Aims and ehjectives of 3
the Pickering Township
Historical Society, as enthod-
ied in its Constitution:

fa)  To promote public fnrerest in the
Iristory of Pickering and vicinity.

(b To research. record, preserve,
and publish the fristory of the
Pikering area.

(e} Too work with other heritage
arganizations in the Pickering
area to identify aud investigate
historic and archacologlcal sies
and to arrange to fave them suit-

ably marked when appropriate.

() To work with other heritage
orgnizations in the Pickering
area to identify structures of

~~ historical significance orof
outstanding architectural merit.
fel  To publish anid reprine historical
doctementts awd papers as may
from time to time be decided
upni by the directors and to
arrange distribution of the same.

(1o act as eonsuliants fo any
interested parties on matters
relating to the history
af the Pickering area.

) To serve as an historical resounce
[for the local boards of education,
prublic libraries, and other
appropriate educational bodies.

() To maintain relationships, as
appropriale, with otler heritage
arganizations within the former
Pichering Township, and with
other historical societics outside
of the Tovmship.

(0 T promote good stewardship

it the treatment of our cultural

Ireritage sites, artifacts, and
documents; and to be advocates
for the preservation of the same.

d

IN THE BEGINNING

Welcome to the premiere edion of Paclmaster, e
newsletter of the Pickering Township Historical
Sociery, | wauled like to take this opporiunity @ intro
duce the organizatdon—1io describe some of
our philosephy, aims, and objectives,

1n these hectic days. it is easy w lose wuch with
our past, Chur cubtuest] heritage seems o e beldnd
the many problems we face a5 1 modem sodety, Yet,
10 & large extent itis our past that defines us. To a
Farnaily newly arrived in Ajax Pickering it may seem
that our local history has linde relevance to their
lives. Consider, thougty, than these wowns did oot juse
appear oul of thin air; that which driws newcomers,
the present Towns of Pickering and Ajas. is the prod-
el of b conluries of growtly

The old Tovenship of Pickering twhich incorpor-
ated the present Towns of Pickering and Ajax. as well
as o part of the Village of Pon Urnion) has gone
through many changes in its long history, and each
el T ledt its mark on us. Though we may see linle

L of ouer Mative leritade, it renwins reflecied in the

mumemeus archaeolngical sites which dot the country-

b sidle, as well as i the name by which one significant

garly Irocpuodan group is known— Pidennd Brand
Nor do we see much evidemce of the French mission-
aries, fur wraders, angd explorers who were the first
Furopens o vist these ports, bt their presence {5
echoed in the names Kouge, Pecticoat (Petite Cie),
andl, of course, Frenchmin's Bay,

This township was first settled by Lovalists,
(hnakers, Mennonites, many different folk who siaw
apportLiity o the vingin forests of this new Eand,

* Some fought and died in struggles against the new

 republic to the south; some gave their lives in rebel-
T agiinst an autocratic colonial govemment. [0 was
throwugh their original patlems of setlement, in the
agrarim countrvside, a5 well a8 in the Wiriving vil
Tages, that the Townstdp of Plckering gained te dual
mirture il hodsts today,

At present, most of s live io the wilsan south
of the towms, Our perspective seems defined by
subdivisions that were named afier whatever was
bulldozed to make way for bouses. That is the price
of growth, Bt in this rush towards the millennivum,

- we should nol forget that which went before. We

need o expand our personal borizons bevond our
neighbourhioods and to incfude the rest of the (old
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terwrshidpy i owr defindvion of where we lve, As resi-
dherits, we now Share 4 commaon |1[‘|'[rél,’n{{' ek MEiier
where we were borm, With that realization comes i
enbrmded sevse of plice. Ajax/ Pickering is our home,

W the Pickering Township Historical Socety,
see i role for ourselves in (et process. W ane nol
the fiest histerical society (o be active here, In fael
berfore thedr dissolution Some twenty vears ago,
our predecessors publishecd a fine history of e
Towmship of Pickeriog amdd estabdished the institition
whithnow exists as the Pickering Museum Village.
They left a formidable legacy: The muridpalives
v also done a commemcdabde job of olserving
our heritage, bt with the ahsence of an organized
group, a generation has been deprived of active par
Ticipation i our pEst.

This sociery hopes to offer those interested an
opporunity 1o indulge thedr own panticulr
heritage-oriented passions, We wish to educite our
voung in the rich history of their home. We will
reseiireht we will publish—starting with Pathaster,
then a jounal, and perhaps a new local history tha
reflens new knowledge and fresh interpretation of
the information at hand. We want to entertiin with
monthly programming informative speakers, and
trips afield Wi want to be recogiized as stewards
of Mickering's collective past, and 1o take on the role
ol advocate i need be.

W need active partidpaton Lo aclieve these
goals, and T encourage one and all to offer their sup-
prort as we bedin our membershiy deive. Our regalar
prrosgram g will ropain free of charge and all aee
imvited o join s, bt the funds resed through a low
annl fee will enable ws 1o function a5 a serious her
itaye orsimization for the benefit of all nesidents,
There are oppormities for evervone o ke e in
the Fickering Township Historical Sociery and | hope
all of those reacling will join in the advenmre,

T conchude, 1 wonld like to offer personal thanks
to those whio have supported us in our formatve
stage, as well as those who have come out 1o the
meetings and offered encourzgeiment. We have a
hard working Board of Directors and Publishing
Committee. Some of the results of their effors
appear hefore vouin o newsletter. To those who
sigtnied up for oilier committee woek, thank vou,
amd] we will b prutting vou o work Soon, fon



WOMEN’S INSTITUTES OF ONTARIO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS

By: fudith Goulin

Adelaide Tunter Hoodless (1857-
19140 was oo ordinary housewile,
nor wits she anly regarted as “wife
af” by all who knew her around the
turm o thee cemmry, She wis J1 woman
of considesahle ineclligence and edu-
cation who, after life dealt her the Dit
terest of lemons, made lemonade by
(oumiding the Women's Instituie,

Adelzide Hoodless lost a child at
14 months afer she gave him unser-
ilized milk acconding to the comimon
practice of the ime. When the doctor
fold her thad this death couli] have
been prevented, she fell she was to
Blame becanse she should have
kv more albon el e,
Whether this was the cise or not is a
miit point. Wikt 5 important is
whiat resulted from the tragedy.

She resolved that she would do
everylling inher power 1o "lring
within the reach of all women the
education neessary o prevent sini-
lir tragedies.™* Leading a cunpaign foe
elean milk in Hamilton was only the
firstof many achicvements for her in
sbvanring the cause of-women’s-slo-
cintion as mformed Bomemakers.

At a meeting of the Umiario
Farmers Experimental Union, in
autumn 1896, Hoodless save a stir-
ring specch. Inpard. she said: "Girls
should be educated w8 then proper
Iy for the sphere of life for which they
were destined. that of homemaking,
iml this should be done by weaching
domestic science in the public
schoola”™ She felt il the carmicufumn
wits il wromg, thiat bovs ani girls in
clementary school should be learming
differemt thimgs. and wils not hesitant
to voiee her criticism in this msEtter,
Ertand Lee, who heard her that migl.
wits 50 impressed that he asked her 1o
speak 1o the women of Saliflect
Township during an upooming finn
ers’ meeting when their wives werg
foing 1o be present. Her message Lo
the Saltfleet women encoumaged them
Lo form an crganizaion foe em-
sefves, similir o the Firmers”
In=titnte for e men.

A week Later at vet another talk,
this time in Stoney Creek. she sxid: "0
men felt the need of an organization

which enabled them o grow better
crops of hay, grain and frui, and pro-
iluce better Hvestock, then indeed a
similar group for women was much
OIS DECESSAry, since woimen's work
— homegraft and motheroraft, wis
much more Imporiant — since itoon-
cerned the home and the care of the
loved ones who dwelt therein,”
Erliml Lee and hus wifle Janet. who
were instrumental in getting the firs|
W starled, are now considererd as oo-
frnmders, along with Adelade
Hoodless.

The 1070 women who showed up

in Stoney Creek heard the clrion call.

They quickly formed the fret
Wirmen's Institute on 19 February

aims to reach cutside their homes.,

Justa few of the aocoanplishments
of W15 across Canada illustrate the
spope of their work. They had an
inffuence on many things which we
now tike for grnted: o law making
it mimaatory for bread 1o be wrapped,
stop signs at railmud crossings,
pasteurized milk. ot school lunches,
TE testing for food handlers, dearly
marked prdson conluners, Sex
eiducation in schools, and a Taw which
requires cars 1o stop when a school
L ds stopped.

I tnday’s world. it is not surpris-
ing to discover that many hranches of
the Women's Instimate have disband
e, since the need which the W1, once

‘S BRING WIIIIN THE REACH
OF ALL WOMEN J0iK EDUGATION

NECESSARY 70 PREVENT
SIMILAR TRAGEDIES,

18597, clecting Mrs. E.I) Smith as
thieir first president, Criginally the
Women's Instinute was atfilizied with
the provincia) government, In time
there were WL chapters in virtually
every rural comeunity in Omniario,
throarghout Canada, eventually
becoming a global organizarion., A
prage frorm one of the early minute
hooks of the Stomey Creek WL indi
cales their resolve. Tireads: “A nadon
cammod rise ahove the levelof 1is
homes, therefore we women mnst
wirk arul sty together to mise our
ornes 1o the ghest possible level™
The Wioanen's Tnstinale in Ontario
celebrites ies 100th anniversary this
vear In the early years the bocal W1
served A very important and very
basic necessity for women isolited on
farms — that of geiting together and
Tesrrming from ome amather Bow 1o do
their johs better. In this way, the
{mmpartinge of wormen's work was ele
valed. Early meetings inchuded topics
such as chilil care, nutriton, first aid.
diseases, and home sanitation, As
time went o, they broadened their

0-_._-

filled for rural women can now be
met in myrial wiys, There e tw
still-armive local WL's: Claremaont anid
Altona, The Claremont Women's
Institute, foumded in 1909, currenily
lnas abowt fifieen members, Earlier
this vear they colebrited the WL
centenmial with the women of Aliona,
They dressed in 1897 msiume,
watched a play aboul e history of
their organization. and enjoved one
another's company,

Those of s interested in history
appreciate e immeasurable cont-
Tannedeors thuatt the Waomen's Institutes of
Ontario have made to historical
reserch through thelr Tweedsmuie
seriupbooks. When Lord Tweeadsmuir,
Jokin Buchan, served as Governar
General of Canada, from 1935 1
1940, Lidy Tweedsmuir took great
interest in the work of the Women's
Institoies, When she heard that the
WIS were planning on compiling his
tory serapbooks, she was most enthuo
siastic about this project. In her visits
1o many branclies, she said to the
members; 1 am very glal to hear that

Women's Instintes are going o
complle villige hisiory books, Events
rrove very (st nowadays, houses are |
pulled down, new moads are made,
and the aspert of the country side
changes completely in a short time,
It is 2 st wseful and satisfying sk
for W1 memmbers to sec that nothing
valmable is lost or forgotien.™ This
quotation appears on the first pige
al every Tweedsmiir scrapbook.

~Frderied Womens Institates of

Ontario decided to act upon her
suggestion. and fhus a history sceap-
book, named after Lady Tweedsmurir,
lLecame the project for each branch
af the instinte,

The parent orgmization laid out
Fuidelines which detennined tat
thiese hstory serpbooks should
inchde a history of the lncal WL,
general community history, and
histories of individual families and
their homes, schools and education,
Churchies and their organizations,
industries pist and present, Hbrarnies,
mmicipal govermment, recreation,
and wirr records. Today innumerable
libraries hivve photocogies, i not the
arigieils, of s most useful sec-
omuliary source mieril,

Another legacy from the Women's
[nstitutes is their minute books. Each
Dranch of the Women's Institie kept
rmigetes of all their meetings inlined,
hard-cover notelnks which were i
wided [ree by the Womien's [nstile
Branch and Home Econommics Servioe,
Omizrio Deparment of Agriculmre,
Eacl book was expected to last three
years, At the fromf of each minute
bk are instroctions which stae
thiat: “Minuies shold e a clear,
comise record of the proceedings,
written legiblv™ [1is because the
women kepl detiled mimutes of (et
meetings inchuding dates, members”
riimes, activities, and Anancial
recnrls, that todiny they provide us
with an excellent primary historical
reference siarce,

It s the practice of eich Women's
Institute branch to metyin it minute
brooks amid Tweedsmuir scrapbooks
until the gronp dishands, then o wm
them over to libranes and musewns
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for safekeeping, The Local History
Resom of the Pickering Pablic Library
which is open Thursday 59, Friday
1.5, and Saturilay 912, has a fairly
extensive collection of Women's
Insiitmie materials.

Three histories of the Women's
Instimies in Cniario which mark the
200, S0, and now the 100
anmiversaries ire aviilable in the Lol
History Koo, The latest book:

Firr M aned Cosrtry the
Cenienmial Histary of the Women's
Instituies in CUntarin, is also available
on the main foor & g areolating oopy.

For history s whe like to trave]
in search of historc sites, the Addie
Hurver Hoodless homestead sill
stands near the imtersection of
Highways & and 24, in the municipal-
ity af 5t. Gearyge, nol far from
Branilonl.

Woulil Adelride Hooslless or
Erland and Janet Lee recogmize the
WL in 19577 Hardly! Would they
approvey Absohmely! They couli
reflect on one hmidred vears of educ-
tion, corrmunity acion and personal
development which the [nstituie s
provided 1o the women of Cmtario
They could still recite the same famil-
iar morto, “For Home and Country?

\ 4

thie odle, anl some of the Institute
somgs, Umrecognizable would be the
computers in thelr offices, the webs
sites, the urhanizition of Cntirio
sodely; lack of government involve-
mient, and the changes in homemak-
ingg. agriculiure, and fimily life.
According to the 1997 comvention
thetr work is not done ver, To the
women of Ontario — Well done!
Here's to the next hundred years!

w* & & & & & & &

Emidniotes

1. Walker, Annie, er al.,

Fifty Years of Achievemeni,

(Temomito: Federited Women's

Institutes of Ontirio, 1948), p3.

Lo, 3,

3. dbid., . 4,
4. Ihid, 4

5 Twegdsmuir Bistony Scraplook,
Tickering, Pickering Women's
Institute (undated), p1.

s, Mirmte Book Tabler, Woamen's
[nstite Branch and Home
Eronomics Service, Ootario
Department of Agricultune,

* # & # »
Judith Goulin is a lberian o the
Pickering Central Libriry: often to be
found in the Local History Room

* & &

Rezding List

Fifty Years of Achievement.

Kinsale, and Pickering Village.

« Ambrose, Linda M. For Home and Countny:
The Centenial History of the Women's [nstitutes in Ontaro.
Guelph: Federated Women's Institutes of Ontirio, 1996

- Powell, M. Viola. Forry Years Agowing: A History of Ontario
Womrten s Instioues. Porl Perry: Port Perry Star, 1941

+ Walker, Annie, Edith M. Collins & M. McIniyre Hood.

Toronto: Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario, 1948,
- Women'’s nstitute Minute Books. Ajax, Pickering
« Tweedsmufr Scrapbooks for Brougham, Claremount. Greenwood,

MAKING OUur OwN HISTORY

The inaugieral meeting of the IS
wis held at the historic (Hd Liverpool
House, ¥ May 1997 The 55 aien-
dees hesrd suest speaker, Tharathy
Dumean, Executive Director of the
Untario Historical Sodety, explain
what an historical sodety can acoom-
plish in the community. She also
showed slides that ilwstrated what
other historical sedeties have
achieved],

[r. Martha Lama, Professor of
Anthropology at Searborough College.
Tntversity of Toronto, was the suest

spesthoer for our seoond gereral mect
ing hedd at the Pickering Central
Library auditorinm, 4 June 1997,

. Latta defined for us the mle of
the archaeologist, showed slides of list
veaer's dig at the Guild log cabin in
Searborough, and, in i question e
ol explained how we can get involved
in an architeological dig, In atendance
ar this meetimg wis Ross Pake, who
lives in California, butis a 5th genera-
tiarm descemmlant of William and
Margaret Peak, Pickering's carlivst per-
manent selthers,

PATHMASTER

The Pathmaster, an earfy official in the
Tewnship of Pickering, was in charge of
Lhe roads. Since rads were essential is
lines of communication, the Pathmeaster
was responsille for establishing and
mintining the only infand fnes of
communication avaikable to the segtlers.

The pardiest form of overmment in
Pickering Towmship was the town-meet
ing (28 provided by an Actof the
Parliarment of Upgser Canada in 17930,
The towr-meeting did not give the own-
ship any independent power of regulat.
g tts owrnaiaies, it simply provided a
number of officers whose dutss were to
carry ot the erdees of the central gov-
ernment. The ofcers allowed by the Ao
wiere: Towen Clerk, Assessur, Collector,
Pathmaster. Fence Viewer, Poundkeeper,
and Warden.

Thie mle of the Pathmaster, or
overseer of lighways, was to build,
improve, wnd mitintin the roads. Every
mn im the townsip was requined 1o
spend & cortain number of davs ¢ach
year working om musid Building and
repainng. The Pathmasier decided what
svpee of road should be bubll, whal work
each man shiould do, and when the work
should be done.

Willim Teak, who, along with his
wife Mardaret. wes the earliest perma-
nent seitler in Plokering Township
{ahout 179315000, was one of the
first Pathmisters, hiving been appoint:
ed with fourathers al the first town
meeting in the area, held on 4 June
1803, & joint meetng of Plokering and
Whithy Townships.

THE BENTLEY HOUSE

Conmentary on the Bendey House, Brougham, from Jane Buckles,
Historic Pickering, .., [1972], lp. 2-3].

“This exquisite home, locsted st the
cormer of the Brock Road and
ighway ¥, was originally built in
1852 Dy Dr. Lafayete Bentley: It
remains today an outstanding exam
Ple of 19t century ardiiteciure.
There were no brick kilns in the jrea
at theet time, so the bricks for s
louse were probably brought from
Tornto, Old photographs of te

liouse slow an extremely omate
white wonden fence saround the prop
erty, with similar fencing 2dorning
the top of the front porch. Across the
mad, where the churdh now siands,
Dr. Beneley originally had a pill fac-
tory, This house is presently owned
by Mr. & Mrs. Gibson, to whom
miuech of the credit must go for
restoring it to its original splendour,

©
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Edge and Betty Pegyf passed some mile
stones this spring, Edge celebraied his
B5th birthilay on the 10th of May, and
the rouple celehraied their 50th wed
ding anniversary on the 211 of June.
0 hoth orcasions krge gatherings of
family and friends weee there 1o cone
gratulate them, [The actual anniversary
daies zre B May and 27 Jone.

Ower the years the Peays have con
tributed much (o the commumities of
Claremoni and Greenwood and, Indeed,
1o the whole of Pickering Township.
Edge. shon for Edgerion. was born here.,
in the honse which still stands al the
south-cast corer of Claremont
Comservition Ama. At one time most of
the eastern hall of the conservation area
was e Pegy lamily farm, wheme Edge
and his four brothers and (our sisters
were rased, About 1960, aler the
Pege il dnen had moved oot onto
their own farms. the 150 acre
propeety was sold to the Metropaolitan
Toronm and Region Conservation
Aunthonty. The MTRCA lus
singe expinded it 1o its
present 400 acres which
encompasses the whole
hiock,

After their marriage
in 1947, Beity and
Edge moved to 2 home-
stead just acmoss the
street (Concession 7) from
thie old family fam. The
howse which hadbeen
tatilt om the propeny
some years before had burned 1w the
ground and Eidge had o completely
rebuild. Here Bidge operaled 3 112-acme
dairy farm. When Edge retired from
Earming (hey sold all but 4 1/2 arms
and il the howse where they now
reside. Betry herself planned the hounse
which was bullt from Jogs harvested in
their own woodlo: and sawed a1 the old
millin Tyrune.

Farming of coorse, ocoupied madh of
Edge’s time, but be enjoyed playing
sports when he could. He played both
hasehall and hockey i the local town-
ship leagues. He savs that in those days
he had to pay 25¢ to get into the park in
onler to play ball Ofien he would play
in & double-header wlich might not end
until midnighl. Before the gamies began,
of coarse, be would have 1o milk the
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INTHE LIVES OF
EDGE AND BETTY PEGG

cows and complete his other ciores
And then it was up early the next mom
I to start all over again, In spite of this
e continued 1o play both basehall and
Liockey well past the age of 40

As i these activities were not
enough, Edge. along with Betty and
their two chiildren, Kathy and Hal,
fommed a musical trowpe which played
#l chrch garden parties arund the
pountryside. Betty played the piang,
Edge the bunja, the ukulde. the xylo-
Phome, and even a musical saw,
They presented westers and
hillbilly shows which Betty
wrote and direcied. This
continued for years
unl the

Paite by Marvey Madlind

childnen grew op. At Edge’s binhulay
party in May this year, the famly treat
el the guests 1o 4 sampling of the
miusic, stories, and jokes that were once
part of their shows. Edge even mned up
his: oldl saw {and promises 1o 1each me
how 1o play it
In more recent years Edge has

become one of Pickering’s foremosl nal
ural historians. His knowledge of

ildlife — largely sell-langhi— is deep
amd his enthusiasm boundless. After
[rursLing his interest on bis own in ihe
19508, he znd Betty joined the Durham
Reglon Field Naturalists in 1961, He
leamed much from bis 2ssociation with
other members of the organization,
Later, e was to be one of the founders
of the Pickening Naturalisis. He also has
writlen numenons articles om nature for

local newspapers, including a series of
articles he wrote for the Ajax Advertiser
when R Liwrence was its editor. Over
the years, Edye has met and shiured his
interest with some of the world's tp
hinders, including Roger Tory Peterson
and Norm Chestesficld (for many years
Canady's foremost binder),

Draring the vears when Edge was
farming, Betty was teaching school along
with raising her family In the beginning
shie taught music. then mok fime out to
hive her two children. When she went
brack: it wits to teach Kndergarten first at
West Rouge, then at Bay View Heights
{in Bay Ridges) and finally at Clarnemont
Puiblic Schoal, She retired from teaching
afler twenty-1wo yedrs.

Detty's retirement gave her (e
opporunity to leam a crait in which
she harl always had an interest; weaving.
She ook courses, joined a guilid,
and developed into a cresitive and
talented wedver.

Weaving, however, is only one
of Betty's interests. She is alen a superh
photographer. At one dme she took
wediling picturcs: then Edge sugdested
she try ber hand at namre

photography, and she has never looked

back, Her photographs have won prizes ™

in competition, have been published in
newsjapers. 2nd hang on the walls of
many wh have purchased themor
received thiem 25 gifis, One of ber present
pmjects is 1o photograph il bams,

Betty also contnues the music il
tion in the family, She was for many
vears the organist at Greenwood United
(hurch. She fizs also heen aoive as a
member of that church in other capact:
ties, Such as serving a5 President of the
United Church Women's group. and
presently, asan Elder,

Both Betty and Edge are collectos
They enjoy wildlife art and display 2
mumber of prinls of soch wellknown
antists 25 Robert Bateman and Mare
Barrie. both of whom they number
among their friends. Thew have excep
tionitl collections of such things as barbed
wire, automobile liency plites, maple
sap sigots. and bottles and jogs. Edge
hes ako crezted 2 series of moded pionecr
feners whid be puts on display occasion
ally at the Pickering Museum Village.

Congratulations Beity and Edge on
achieving these milestones in your
lives. You have made great comtribe
tons over the vears (o our community,
Yol have tanght us to enjoy and 1o
preserve our wildlife and natoral
areas, 1o cherish our human

heritage, and to apprecizte
aur villages histories.
Wee e in your delse,
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WHO CONTRIBUTES TO PATHMASTER?

Ne-f3). el

Calling for articles and photographs!

Iy Lys Laurence

The editordal commitiee hopes that
vou have enjoved this first issue of
Patlmaster. The next issue s
planned for December and contri-
butions of all kinds are welcome,
Must all 1opics go far back into the
past? No! Changes in your neigh-
baurhood over the past five years
constitute history as much as
something that happened in 1797,
The fiekd 1s wide open and we want
10 hear from you.

Do vou remember something
aboun the first ime vou saw this
area? Would it make an interesting
story? We want reminiscences of
longtime residents. as well as those
of recent residents, Why did you
move hiere? Did you emigrate from
another country, and is there a
story assodated with your decision
1o move 1o Pickering?

Family histories may be submit-
ted, or blograpiies of well known
individuals in our area. Anticles
aboun local cemeteries, roads, or

sthools are welcome, The history
of a local business could be inter-
estimg, edtbier a former business. or
one still in operation, Many people
would like to learn about the histo-
ry of cenain houses or other land.
mark buildings. Photographs are
actively sought in relation to the
architecural history of Pickering.

There are numerous smaller vik
liges and humlets within the
Pickering Township area. In future
igzues, we could benefin from
histories and photographic essavs
of these setilements.

To submit materialks 1o
Fathmaster, please send to
Michael Cummins, 1476
Fieldlight Blvd., Mckering, Ontario,
L1V 2584, or call Michael at
O05-B39- 1557, Submissions may
ilso be sent via ol o cum
minsitotalnet. Please inchide
all pertinent information abowt
voursell and any documentation
utilized in your article.

by Dave Marowe

Can you (dentify the object picrured here? It is about 10-12 am in
lengih, is made of iron, and would usually be found around the bam.,
If you think you know what this ftern is send your answer to
Pathmaster, All will be revealed in ihe next issue of the newslener,
along with the nimes of those who were alle to correctly identily this
month’s “What's it?
* & #
Dave Marlowe is Educational Officer of the Pickering Muscum Village,

ATTENTION STUDENTS!

By: Michael Cunnning
Istony s fun, esy warl! 16 peake Sure (hat vour Sources are
to el involved witl, arcurase ani cirrent.
and interesting liigas Libranies are 2 good place (o colley
ample 15 aldng wilth your grandgarents  information, however, there are a num
and Tistening to the stories they tell ber of other places which you might

aboutwhit they have experienced.
This article s about the miny wiys in
which o may become involved with
history @nd the Pickering Township
Historkcal Sodety:

History 15 not just researched and
wTilten by professional hisionianc,
Anyone may research and write about
history; but whiat is considered historyy
Weell, this question does not have a sm-
ple imswer. History fmvolves what hap-
pened in (he past, bud ome intriguing part
of liistory is the fact that what infeests
one person, miy nol inlercst another,
Therefore, everyone may pursne (her
VErY own Subijen.

Studdents are in 2 partioulary good
position (0 research topics wiich ineness
thaen. while also fulfilling the require
ments of their course, Whiether you are
an elementary, high schoal, college, or
universdty stucent, vou will be able to
prursue a subject which interests you, and
mayhe one which has never been
attempied before.

Researching a topic of inierest is noi
difficult. bt it may ke some Hme o
find all the inforrsation you need. IUis
the research which can make history fun,
because you will ways discover somee-
thirig mew: Researching for a toplc should
begin with you, the researcher, Onee you
have decided upen 2 subject which inicer-
€515 Yo, il 15 timer to hegin, and the best
place to begin is with 2 book which
might give you zn understanding of the
toprbe, i hook whidh will give vou the his-
torical context of vour area of inlerest,
and possily provide vou wit 2 isis
from which you may proceed furiher,

To continue your reseznch, go 1o your
local library or school Kbrary and ask for
assistanor; the staff will be more than
lappy 1o 2id vou in your scarch. The
Iibrarians will be able to point out other
topics which relate to vour lopic. and
where you should ook for Important
information. Gathering the mecessary
information 15 very imporiant, hecause
from these sources you will be drawing a
great deal of data, so you will

\ 4

want (o consider once you have visited
your libeary, (her places which will be
able 1o provide vou with infurmation are
archives. local history collections, bus-
nesses, schools, cometeries, and commu
ity members. These sowrces all can pro
vide vou with more information about
your topic once you furvee done some
research and know what you are looking
for. For instance, an archive may provide
you with original documents or plciures
which relate to your topic.

Local history collections, like the one
found in the Pickering Contral Libiriry,
offier information on your neighbour-
hood Businesses which hiave heen pant
of the commumity or which deal in vour
area of interest. might provide vou with
information which is not found in &
by or archive, Schooks e abso i good

Sousce for information, whether you

speak toa wacher or look al the Year
Books to sec how the school changies, as
well as what the different fashions were
over the years.

A cemetery is a plae wherr hestory is
on disphey fior all respectfinl visitors (o see,
Reading the heabstones my neveil i greal
(el abeout what has ocoured In the com-
ity wver the years, such is when a dis-
ease may have swept throwgdh the area,

Last. brut certainly not leasd, an:
memhers of e commundty; if vou are
reszarching vour neighbourhood, dumors
are that Sere is someone dose to you
who has Eved there for a long time and
may be abile to tell you about all of the
changes which lave tiken place since
Ahey have been there. No matter which
Pt vou choese 1o Bk, the most (mpoe-
1an1 part of your topic 18 1o make sune tat
Vi e imiemeszed im L

Hisiary cam be anything you want it 1o
e You can study wars, pofitics. Eshion,
music, o whatever elSe may be of inter-
et o vou. If vou have any questions, or
if you are interested in starting some
reserc and want some help, yoo can
alwiys coniact the Plekering Township
Historicz] Sndety for more information,




THE HAMLET
OF WHITEVALE

Photography by John W, Sabean.
Lavout by John Cormier.

A hidden ldvll on the cuiskins of
Toronto, Whitevale is an old milltown
whose residents still cojoy e rural
Iefe although glose to the blg coy:

The community of Whitevale Bas
Been designated as & Heritige
Conservitlion Disercl, under the
Ontard Hentage Act,

Whitevale Cemetery

The Whitevale Cemetery 1S the (1ngl
resting plce for dwe Bumlet’s name
sake, Troman B White. Also located
Dere are e grves ol o sumber of the
Mujor famnily: for whom the original
name Majorvillp was denved,

“Unknown Stranger, 1854™
This headsiong commemarates in
ustidendifed el who cime to
Whitevale sometime during the year
1854, and died there in e Whitevale
el No one ever dafmed the body,

480 Concession 5.

e

Welcome
toy

Whitevale

1820

Fleritage Cimseryaticnn
Adi=triet

\ " i

565 Concession 5.
Ciothie revival home dating
from the 16908, locaed on
ihe bl et of the hamler




460, 470, and 480 Conression 5.

These 3 homes side by side in

the centre of the amlet are all

Gothic revival townhomes dating
ot atollt 16375,

Whitevale Mill
This §s e onky remaining mill of
it mumber thes wete once chistered
along the hanks of West Duffing
Creek in the heart of the hamlet,
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Whitevale United (Wesleyan
Methedist) Church

The congregation daies fom 1854,
thie church buil ding from 1884,
Note its distincive featnms
stepped brickwork [corbelling:
stained-glass rose window in

thie gable; stain ed-glass lancet
windows om either side of the main
entrance, steeply-pitched rond
crowned with bell tower




NAMES IN THE NEWS: FRED AND BESS HOUSSER
c e e e 0 e @4;3 @ﬁz'ﬁ&ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬂm- ¢ 0 s 0

by ol W. Sabean

As far a5 1 know, Lawren Steward
Hlitrrs, cone of the leaders of the Growp
of heveny, never painted any of Tis Enil
seapes in Pickerme Townshipy; be did,
however, paini the ponrit of one of
Pickerings residents,

Fess Homsser (1H%0-1969), née
Larkin, Bad married Frederick
Eraughton Housser (188919561 in
1914 Atnhe time of their marriage,
Frod Housser was i clerk at the Centril
Loan and Savings Company in Tomnto,
bt in the 19208 he was o betome e
fimantal editor of the Tonmne Daily
Star. In 1915, the Howssers purdhased
i home and property on Lo 13,
Comression 2 In Mokering Village (e
buouse 15 nonw 4 56 Kingston Road
Weesth, Whether the Howssers lived in
the Feise vestr rouend or just in the
summers 15 uncertin. The Tomnio
Diimertories hivve no listings for (e
Homeszers betwem 1916 and 1919,
but from 1920 on they again shiom )
Tosromun residence, (1 s known, owey-
er, that Detween 18 une 1916 and B
June 19719, the Howssers wene visited
iy hacde Mckering home by thede frenls
D aind Gordon Mills mimv times
throughout the vear: The Hiussers did
n el e Pickering resldence il
May 1922

Somedime eary in 19210, Lawren
Hirns prainted] Bess Housser's porirlid.
It was i 1t same vesr that Harmis and
anumber of his painter friends fomed
the Gromagr ol Seven imd had their first
exhibitiom—in May & the An Gallery
of Tomorto. Portrade of Bess (or " The

CTeristian Scieatise) was one of three
rortrats be exchibited fn it first shew.,
(The portrit s now in the collection of
the At Gallery of Ontario. A coour
pliter may be seen in Peter Lanisey,
Light for it Coldd Lanud; Lawren Harris's
Wik arud Life—Am Interprretaiion
Cloromao: Dumdum Press, 1999),

plate 36.)

The Houssers hal been long-time
friends of Lawren Harrs. Fred and
Lawren bad first met when they were
stlenis together at St Andnews
College in the eirly years of the comu
ri. and they would contimue o meet at
the At and Letters Club of which they
weere Doth mem bers, 1was Fred
Huousser whao wis to write the first his-
fory o the Growp of Seven: A
Canadian Art Meverent: The Stery of
the G enf Sevien {Toronto!
Macmmdlin of Canada, 1926).

In 1934, thwe redationship took an
il turm: Fred divorced Bess, and
Harris divoroed s wile Trixie; Brss
mitrricd Harris, and Fred marmied
patenuter Yvomne Mckague. They all
rentined sood friends, however, exoept
foor Trizae Harris. who was left empty-
handed

Iy Bess Housser, Pickering has
amother cldm to artisic fame: she was
one of four womien who indtiated tae
prictioe of retng works of ol The rel
instigianors were Growp of Seven artist
LEH. MacDonald anil Bess's best
frienl Doris Mills, who apparemitly
bexth thoughn of the idea at the same
timee. Mrs. Mils remeed several paint

ings fromm MicTronald in the spring of
1919, When her friends Tearned of this
they decidie] 1o follow suit, and thus
wits borm in Novernber of that ver the
*Ulrouliating System” ol art rental,
wherelny Mills anl Housser, aling with
Lt Tavlor iwhose portrait was also
Lvdmteeed iy 1920 Dy Lawren Harms) and
Mrs. Benmeth T Young rented for a vear
1 2 painitings mom such artises as
MacDomald, Harris, Arthuer Lismer, and
ALY Tackson. Eachi would keep ihiree
primtings on their walls for three
gt then they would swap ping
ings until by the end of the vear each
bt all 12 patimeings in dheir bomes for
aperio. Then these printings would
bre retummeil tothe antsts amd 12 more
painings renied. Note, oo, thit this
waas begum in the year hefore the Group
of Seven was formed.

Art rentitl seems ke 2 gouod ides
nows gl it sttracted many peophe by
the mid- 19205, bt there was one jour-
mlist whio wis not greii by inspired by
theidea The Temmto Star Weekly sent
O a1 yoamngd Teparter 1o see i there was
il story, This was only the seconid
issignment for the eporer since he
had come to Toromo and joined the
newsjuper stail aod for ihe story he
wroke he erned 85, Sarcstically he
wiote: “After being asked by jowriter
o the Star Weekly for n story on the
new application of Harvey's pringple
of dreulation.” one of the renters
“talked it over with the other drouli:
tees and they decided that the publica:
tiom of their names or e names of te

artists wouhl give 2 (imeof commer-
cilism g0 the entine scheme which
wontld gquite spoal i Renting an, he
conchuded, was just the silly idea of a
few wnmen whio haed oo munch time on
their limds. The youmng joumalise wis
to spenid the next three veurs writing
fior the Srar Weekly, then left t pursue
hiis career in other wiys in other places.
iz name was Emest Hemingwiy,

For two of the women, te rental
scheme hore further frit; they them-
selves learmed o palnt Again it was
lors Mils whir beed the way, Withoul
any instruction, and with just enogh
belp from ALY, Jackson w purdhase the
rigly materials, she wenl off by herself
amil started] to peint, ot content with
thunt, she dmvited her fmend Bess
Housser to join her on painting cxoor
sions. Within two years e two were
invited to exchildn cheir work at te
Wormen s Art Association, In 1926, (he
wo women became invited contmbu-
tors 1o dhe Group of seven exhilition,
and shonly thersiier each had had
praainungs cheosen to travel abmad as
pairt of Canadgim exllitions at intenmg
rinmal shows, For severl years in the
1920 Bess lso conducted 3 monghly
column on ast for the Canadian
Bookmrare,

[oris Mills Laer married Morray
Speirs and moved to Pickering in 1948
where she lived for the next 40 vears,
until her death in 1989,

Rahay

Fhots !



A CAPSULE HiSTORY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PICKERING
Prepared for the Inaugural Meeting of the Pickering Township Historical Society, 7 May 1997.
by folm WE Sabrean

) Whai [ollows are a number of snapshols of Pickering

L. 10 (M) years ago: Lake Iroguaots
(0ur Ecological Heritage)

The Towo of Pickering exhibis some
interesting physical featares Bl (ot
Ty the glacial age, Most significant i5
e Oak Ridges Moziine formed Dy the
converdenoe of two ice lobes which
deposited glacial il between them.
The Moritinge marks the northem
boundary of Pickering,

The area between the Ouk Ridges
Moraing aod Lake Ontang s called 2
till plain. Across the plain, west to eas),
the shoreline of (e ancient Lake
Iroquois can readily be discemed
thraugh much of Pickering,

Dispersed throwghout the plain are
long ridges or oval shiped Bills [ormed
by glactal drift known as dromlins. A
dozen drumiing are scattered throngh
out the present iwnship.

The Rouge and Petticoal Creek val:
levs are remnants of the Carolinian {or

yuu'lhrnl [eriduous) Forest. The wesi-
ern enedl of Frenchman's Biy marks the
norihern limit {and in Ontario the est-
erm limith of the Carlinian Forest, Easl
anil nerth of this is the Great Lakes-St
Lawrence Forest Region, @ transition
forest of mixed conifers and bard-
wods. Af the boundany of these two
forest regions, (the Town of Mickering
acconmmedates spectes of botd, there
fore provi ding 2 umigue diversity;

Frenchiman's Bay is one of the mest
significant natural sites in the greater
Toronto Area. Tt is a highly-valued eco
leical community: with provincially-
rare plants, regionally-rare breeding
Tirds, significant fish habiliL and an
impomant stopover for migrating
wilerfowl and shorehirds.

The glacial, gealerical, and ecologi-
cal heritage of ickering is rich. 10 has
provided an abundance of Torest, fertile
soil for farming when cleared. a safe
harbour for shipping, and a great
variety of wildlife.

J

I 1630; Hurimria
{Or Indian heritage)

The arcimeological evidence for the
presence of bumgans in this area dates
Dack at least 40000 years along DulTins
Creek and the Rouge River. [n more
recent fimes, the Rouge was the begin.
ning of 2 major Indizn portage between
Lake Ontario and e Holtand River
{with access o Lake Huromn.

(U e eve of Fumpesn arrival in the
15th & 161h cenfuries, there were two
rival trading alliances in Ontano & New
York: the Huron Confederscy (Hurons,
Petuns, Neotraisl and the Irooes lor 5
Nations! Confederacy (Mohawhks,
Uneidas, Onombigis, Cavagdas, Senecas
& Tuscaroras in 172008 The Hurens
wene in possession when the Eumpesns
arrived i the 17th centary, The popula-
Hoa of Hurosda in 1630 was over 30
000, In the mid-seventesnth century
(e Five Nations [oquels deove the
Hurons out of the anestand estrblshed o
nuher of villzges along the north
shore of Lake Ontario. One of these vil-
lages, Ganatsekwyagon, cstahlished by
the Senecas (mguais), wis somewhene
between the mouth of the Rouge and
Fremchman's Bay,

The French attempted to monopolize
e fur tracde and o ovaley developed
berween the French and the Iroquois.
Eventually the [rogquois retreated from
southern Ontario, wnd the void made by
{herr departure wis filled by the
Mississangdas i0jibway!,

There &8 Tittle evidence now of [ndian
presence, exoept in archaeological finds.
The nearest Mississaugss are on Scugeg
Island, The Indians, however, have left
115 a great Tegacy, and during fhe early
years of white settlement helped
smaoth the way for the settlers,

I 16659 Fenetlon af
Ganatsekwyagmn
{0nr French Heritage)
To the Seneca village (Ganatsekwyigion
came mamy of the early French tnders
and explorers, including Jean Peré and
Adrtes Jolllet @rothier of the more
famous Louis Jolliew), who stopped here

in the summer of 1665 on their way to
Lake Superior in seaech of copprr,

Che Frenchman staved for @ season,
Framgods de Salignag de Fenelon, 2
Sulpician missionary, spent the
winter of 1665-F0 with the Sene of
Gunatsekwyagon. The taditional story
5 Wt Lhe winter was an exremely
harsh one, forcing the Indians 10 scaltes
into the surrounding forests to funr,
Fenelon, who predably intended to
establish a mission schoal in the Indim
village, had to o with them. He sur-
vivedd oe the few sguimmels and other
soall amimals he could find. and repon
edly al times was reduced to enting the
fungd that grew at the base of e rees.
Inthe spring he retreated o Chaimee dis-
couraged and in broken health. In facc
thyere s 1iithe Dasis for this accouwm
lincluding the harsh winter! and strong
evidence thal Fenelon wis suceessful in
[ls efforts, and beciuse of his sucoess
was rewarded by bring put in charge of
the mission schon! in Montrel. In any
ceise, Fenelon's sojourmn at Frenchman's
Ty 5 notzble for two reasoms: he wis
the first European resident in the
“Tomonte area, and he established the
first schiool in the region,

The cnby reminder of the French
presenee in the are today isin a own
ber of place names, For example the
[iouge Kiver was so-named becawse of
its redl lay tanks, Pettbeom Creek was
origimally Petite Cote linle side™]
Creek, a rame derived probably from
thie fact that 1he eas bank of the creek is
quite high, while the wesi hank is
almost Mt near iis mouth. And, of
comrse, Frenehman's Ry commemo-
rates the French presence, and probably
i named for Fenelon himsell, 2y was
Fenelon Falls Galthough there is some
dispute aboul both names),

IV 1811: European Seitlement
{{hur Lovalist Herltage)
The Feench never established perma-
nemt settlement in Pickering.
Lo L5560, with the G0l of Queber
and Montreal, the whale country passed
into the hanids of the British,

Township af varlons {imes in its hisiory. Fach snapshol Introdvces one aspect of our rich herllage,

Sentlement. however, sill had to wait
another 40 vears, but dusing that dime
some prepantions were mide, [n 1787,
the land was purchased from the
Mizsissaugas. Four years ler (17911,
what wis eventually 1o become Ontirin
wis mamed Canads West In the same
vear Augstos [ones surveved Plekering,
aming the township Edinhbusgh,

The first lamid grants were made under
L-Gow: John Graves Simeoe.

The name Duffins came from m
[rish trzder who Lved in the ans of
what i now Pickertng Villige, He dsa
stsndowy figuee about whom little is
kmown, e & reputed 1o have been 2
“genial risbumn”™ whe opened his
tome to whertever trvellers migli be
pessing by, Arcording 1o tradition, one
of these travellers, repakd bis ospigality
b murdering him. His name appears
attached 10 the meek a5 eardy as 1791,

The earllest known permanen
Enropein szitlers of Pickering
Township, apart from the unfortunate
DT, were fur tsder and Indsn inder-
preter William Peak and his wife
Margaret who came to the mouth of
[rffins Creek ibout 1800, They
cleared the land on the west side of
Duffins Creek (Simcoe Poing.

T LAOE the population of
Pickering had increased to 180 people,
A year or two Teter @ consideszble influx
of seitlers to Pickering Township
ocourmed when Tumothy Rogers, a native
of Vermont, brought in a number of
Cuitker fimifics, Rogers also built
thie first grist mill on Dudfins Creek
and profabdy the first sawmill

A Town meeting was held as
early as 1803 in unjunction with
Whitbw Township, but the first Town
meeting for Plekering alone ccurred
in 1811, The officers elected were a
Town Clerk, 2 Assessors, a Calletor,

4 Pathfinders. 2 Pounikeepers, and
2 Town Wandens.

he early seiters were all
Laovalists whio left the United Stites
after the American Revolutionary
Wiar amd accepled the offer of Lind
in Upper Camira
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¥ 1850 Mid-century prosperity

{ur Brigish & Irish Heritage)
The fimst order of business for the set-
tlers was the clearing of Tand to huild
liomes and wo plant crops, The butlding
of public buildings — schools, church-
s, court houses, angd the like — had to
awilit a more eslallished setlement. [n
the mezanwhile grist and woollen mills,
breweries amd tanneries were bulll, the
firs! efforts at industrial life, In addi-
i, improvements were made in -
muetications, first through the butlding
of Kingston Read and then toaand he
micldle o the century, e upgrading of
thie port 11 Frenclimin's By,

Frechiman's Bay, with its fine natur-
al harbour, became increasingly impor-
fant as @ port for the export of ship
misis. pine bogs. amd squired timber A
whtird was built @t the north end of the
by (185057, and dredging, begun as
enrly as 1443, cleared 2 channgl lange
enongh 1o admit Lirger ships from Like
Ontario. [tis reported that in the vear
1645 alone, with 20 sawmills in oger
atinn in e township, one midlion
meires of hember were exportd
through Frenchman's Bay. Uy mid-cen.
tury more than half of Pickering
Township was cleared of (s onee abun-
it trees,

Brock Road, the first norihsowh
rode, followed an ald Indian trail, amd
wils opened in 1808, It connected the
Quaker senlements in Pickering Villade,
[abridge, and Newmarked, 1t also
paved the way for the development of
the Plckering linterland. Sever] vil
lages were dited along the Brock Road,
anil on the concession mad allowances:
Whitevale, Brougham, Cliremont,
Greenwonid. Altona, Atha Read, Balsam,
Kinsale, Brock Roal, Chernvwuixl,
Chermywood Staton, Charkes Hollow,
Dieckers Hil, Disde, Green River, anid
Moumt Zion. Enchof these villages s
its nwn history,

Pigkering residents took part (n the
Witrof 1612, and played a mujor mle
in hoth sides of the Rebellion of 1837,

Administratively, fmm 1791 1o the
garly LAS0s, Mekering was part of the
Home District, then pam of Ontirio
Conmty, [n 184 1: Canada West became
Upper Canada, and in 1867, Upper
Canady hecame Omario,

After the Warof 1812, immigration
cime primanly from Great Britzin and
Irelamd, ind it 1s 1o these senlers as weldl
15 Lo the Tovalists tha we owe the earli-
esl elements of pur socety,

VI. 187%: Growth and Decline
(Oheer Agricedinral Heritage

Whnt the Grand Trunk Railway (iter
(e CNRE was opened through
ickerimg in 1656, use of Fronchman's
Bay us a port declined shamgly.
Howewer, e provinelal government
poared in money foran upgrading of
the facilities. A new wharf replaced the
old one, a lighthouse was built, a new
channe] was dredged, and 2 50 000
bushel devator was construeted. (nee
again the bay became 1 bustling por.
Thets lime il was harfey that became the
chief exprort, Wiglons wewld line the
road s the way to Liverpoal Road wait.
ing to umload sheir cargoes of barley
winich were destined for the breweries
of the United States. ATl this ended
when an American doty on the impor-
tatien of ey closed the market and
once again the port went into decling.

The kavter hall of the 19th century
saw ImAny improvements in agncnliemn
and in the hreeding of stock. Pickering
farmers were very much in the forg.
front of these developments, Although
markets Quetaied and made life tough
for farmers ey continued (o produce
their crops om some of the finest farm
land grounl,

The population went through 4
period of steady decling which contin-
ued 1o ke middle of e next centong:

VII. 1900k Resorting fo Pickering
((hnr Recreational Heritage!

Atthe endl of the 19th century
anil the bedinning of the 20th century
sevenil (ottage communities were
eatallished in Mckering Township,
anil the area becime i recretionil
cenbre with Torontonian vacationers
diseovering ihe Bay The coltage
pommusitics were Roschank,
Fairport Village, and Fuimport Beach
foriginally Dunbirton Shores) around
the Bay: and Squire’s Beach nthe
Drutlin's Creek area.

So popular was Resclank as
surmmer pesor that it evenoally
Tuadl 115 ow drin station and was
sepyved by Seven passenger trains 15 well
25 Picnic Specials. Ir also b i< own
post office from 1216, In the 1920s,
Cevil White, with 2 vision of creating
the "Venlee of Monh Amenica”, ined
Traliam architects 1o design canals and
bridges modelled after those in Venice,
Samie of the channels at weee dredgen
in the Rouge are stll visible, but the
briclée whicl was buill 10 connect
Wiondgrange Avenue imd Westpoint
Avenue has disappeared. The projec
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itsell collapsed afer the stock market
crasdiin 15924,

Early development an Frenchman's
By began on the east side. This was the
econoimic cenire of Pickering Townstip
when the bay was a shipping port. The
village ltsell, as shown on the Ontirio
County Atlas in 1877, was limited toa
very small area around Frone Hoad and
Commeroe Slreet, and apparently never
expanded bevond these l[imits, In the
first bf of the twentieth century,
Faieport Village and its environs becime
il CoftAge Communiy.

Dring the ssmimes, there wasa
miass mevement ol of e oty of
Toronto to Mickering's coftage
commumities, In ime the cottages
were winterized and the mumber of
residents stabilized,

VIIL 1950; Mid-century Prosperity
Again (Our Industrial
Heritage!

L the first bialf of e 200 century,

Pickering Township remained largely

a rural, farming community. Pidering

pesilestts fgln in beth world wars,

ind what was to berome the Town

of Ajax was the site of @ lange

mumitions plant. After the Second

Wirld War, Mickering saw increasing

industrial growik,

Alsn in the boom vears following
WWIL subrdivisions began 1o appeir
[y Ridges was the first ofthese
subelivisions 10 be built, 1t was bedun
iy e cardy 19605 on what was then
farmm Tand Many of the origing
landowners and/or their descendanis
itre still lving in the area. The comim.
nity of West Shore soan Tollowed

IX. 1975: Ajax and Durham
{Chaur Irnenerigfranet Heritage)

As aresult of their effort during

the war, the people of Ajax had gained a

new sense of identine [n 1954 they

miale a submission for wn stams,

which they were awarded, and in

[ 955, hey hecame the Town of Aji,

the name being derived from e

firinish warship HMS Ajax, one of the

ships in the Aeet which defeated the

German pocket baiteship Graf Spee in

(e Battde of the River Plae in 1939,

I its present form the Town of

ke ring was established in 1975

8 @ pestel of ee reorganization

of bocal government. It encormasses

most of e older Township of

Pickering. except that Pickering

Village was nmalggmated with

the Town of Ajax, and the

West Rouge Community wis
incorporited into te Borough
inow City! of Scarborough.

Msgyin 1975, Petticoal Creek
Conservation Arca was created from
grownover Gnmland with remeint
ares of Canelintan Handwood Forest,
Itis a 72-hectire park along the
lakefront with i rising 1o 10
melres ihove e waterdine, 1t s
minaged by the Metropolitan Toromto
anil Megion Conservation Authority
IMTROAY, a5 are Greenwond and
Cliremont Conservittion Areas.

I recent yeurs new waves of
immigration hiave brought 1o Fickering
a great diversity of culture. People from
all pwver the globe have come te reside
in oir tows and thereby have greatly
enrichedl our socety.

X. 1997 Today and Tomarrne
(Apprvaching 200 Years)

Today: Pickering is & prospenous
town of ilmsest 70 000 people on the
egstern horder of Metropolitan Tomonlo,
Most of its maidenes Live In 20 urban
arcawithin five kilomegres of the Lake
Ontardo shaceline, but 2 rapidly
increasing populaton s resulting
in i nonbwan cxpansion,

T flow of traffic has been
reversed] rom cardier in the ceniury
Every weekday morning hundreds of
Pickering residents travel by rail and by
ciar o olMoes i dowmown Tornio,

Today, the lakeshorne is heing
rediscoveral, 'etteom Croek
Conservation Area, Fremchiman's Bay,
and the Waterfront 'vail are providing
masny epportunites for secreation,

There iz alan an increasing intemst
in the environment. Pickering will not
relurm o the forested stide of the
pre-settlement vears, nor witlit
ytintadn its rural chyaracter, Chinnge
will corne isevitably, but will it come i
the experse of the best of our heritage,
o will we Bearn o fcosnmodate oue
Teritage with progress?

W ire Gst approaching the
200t anniversary of Eurapein
Seqtlemen dthe year 20000, and, in
the estublisted form of celebrating
our prast, the year 2011 will mark
200 vears of cvic government.

Pickerimg has a history worlh
celchrating and a heritage worth
proserving. W need 1o wierk together
to see that what the land and its people
have given to us s not los




The presence of three venerable Post fam-
ily homes in Pickering Ay oSt Inn,
Pt Manor anel Post Hill cim be ircedd
bz to one couple, CGromge Washingion
Pogt [ and Elzabeth Anna Know les.
Geonge, har in 1779, was & o

of Jordon Post and Abigail
Loomis who cime to York
froan Elefron, Connecticu
aboun 1780,

Georde moved fo
Scarborough in the early
mineieenth century aod
met Elizaheth ( bomn in
17560 eldest daughter
of Willinm and Mary
Koowles who
mmbgrated o Highlind
Creek from New Jersey

about LAOZ, and became one of the earli-

el Camebles o hive eithed i the area,
(eomge and Elizabeth were mamicd in
LAOS, wnd wers blessed only one year
ltter with (heir first child, Asa Post
Genmge was the proprietor of 2 tivern in
Searborowgh. A public spieited man, in
LA06 fie replaced William Enowles as
overseer of ighways and fenes, dndin
LET0 e semvedd o i1 dramd jury. e wis
};Ima member of the Masonic Orier.
Abour 1813, George and Elizabethy
v with their soung Bamily to
Pickering, seltling on Kingsion Road
aboud oo mile west of the Whithy or-

\

THE PosTS OF AJAX /PICKERING

By Pat McCanley

der. They cleared and farmed ther land
unti] dhey wene itlle to builid an impres-
sivee, bwistorey brick inn, complete with
ann upper ballroom on Lot 5, Concession
1,in 1615, Authis time there were
378 people living in Pickering,

stopping place for coach
&5 betwesn Tomnto and
Kingston. Thedr
neary e was also
the sreme for
pioneer ploughing

Pirst [nn became an impartant

Fruiln, Kesw Yok, Foad East in Ajax. Todzy the red
brick is covered by stuece on the sides
and e siding a1 the fonl and only its
conformition hings i s formes
randeur, However, i must have been
a wonderful comiort Lo trvellers in the
nineteentl cenfury, avang lerehod
arul jounced over the crest sloping
down to Carmuthes’s Creekl tosee the
ligtht shindng from the ball moon
window and smoke rising from the
doufle chimnays.

Post TN, 132 Kingston Boad

1641, His brother Croonge Washington
Pt 11, Tsilt Pose Hill in 1656, Boben
wits miaeging the lnn during 1132 when
cholera swept the area and caused bis
tleath at 25, Henry was only 22 when
he died im 1848, and bis sisters erected a
hezdstone for ine. Hisim and his fmily
were proprictors of the [nn fn 1851,
George Washington Post I died in
1828 and Elizabeth in 1833, neither
having reached the age of lifty, Their

East, and Jordan Post's Post Manor . on
the norilwest comer of Kingston Road
aeud Brock Read, also survive thanks to
some pullicspimed inttives. We bope
thiese treasures of the carly history of
s Mckerisg wall always be with us.

matches, such s the final resting place is in the Ley Family

ong which ook place Cemetery on Mill Street in Pickering

in 1A50, which Village, along with fowr of their sons and

witnezsed a match olhess of thelr Gmily.

between Yaugian Amizingly, ater over 180 vears
il Searborough the Post In sill stands ot 367 Kingsion
Townships, with Scarborongh camying
ol the prizee,

The Posts had ten children: Asz,

b Loy ceplive
« Tioms, Robert K iedl A History of Scarhmuglr. Scarbomog:

Hiram, Jordkin, George Waslingion 11, Scarbarough Public Libary, 1968,
Teikist, Teohert, Henry, Sv1l, Anma, and 3 Ellﬁumﬂwﬁmﬁm Collection in History Tioom,

Sarah. The Posts employed houssiold ser-
varnls who lived with them, one of whont,
Ann (¥Reilly, became the wife of Asa
Posr. Axa farmed two hundred ac
8% (he road from s pasenial ome
ichieved fame in his agricultural per
suits. He was the facher of Alben Asa Posl
wio begame the designaced architect for
Umdarin County, Ilding homes, schools,
and churches here and subsenuently in

< 1857 Cenmus, Pickering Tovmship,
- Misstrated Historical Atlas af the Crmiy of Oratasio, Ot
Toronto: JH. Beers & Ca, 1AFT,
« Muserared Nistorical Atlas of the Courrty of York, and the
Toweslp of West GailiianIeny and T of Bredfinrd i thie
oty of Simicae, Ot Toromte: Miles and Co, 1875
« Musser, Christine M. (e, York, Umper Carsels Mimtres of Town Meetings
and Lists of Inliakitanits, 1797 - 1827,
Toonto: Metropokitin Toconio Library Boand, 1954,
« Winser, Brian, Pemonal Commumication,

What is this? Why was it here?
Where did the road go?

The Baseline Road tnow called Baviy
Strect in Mckering aod Ajax, Victoria
Street in Whithy, and Bloor Sweetin
Oshywa and Courtloe) was the closest
comtinuous road parillel 1o Lake
Ontano passing through Ontario
County. When travellers went west on
the Baseline, thew winild gt a relatively
strtight road wntdl Biey reached
Liverpool Road when they were forced
1o turn north or seot. A left tum
wnild, in days past, take one south o
(e post of Frenduman's By, with ity
rain elevators, fishing vessels, and cot-
{gges., [ yow tnok 2 riglt tum you
winntld go north only a short distance.,
theen ke Baseline Road continued wesl-

¢

HOLE-IN-THE-WALL

THE DUNBARTON CULVERT
By ferry Paris

swanl, down asteep Bl into the ereck
valley, parall el to the Grind Trunk
IRailway ling leading to Tornio

A Tiftle Tess than a kllometre west
of Liverpoo] Road. the Baseline Road
agaln was foroed (o make a desour
because of @ marsh and swampy area
which had i northern howndiry of the
raibwiy line durng times of high
wateT, Travellers turmed mghit, avoid-
, ind went under
the cut stone archiway leading 1o the
side road now Koown as Dixie Read.
or altermatively follewing another
road which wound norffwest into the
village of Dunbarton to Dunchurch
Sireet, A connection was made to
Kingston Hoad by either moute,

Plunter; froeme it al oo of Do St Clntwerthy) amed! Lilaw Mool | Clarwart iy




THANKS!

The 'THS woull ke to acknowledge the followiny for their contributlons to the
newsletter and to the foundation of onr fedgling society;
Maria and [im Skentzog, Od Liverpool [ovse; Pickering Centr) Library; Pickering  #7%
Fagl Shore Community Assoriation; Sylvia Spencer; Jane Buckles: The Cliremont

NOW THAT WE HAVE
A NEWSLETTER...

Coming goon, a journal for the Plekering Township Historicnl Society!
By: Lys Lanrence

Paikmaster will publish short
artickes on the history of the Pickering

Do youhave any of these original

documenis? Is there a longime

Township area. = resident you could
widl & news about Imerview for an
the Historical : oritl history? Do
Society itself, The N’ ANIE vo hive any

forum for longer arti-
cles and emays will
be the proposed jour-

THE

interesting pho
{ingraphs of people
or places in the

nal for the Pickering Pickering
Townsliip Historical Townshiip area?
Sooety. Some of the Same the

fuges may be simi-
lir 1o thiose suggest-
ed for the newsletier,
but mone elaborzie
than those publshed
in Pathmasier. In
aildition. the joumal
will publish original
desruments such as old newsprager
articles, business records, and diaries.
Your submissions to this proposed

junrmnal zre welcome now;

ImmNAL

CoNTEST!

Jourmitl Conlesit
Your sugdestion
could become the
official name of
the new journal
Submit vour sog-
gested namels) 1
lvs Laurence at

9058399837 or by E-nail at
fithfinn@@myna.com. Please
inclnde your name, phone number,

and complete addmess

Lionesses; and Keglonal Councillors Maurlce Brenner & Doug Dl ckerson

Rey Robintson (left), President of the Pickering East Shore
Community Asseciation (PESCA) presents PTHS President Tom Mokr
with a cheque for stari-up funds.

PICKERING
TOWNSHIP

* Editor;

Design:

Editorial Assistants:
John Commier
Lys Launence
Pat MoCanley

Tom Mokr

Gayle Quintilian

John Sitbean

~ Michae] Camimins

[ilin Commier
Flaruls Om Arl & Design

Parbmaster i the newsletter of the

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Pickering Township Historical Sogety and
15 issned guanerly: Septenbes. Deoember.
March, and June. Adidress comespoendence
to PTHS, /o 842 Naroch Bhd., Pickering,

COMING EVENTS:

General Meetings of the Pickering Township Historical Soclely
1y Second Toesday of the month, September through June
Time: 7:30 p.m. Place: Pickering Recreation Complex

FALL SCHEDULE:

Tuesday, 9 Seplember 1997
Guest speaker: Allan MeGillivray,

Curittor of Uie Uxbrdde-Scott Musewm,

will address “Our Comimaon Quaker
Heritage” Plams are also 10 honour De
William A McKay, author of The
Pichering Stery, and Mefha McKay,
compiler of the Tweedsmuir History of

Tuesday, 11 November 1997
Guest speaker: Dorothy Britton,
President of te Claremont Women's
Institute, and other members of te
Claremont W1 will speak about the
acinevemenis of tie Jocal organiration
in this. the 100th anniversary of the
inunding af the Women's Institutes.

Onarip, LW 189, Pickering. mﬁﬂ:;:mh 2
Board of Directors: This i your night to display collsctions
President: Tom Mohr #391231 Tuesday, 14 October 1997 and items relating 10 the listary of
Vice President: Jahn Sabean §31-3811 Guest speaker: Willlam Parish, Pickering Township. Or perfiaps you
Hml:d.l.ug & Comesponding Secretary:  Laud Towata-Roy HA9.22096 former maver of Ajax, will talk about live HJlTr phot uarap':m n !'_K]]Jl:l'. ar
Membership Secretary Anne Bridge 6495473 A Shared History: Ajax and Pckening  juave idemtified or shides to show
Treasurer: Tony Poirier B39-68R5 Pon cealact Toﬁ Mt sk
Advocacy & Preservation Chair; berry Parts 8395174 Pl S A e
Publications Chair: Michacl Cummins ~ 839-1557 to tell him what you're bringing.
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