Soviety weboomes 2l 1o shire s pur
suit of presenving our very rich heritage.

have enjoved our newsletter and
progrimneming, the best gestore of
ippreciition is to ke oul menibership,
T thase whi have alweady done so,

(o those who lave made individual
Unresticns, than vou, Other benefits
of membership will ecome apparent
{15 W [IrOEress,

Members Wil receive i nediction
in the price of publications. in feld
trigs. and in special programming
such as oar epeoming co-sponsoned
workshop en wiiting histery, ind
A1 Doy e work on a rel
archaeological excavition,

We iire now incorporiled through
affiliatiom with the Crarto Historical
Society and e awititing charitable
stats with Revenue Canada which
will allisw ws 1o issue tx recelpts for
dnmadinns receiverl.

Some of the other activities inwhich

LoOKING FOR OLD ONTARIO: TW0 CENTURIES OF LANDSCAPE CHANGE.

By Themas E. Mcllwraith, Torento: University of Toronte Press, 1997. 400 pages. nstrated. Bibliography. Index. 519.95 ph

When | first

moved 1o
UOntario
= fnear Guelph
abont 30 vears igo, | was immediaely

struck by the number of brick houses
in the provinee. eseemed (o me it
there was a much higher peroentige of
brick dwellings here than in any other
pliee Dhail been across eastem North
Americe, Ower (he years [hive contin:
ael to suspect that my first impres-
slons were correct, but | B o way of
demonstrating the truth el my surmise,
1 fivumd thve proof necently in Looking far
(Ml Chdaaria,

[ wees right, Melbwraiith says that by
15931 Oniario was 27 per cent brick as
ipposed 106 per cent in Cuebec and

]m!y 1or 2 per cent elsewhere in
Canada. There jire no exact reconds for
starcs bordering the Greal Lakes, but
the fgures appear to be orresponding:

v small. Ane the bricking el Cntirie
continues 1o ihis day, Mollwriilh even
claims thar the “widespread use of brick
is Cintario’s maost distinctive lindscape
characieristic” (p, 481

Molhwraith also answers the ques:
toe why Ontardo is brick. There ae
severit] factors, but prart of the answer
has t0 do with the abundance of lumber
available for expon in nineteenth-
century Onlareo, combined witha [ree
trade policy between Canada and the
United States between 1854 and
LRAG, Ontarians buill their homes of
unexpormble brick and shipped their
woodl to the south.

Not all wood from Ontario's forests
was exported, however. Early settlers
used wood for all sorts of purposes, and
(hey Diad (o fexm by experience the spe-
cial properties of each species in order
(o metke ghte best use of e resource.
Thus, for example, as Mclwriith states:

“livery Oimtario bam = a
@allery of the Greal Lakes
mixed forest.” (p. 32} Framing
wils ilone in ok or red pine,
while the friume wis Bbehl
together by pegs whittled from
ashor birch. Floar joists were
ke from tiimarack, white F;
cedar, or dlm, while cedar provich T8
el the marerial for roof shimgles.
Elsewhene on the Garm i variely
of tree species provided for the
sprctal negils of the fammer,

The next time vou dreive oul
into the couniryside, stop for a
wlaibe alegisiele a G and constd-
er whit development and change
Its eccurred over the vears. Need
help to formulate the right ques-
tions? Look no furiler thin Laoking
forr O Chatario, This is 1 book which

Mellwraith shows vou how o “read”
a landseipe, 1 ook In a new way at
houses, bams, fences, cemeteries,

will Buelp vou to understnd the land.
seape ol southem Ontarin,

5



farms, mwlsides, and moch else. His
discussion omvers not onky the con
smiction of vermaolar strocmmes, bt
5o how these structures (01 o the
socil fabricof the L. This is a book
nat raly (0 be resd, but also to be used
for reference by all who are interesied
in local history, historic architecture,
heritage conservation, or, for thal
matter, anvone who just boves to
drive i the country,

The heritage onss rvation move-
ment has been around for over 100
years — and Mollwrith provides
somme of thal liston: The movement

has, perhaps. now tome of age and won-

serviltionists now see the landscape in
terms of decay ind new life, In fact,
this is the main theme of Leoking for
Ol Chngart. The landseape of southern
Ontario [= undergoing constant chimge,
“Southern Ontarin offers a comntryside
of alterations, not originals,” he savs (p.
&1 By comparing the way diflerent
phaces in the provinee hive developed
iver the yedrs, you mily gain

new insigli into the way your ewn
areq has developed.

Consider, for cxample, the brick
schoolhouses scattered throughout
Pickering Gand all arross southern
(miario! that date from the laver half
of the nineteenth century These ane

PICKER]
TOWNSHIP
dISTORIGAL
SOLIETY
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Board of Directors:
Hopourary President:
President:

Viee President:

Recomling & Comesponding Semetiny;

Membership Secretany:
Treasurer

Advocacy & Preservation Chalr:
[Mublic;iioes Chair:

the lecy of I Geonge Hodgins who
served] as deputy =uperintendent of
edncation from the 1850s 10 1876,
and as deputy minister unil LE9O. 1t
swaas Floudgins wivo shaped the policy of
ke education in Ontiaro in its for

mative vears. At the centre of his policy

wwere the “atiractive, durable, and func

tiomal” schoolbouses thinl are sl readi

Iy identified by their "hall- like lines,
roadside sibe, sh;

marker, frequently with the township
name.” {p. 1600 Having leamed this
information from Looking for O
Cratario one Das i greater appreciation
for these buildings, s0 many of which
ire still standing — some ving empry
while others are now transformed into
homes or put in other uses. Hene is

i excrmmple of how the physici] duirac
teristics of the Lendseape have stories
to tell to the person who is receptive
to the hearing.

Mellwraith & an associate professor
of gensmaphy at Erimbale College and
has heen studying the landscape of
southern Ontario (or over 30 years.
The notes, sugdested reading. ind
stlected hildliography are very helpul
(or deveboping certiin themes sugiiest-
eil by the hook, and for exploring these
themes in more depii.
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LORD’S
BOOKS

6356 Main St. P.0. Box 453,
Stouffville, Ontario L4A 727
Tel: (905) 640-35749
Fax: (905) G40-4488

FINE USED &
RARE BOOKS

BOUGHT & SOLD

SPEGIALIZING
IN CANADIANA

SHOP IN PERSON OR BY MAIL

STRATEGIC VISUAL COMMUNICATION

JOHN CORMIER

5 HOAD

AJAX. ONTARID

[G0E] 428 6584

(Continned fron page 24)

These wooden moulds were

usually carveil from close-drained
ardwonds such as maple, inch,

or sometimes walnut. The candies
produced from these would be a special
treqit, mther than for everyday use.
Prior to the availzhility of imponed,

refined sugar, maple swgar and syup
were the main source of sweetening for

(he eardy setthers. For everydiy wse, the

sugar was formed in fanger block
moulds. As it was requined [or baking
and other uses, it would be broken from
these locks and cruzshed.

COMING EVENTS:

General Mectings of the Pickering Township Historical Society
Second Tuesday of the month, Seplember through Tune

7230 pom.

Pickering Recreation Complex

ADMISEION IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PURBLIC.

SPRING SCHEDULE:

Tuesday, 14 April 1998

Chris Andersen
Chris Andersen, regional irchieodomgist
with the Ministry of Cittzenship,
Culiwre and Recreslion, will 1k about
the peciod of “Native Occupation of
Pickering Township”

Tuesday, 12 May 1998

I Harvey Medliand
Warld triweller and Tomonlo
sehon] Leacher, Mre MedGind will
el s some “Slories Behiod the
Gravesiones”.

Tuesday, 9 June 1998

B. Barclay-Fynche
Mr. Barclav-Fynche, a graduate of the
meidical faculty of the University of
Felinbamgh (17650, will address the
Society on the [atest medical tech-
miques from Britain. Topdcs will include
Rloodletting as both i remedy and a
preventative, This is cuming edge
18th century medicine at 11s flnest.

Spring at the Flckering Moseom Village
May 9 & 10, Sunday:

Steam-up and Opening

29 & 24 May, Satarday & Sunday;
Muskes, Fifes, and Dmums

June ¥, Sunday: Kids Dav

Jome 13 & 14, Satorday & Sunclav:
Frenchman's Bay Festval
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