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Pickering Village is located 1n the Town of RAjax. It was
originally located in the County of Ontario, in the Township of
Pickering. It was first called Duffin's Creek}which is a creek

was fist

thattiPns through the wvillage. The Township of Pickering %gdhn
sei?ﬂing in the early 1800s when land grants were handed out to
xfff:lff~ﬂﬁp‘ It consisted of a number of different willages at
various crossroads between the concessions. Duffin's Creek was one
of the villages located near Lake Ontario. In the early 1970s,
Pickering Village became part of the Town of Ajax. The local
cltizens continue to fight today to keep the distinct heritage of
the Village alive. Development is very important to the Town of
Ajax. Historical buildings occasionally get caught in the way. As
will be discussed in this paper, money is an important aspect to
any town and through the years, on this specific plot of land in
Pickering Village, education and historical heritage were destroyed
to make way for new residential deavelopments.

Religion was an important aspect in Pickering Village as was
the case for most rural towns in the late 1800s. Religion had a
large role iﬁ%Zarly settlement of the Village. An earlv pioneer,
Timothy Rogers, was a Quaker and was commissioned by the government
to settle families. In 1807 he moved to Pickering Village and
bhrought with him twenty Quaker families. PRogers had hoped that
Pickering would become the centre of Quaker meetings in Canada.

Little did he know that a much larger Ouaker institution would be

located in Pickering where future generations would benefit from a

The Journal of Timothy Rogers, 1756-1827.



worthwhile education.

One of the most prominent buildings in Pickering Village was
located on Conc. 2, Lot 13. Situated on the southwest corner of
the lot on & hill overlooking the wvillage., was a four storey
building that was called Pickering College. Thisa was a to-
educatio&ibcardinq school that was erected bv the Quakgrs in 1877.
Pickering College was a non-denominational school and t;éy received
students from all over the continent as well asrﬁapan. Russia,
China, Persia, Armenia, Australia, Central America and the West
Indies.' The school had gained a worldwide reputation. The reason
that the Quakers built the college was that they believed that an
institution was necessary for the education of both sexes,’urThe
school was a new development to the Village and it was hopeq that
it would enhatice the area surrcounding the building while prg§;&1nq
to be a valuable resource to the local businesses. The contract
for building the college was given to an Oshawa contractor for $24
300.00.' It was built on the top of a hill overleocoking the Village
and it began to keep a watchful eye over all the houses down below
by Duffins Cresk.

The building was an architectural delight. It was built with

red brick and was four storevs high. It had a bell-tower on the

centre section of the slate roof and elegant arched windows, headed

‘"Pickering College", Kindred Spirits: Ontario Genealogical
Society, Fall 1993, Vol. XII. Issue 4.

'""Pickering College," The Pickering News, July 27 1883, 4.

‘"Pickering CGollege®, The Pickering News, July 27 1883, 4.
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with buff brick.’ It was located on four acres of Lot 13. It was
a large building and housed many students and staff. There were
parlours and rooms for the teachers, principal and superintendent.
Two wings were built which ran eighty feet back -and it was here
that the students' dormitory rooms and laboratory were located. The
building housed 75 resident pupils.' The school was heated by
stove until 1883 when steam-heating became the main source of
heat.” Plumbing only arrived at the college arcund 1905. A former
student, Arthur Dorland, recalls:

About the time I arrived at the school, inside

plumbing had been installed and tollet accommodation

had been modernized and enlarged. An adequate

supply of water was also ensured by the erection of

a windmill at Duffins Creek...which delivered some

eight thousand gallons of water daily. This was in

addition to the reserve supply in the main well and

cisterns at the school. Nevertheless, we still used

pitchers and basins in our rooms for washing and we

filled our own jugs at a tap in the bathroom.'
Electricity was not vet available at the College. There was still
no hydro electric power. "Consequently, coal-oil lamps were used
throughout the school for ililumination. This presented a serious

fira hazard; for oil lamps were used throughout the school for

illumination. This presented a serious fire hazardé%fer oil lamps

‘Archie Macdonald, ed., A Town Called Ajax, (Ajax: Ajax
Historical Board, 1995). 286.

i"pickering College Fire," The Pickering News., January 5
a0, 1.

""pickering College", The Pickering News, July 27 1883, 4.

'Arthur Garratt Dorland, Former Days and Quaker Waves: A
Canadian Retrospective, (Picton: The Picton Gazette, 1965), 14Z2.
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were always liable to be knocked over, and many a glass chimney was
semashed to smithereens in a pillow fight or similar fracas.' Later
on, an acetyvlene gas plant was installed in the school replacing
the hazardous coal lamps. Pickering College attempted to provide
the best facilities to its students with the least amount of cost.
It was an institution that was an example for others across North
America.

The Quaker religion believed in providing the best education
for their children while placing them in an environment where thevy
could learn to be better persons.

The object of Pickering College [was] to secure to

its students as thorough an education as can be

obtained outside of a University or of a

professional school,. and at the same time to

surround them with all the moral influences and

guarded care of a well-conducted home.''
It was hoped that the students would be able to interact with both
male and females and enable them to become better marriage partners
in the future especially for those within the Quaker religion.
Pickering College was a preparatory school for students planning to
enter University or just looking for an alternative education in
business or the fine arts. Tuitieon for the school per year in 1893
was $165.00."" Therefore the type of students attending the college

V.r“'
would be from middle-class familieg. Students from farmﬁfg woulid

not likely attend because they did not need the extra education as

*ibid.

]

“""Pickering College,” The Pickering News, July 27 1883, 4.

‘t"pPickering College", The Pickering News, July 21 1893, 5.




H
their life was destined to work on their family farm.

The business program was world-class at the College. It was
the first school in North BAmerica to offer a course in
typewriting.!! The fine arts program flourished as well. Every
week during the school vear the Pickering College Literary Society
met. Their meetings consisted of musical recitals, poetry
readings, discussions and debates on current issues. There was a
weekly column in the Pickering News discussing the meeting and
inviting the public to attend to special meetings when the Society
had a speaker. The curriculum at the College was extensive. It
gave the students a resourceful education which would prove be
valuable in the future.

Pickering College was also a valuable asset to the community.
It provided education toc many students living in the Village. In
1905, fifteen students from the Village and vicinity attended the
College.'' It was the only preparatory school within forty miles
of the Village. Local businesées also prospered. They provided
the supplies and materials for the College. Evervone in the
Village felt the effect of the Cellege:?xfram the various churches
which provided Sunday services to the students to William Peak, who
ran a "taxi service" from the Grand Trunk Railway station to the
College transporting students. The College was located on twelve

acres of spacious grounds which offered space for recreational

““"Enterprise", The Pickering News, December 8 1882, 8.

""Pickering College Fire", The Pickering News, January 5
el | oA
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activities for both the students and the inhabitants of the
village. Various sports and activities were held on the college
lands such as cricket and football.

It [was] the <chief aim of...the teachers to

encourage in students a love of outside exercise,

and no paine [wouldl be spared by the [Friends]

Committee to make this a prominent feature of the

institution, so that the health of the students may

be secured in the best pecssible wav, viz. by fresh

air and outdoor recreation.'s
Various sport clubs were formed at the College and during the sport
seasons the College plaved leagues against othEﬁ*teams from
other towns. Recreation was an Iimportant part the Village
because it was a wav toc get together and meet £friends and
neighbours.

Pickering Village welcomed the new development into their town
as the Quakers paid for the construction of the building. They
realized that it would be a wvaluable asset to their wvillage.
Therefore development was used to enhance the educaticnal system in
the Village. In this case development gave positive results
because the entire village benefited. In a small agricultural town
where major events do not have an effect on the town, the College
provided a valuable resource which put Pickering Village on the
map . V/

Evervthing that Pickering College had given to Pickering

Village was destroyed in the fire that occurred in December 1905.

It was called the most disastrous fire in Pickering. The main

“"Pickering College,” The Pickering News, July 27 1883, 4.




¥
building was completely destroyed. All that was left standing was
the gymnasium. The fire occurred over the Christmas holidavs so no
students were in the building. The fire had started in the

principal's apartment and spread to the rest of the building due to

strong winds. The actual cause of the fire was not determined.
Damages were extensive. The principal, Mr. Firth lost all his
possessions and just his library alone was worth $4000.00. The

total loss was estimated at $50 000.00. To re-build the structure
would cost probably $75 000.00 to $80 000.00. The building was
only ensured for $12 500.00."" Fire fighters from Pickering and
Whitby attempted to save the building but it proved to be
impossible. It was easy to determine how much the College meant to
Pickering Village because a large number of people Irom the Village
came to assist in anyFay possible. They realized what a disaster
this could mean for the Village.

After the fire the Village attempted to determine its losses.
There were no immediate plans from the Quakers to rebuild. The
College committee was looking at offers frem other touns. Tha
Pickering News reported that the committee was swaying towards
Pickering but "that feeling may be overcome by the great
inducements offered by other towns and the indifference of the
people of Pickering.”'! ZApparently not all the people of Fickering

realized the impact Pickering College had on their small town. It

""pjckering College Fire," The Pickering News, January 5
it i b

“ibid.
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was estimated that the village would lose $1500.00 per year due to
the loss of the college." Evaryone in the Village would be
affected. Propertyv rates would be depreciated and rents would
decrease thereby influencing people to move away and population
would decrease. The effeacts would hurt the Village both
economically and socially. The College committee eventually
decided not to rebuild in Pickering and instead move to Newmarket.
To this day the college remains Pickering College in Newmarket.

The only structure left standing after the fire was the
gymnasium. This was built in 1899 through donated: funds from
Samuel ERogerse, a Q(Quaker descendant of Timothy Rogers. The
Pickering College lands were sold after the fire to Ernest L.
Ruddy. In the land deed records of Conc. 2, Lot 13 the first time
Ruddy is mentioned is on September 23, 1911. There was a
consideration of $4320.00 for thirty-six acres of the south half."
The college lands were priced as a derelict property; eleven
dollars per acre amounted to $550.00 for the fifty-acre property.!
Euddy, who was from Toronto, bought the gvmnasium and converted it
into a lavish summer home. Euddy named the house The Hermitage.
The additions that he added were designed in the Greek Reviwval
style. A mezzanine floor was added in the back two-thirds of the

room. Here, a central hall contained four bedrcoms, a bathroom and

‘'ibid.

""T,and records for Township of Pickering South, Lot 13,
cone.. 2.

“Macdonald, 285.
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a rear staircase. There was a kitchen to the rear of the house and
two large brick fireplaces were added. About ten vards from the
house there was a well which was made of fieldstone and had a
wooden roof.' The Hermitage was an example of the many places in
Pickering that became summer residences for the upper class from
Toronto. This development in Pickering Village did not have as
large an effect as Pickering College did, yet it demonstrated that
there was still monev to be spent by the rich and the economy was
doing well. 4¢ﬂ‘!

Ruddy and his wife lived?for over forty-five vears. He was a
fine example of the elite in the Village. On July 15 1922, Ruddy's
5tablest;;ée on fire. It was discovered by his Chinese cook who
was about to prepare breakfast for Ruddy and his guests. Ruddy
neld expensive horses in the stables. He lost a Kentucky saddle
mare which was walued at 31000.00.%" Other horses in the stable
were injured. This was also the third fire that had occurred in
the past vear. Fortunately Ruddy had sufficient funds to rebuild
the stable.

Through the next decades., nothing significant happened to
Conc. 2, Lot 13. As was the case for the whole Township of
Pickering people were mostly concerned with getting by in the rural

agricultural township. The Depression did not affect the Ruddys.

They cocntinued to summer at their home while others around the

*Sandra Lucci, "Hermitage last Quaker link", The News
Advertiser, May 30 1987, 8.

tntocalisms”, The Pickering News, July 22 1922, 8.
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Village had to deal with the lean times. Both World Wars had
little gﬁfect as well on the Ruddys. In the Village, some families
had to deal with sons who had gone overseas to war and some who did
nct come back. The Township of Pickering was dealing with new
developments while still attempting to maintain tgn;r agricultural
base. Things did not change for the Ruddys until the 1960s when
they sold the property. In 1964 the executor of the estate of
Ernest Ruddy sold the property.’! After that The Hermitage was
abandoned. MNear the building, there was a farmhouse built where a
family lived but no one ever lived in The Hermitage again.

The former lands of the Pickering College became a place to go
exploring for the Village children. There was this big old
building gff;hich was the setting for manvy ghost stories. The
Hermitage remained untouched and was basically left to rot away.
The newly formed Town of Ajax did not have any plans for it and
would ideally be looking for developers to make an offer for the
land. In 1982, the Local Architectural Conservation Advisory
Committee designated the building a heritage property. They
reported to council that restoration was feasible, worthwhile and
reasonable. Ajax LACAC opted for a temporary investment that would
stop further erosion of the structure and protect it for future

development.® Unfortunately Ajax LACAC was working with a town

iland records for Township of Pickering south, Lot. 13,
Cone. 2.

MR.S. Wright, "Loss of Hermitage needn't have happened",
The News Advertiser, October 28 1987, 5.

At Rt
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council that was more concerned with new residential developments
than restoring the few historical buildings that were still around.
The Hermitage fell wvictim to many vandals. Vandals had recently
torg]out the oak staircase and ruined the plaster on which stencils
had been placed by Ruddv." The Hermitage's days appeared to be
numbered.
In 1983 the interior of The Hermitage was discussed in a

report by architect Spencer Higgins. He said:

the original gvmnasium structure [was] in good

condition and 'could be saved at moderate expense'.

However, he added there [werel serious problems with

foundations and drainage due to the alterations of

the building.®’
In 1981 it was estimated that $400 000.00 was needed to restore the
building and because of the high cost it was believed that Ajax
council would have it demolished.’" This was convenient for Town
council because as the years went by, Runnymede Development
Corporation put in a proposal for a residential community of 1 157
dwellings on a 23 acre site which included the Hermitage.!” Mainly
because of the money, town council felt that they could not save
The Hermitage. The town councillor responsible for the area, Rene

Soetens said:

It's my feeling that [The Hermitage will]l be

ttibid.

Tuecei, The News Advertiger, May 30 1987, 8.

Yiucci, The News Advertiser, May 30 1987, 8.

"Kevin Hann, "Mammoth subdivision for Village." The News
Advertiser, May 30 19287, 8.
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demolished.. .The cost, based on work done two to

three vears back, seems rather prohibitive...And,

it's not useable for the pecople of the community

because there are no services on the site.®
Ajax town council was not keen on restoring The Hermitage. The new
houses that Runnvmede were proposing to build were designed as
"move-up"” housing for people 1iving in the village who were ready
for something else.’ Town council were more likely to accept the
Runnymede offer because throughout the 1980s the eTiﬁgsis Wag on
creating new developments, not restoring old ones.

Discussions continued between town council and Runnymede and
public meetings were held. Then, in the fall, the prohlems of The
Hermitage were resolved for ARjax Town Council. On October 4, 1987
The Hermitage succumbed to fire. The building was completely
destroyed. Arson was suspected to be the cause of the blaze. And
so ended a legacy in Pickering Village. The object of controversy
had been extinguished. There was never any suspect arrested for
the fire. But there were still feelings of loss throughout the
Village. R.S. Wright wrote a letter to the editor in the News
Advertiser. He sald:

With the help of the fire department who regarded it
as 'just another fire', The Hermitage was utterly
destroved. To them, its fate was writtenm in the
wind...To our town fathers, its preservation was a
matter of dollars and of no real concern-certainly
not enough to justify spending a few bucks. To
Runnymede...it was a liability, a damned nuisance

or, at best, a contractor's bargaining tool.
But to most of us, the silent majority, it was

'ibid.
#ibid.
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a fragment from another era. Its loss represents a
tearing away of a part of our heritage."

Wright spoke for many willagers as he expressed the loss of The
Hermitage. It was just another building that eventually would have
succumbed to residential development had it not been for the fire.

Runnymede was allowed to go ahead with their development plans
after many discussions with town council. Now the Pickering
College lands are filled with residential homes, meant for upper
middle-class families. There is no longer one significant
structure on the hill looking down on the Village. 1Instead there
are hundreds of homes watching over the Village. 1In 1990, Ajax
Council designated part of the lands for recreational use. A park
was created and it was called Hermitage Community Park as a
reminder of what had previously been there. Town council also
erected a replica of the well previcusly located on the Ruddy's
property. Ajax LACAC continues tc fight for restoring historical
properties against new developments. They have become more
successful as town council is realizing that preserving the town of

L

Ajax heritage is just as important as preparing for its future.

“"R.5. Wright, "Loss of Hermitage needn't have happened”,
The News Advertiser, October 28 1987, 5.
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There were varlous primary rescources used for this assignment.
The Pickering News was a local rural newspaper that catered to the
Township of Pickering. The paper contained gossip, news of
accidents and fires and advertisements. It proved to be a valuable
resource to this assignment because it was the only primary source
describing the fire of Pickering College. There was little bias
in the articles. The editors did have the opinion that the College
was beneficial to the Village.

The picture postcards of Pickering College and The Hermitage
are also valuable because they give a wvisgsual description of the
buildings. They are beneficial when the structure of the buildings

15 yivalaze

ayé described because the reader can visual what Greek Revival
~architecture really is, % The postcard of the burnt college
demonstrates the devastation and ruins of the co-educational
school. Words cannot explain how it looks. Only photos can give
the historian a visual depiction of how it actually was.

The 1land records for Lot 13, Congc. 2 ﬁ;& not totally
beneficial to H%;@lf for the assignment. I found it difficult
tiyiﬁ; to understand what the terms meant and how they related to
the plot of land. Because the 100 acres is divided up, there can
be a number of owners for the plot of land and I found it to be too
much information?uhﬁouqh I was able to determine exactly when E.L.
Ruddy bought and when his estate sold the land. (Generally, in

local history research, land records are used as a resource for

names of those owners of the plot of land.
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The descendant of The Pickering News was the News Advertiser.

It also proved to be a valuable resource because it wasg an actual
account of the saga of The Hermitage. There gseemed to be little
bias in the articles because they gave the opinions of both Ajax
Toewn Council and Ajax LACAC. The News Advertiser also allowed a
letter from R.S. Wright who was upset that The Hermitage was gone.
Other primary sources such as the Pickering Tweedsmuir History
were not included because they had the same basic information as
the newspaper articles. The fire insurance plan from 1891 did not
cover the area that Pickering College was located on. The Diary of
Timothy Rogers was beneficial because it gave an actual account of
the plans for the Quakers in Pickering Uillage.’;
The secondary sources were worthwhile to this assignment
because they gave a general view of the history of Pickering. The
account of Arthur Dorland was egqually beneficial bhecause it was a
first hand account of life at Pickering College thereby making it
a primary source. He had nothing but praise for the College. V
The Local History Room at the Pickering Public Librarv was
where I located mest of my materials. I worked there for two
summers so I was gquite familiar with the scurces available. T also
went to the Land ERegistry CGffice in Whitby to obtain the Iland
records. I enjoyed researching this assignment and plan to donate
a copy of my report to the History Room because there has not been
a thorough examination of this plot of land until I 'began

researching it.
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PICKERING COLLEGE

THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED IN 1877 AND WAS THE SOCIETY OF
FRIENDS (QUAKER) COLLEGE. IT WAS CO-ED AND STUDENTS
CAME FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT WAS NOT A REQUIREMENT
TO BE A QUAKER AS THE TEACHING WAS NON-SECTERIAN. FROM
1885-1892 THE COLLEGE WAS CLOSED.
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w i the eost of mnterind, aud |back, and comtaln the laboraiofy and
: . studsnts’ parlors and sleeping npartments,
All the rooms nre lofty and epacions,
[Since its eompletion the entire Luilding
| a8 been hentad by starves, hut tliis venr tho
Society conclnded to adopt ebeam.-hoatage,
nnd !ITE!I'IE‘HHFhl'ItH Tm o tn-’ing mada ]!-:)
F A AT R oD - | that end, whieh will be eampletod by the
'J"I‘\_ NEIWSPAPER. | winter term.  This will add Pt-\ery much to
toprewmy fecline in healthy, | the comfort nod health of those in allend.
sagningt jourals which meke | Bnce.
inl ol ‘Jh L .]II HIU- The n_hj-ﬂrt of Pickering Collogo is to se-
LIBCh M ImInmkar o npers | o e st udon s ma thoronzh nn odues.
- by resking out and serving tion s can ba obtaiped ontside, of a
Ietive form, disguating aud | Univernity or of & professionnl nchool, and
at the same timo to surronnd them with
{ mll the mernl influencos and ganeded ears
ol & well-condweted home.
voprized toodny il it was | ,rJ?"" qualification for entrance juto the
A College ia the same s thint reqquired for
yeare ago. It s mino safe to High Hehools and Collogints Tnatitubes, bat
« a8 peapln in all ks of lifo | there arn two prejineatory elnsssy for thoan
¢ their own at least, from con- | nob baving passel the Entranes Exnniing
.
become moro eonscious of the | h '|r!||1‘ proceamme of etediea for entered
nfluenee of & cordain clnss of | stndentn i= neraneed with four Hni“-l!'j!‘?l”
iled coterprisin: v K - i view: First, to preparo students for
] "m”!hmu"r_ Lecause Lliey | paasing the oxnmi:m:tunu] annually held by
15 b sorve up dirky -‘l"il'llTﬁh-_ the Pepnriment of Fduestion, oalled the
carelid to gee that the jonrpels | Tntermediate Bxsmination, or 1oxniadon
| A . s aint L for Thivd and Eeconed (Clasn Clortafivntes
1",'" red iu !.]“ fanuily sivelo Depemully, to prepare atndents for jns=sine
5 Umb mever figget the Pro- | the Examination for Firet (faus Certifi-
i, The wickly, sontimoutal | enetes, ninl aleo Univernity  FExanginationgs
T e i o | of Jumior Mutrculation, Henior Matvien.
: L NN LREESEAD Intion, and the Bxnminntion of the it
¥ booke are slowly but surely | Yenr: thirdly, to give a sound business
# field to worthier elaimnants, | olacation : and Iaatly, e afford Qworongh
. L : .| instroction in the fine arts— Music, Draw-
f the decent newspaper, it may
ot where it lins 0 place in the
fd has been read for years hy

paimg ponl Teinting.
The groomdas slout the (elless wfford
vell aa old, it lias developed a
oF and a discrimivativeg (arte,

be required to pay SI.E.":.;‘
#oinon lnrge amonnt of m-l.':il m
kel
the Newa pe fant

1] i

I iw onler to assist us
Iepie those ol oy
1 pmid in =-|1T1'|mmj. will kimdly
e nud square up or gomid in |
elore the Iast of Aurust and

I be furwarded at onen.

hope thore in arvears will
in the lime

oL

Epecified, and

centa.

velntiona.  There is good rea-
vo that the clenn uewspaper is

enfficient menna of recreation. The main

JOEREN %WAroon,

— Mir, Edward Dowes, ona of the oldest
= = oA T reaidents of this part of the country, is
_' to thank Mr. . W, “”rTH'| proateatod by o paealytic steole, nid ae ale
for o copy of & * Report on the 15 very advan in yearw, small hopes are
of Preserving nuil Replantiog Fr:!;r!nirhﬁ:l af ]ui; rrlrm'rr!.'. 3
- Pyt ; Mrs. James oyle, who was remove
‘eumrn!]a}d at ilic iustauce of the from here to the Torouto Honpital s few
rovernment, The boalt eonlaing | w

——e )

Throngh the conrtoay of the Coallage
authoritiea we aro thin weel snabled to
give an illustration of this sent of learning,
ninl nt the same Linie & aliort sketol af it

i cfforts of all who are connected with it,

becoma oo !:ru!l'-l'm-'ll
mbora who usa it for
;ﬂ:lly.gmnﬁd

day -groand hav
or tho idereasing
the differont games,| & seoond
haa been sacored from the fiald adjoining
the firet, and ample space is thos aforded |
tor doubls seta of pldvers st any game or
gamen; close to the Collage sre the aat
atd archary groundn, The adjscent river

and every buyer of
dry goods sfiould grasp
this grand opportunity,

4

Call Early a
HUGH M. ROSS

gives the hoys excellant opportunities for
bathing and swimmihg in the summer, and
for akating in the winter. Btodents|
whn wish mav have Aowor.plots aesigrn. |
el ta themn for, their own ealtivation. |
The Committes sre laying ont the!
grounds (14 acres] fn snch & way as to
mnke the natorally fipe slte of the College |
#lill more attractive, and give the stodents |
Alending all the benefits of free out-door |
life. It im the chiel aim of the officers |
and tanchiars to cieottage in atndents a lavn |
of ontalde exercise, and no prina will ba
apared Iy the Committes to make thie a |
frrominent featore of the instikotion, o that |
the health of stndents may ba wecnred in |
Lo st pamnilde way, vie, I|1;|- frosh nlr and !
ont-fdoor recreation,

During inclement weather, and in tlis
wister meason, the Giamnasinis may be
il vantagentnly nued, |

T'wo Athletie Cluba have been estahlishad
hy the atadents—Football nnd Crlekot—and
tese, during the past year, have been rery
popular,  The Cricket Club in capitally
onipped.  Archery is & fuvonrite pastime |
with the young ladien, aml their Clab js
well sustained. The Annnal  Athletis
Cinmes wre el in Beptember,when, throngl
the kindnesa of friendn of the College, many
ussful ampd vialaable ||1'|'m nre ofTered lq:ur_
competilion,

A Litorary Baciety 4 eondnoted by the
students, and mests evary Friday evening
during College Terma. This Bociety han
proved to ba one of the most useful f._-.ul.nm_
of the Collezo. |

Htepa are Leing taken to fit np & room
auituble for s Moseam. Thosh the
kindnesn of Alfred I, G, Solwyn, .. L. 10,
F. It. 6., Director of the Geological Bnrvey
of Canade, & collection of Canadisn Fleomo-
mic Mineraln have beon presented to the |
Collexe.  To incrense the collection in the
Murenn, the Principal will gladly reoeits
prepared Lirds and inzects, fossils, antiqui-
Iipul. andd rare of cociots objeata of Ay
kimd. Tlie donor's name will ba ment|opsd
om the alig= de=cribing the apecimens. .

We publiahed the ataff seme weoks nen,
thereforo it i3 not neomeary to repeat. We
may sny, iowever, that it ombraced pentla.
mieds fteed laddice of well hnown and acknow.
Iewlped nhility, Dareuts senidjog theie sens
and danshtora o tha Colldes ey reat |
mazured that overy earn and hizention will

be Lestowed upen  tleu ww thowe in
anthority.
Pessple whn undorstand the tomptalioun

which surround students in sity institnilons
ean readily poreeivo e ndvantages wlich
Fickering Colleay
Ifere the templations are redooed bo s
minimmuyn 3 lhe Asachers orrreise  more
personal smpervizion over their popils, amnd
conpeguently the Intler are enabled to make
more prosresa than wonld be the case wers
thoey attending some ehool in s Ineger ploce,
Mr. Iluston, the Prineipsl, i & man kighly
vstoemiedd h_'r bieth 1!1.‘]:5:-1 anil i1|||,r||'{', and in
Me, Jiarhcr, the Superinlendont, tie Collem
has n man whose equal for the position it
woitld bo hinril Lo And.

Waare plenresl to be able to ny’-illml. the
attencdance-nt the Collese is jocressing
cvery term, aned snccess ia erowning the

Those Weeds Aéain

T i'e Editor of the Pickering Newa:
B, nving travolled a pood desl throngh-
out this Township daring the past few
weeln, I linve noticed that more weeds and
thistles ars allowed to grow om the road-
nide in the village district than in any 01‘.'!;%

part.  Evidently all of tha other pn

voks agn, passed away nt thot institotion
pARes, amil we mmst eay .‘Ifr.!f"ﬂ Saturdny lnet. Fler #einaine wore in.
o iy e o -y tmmmeil Fse 3% i e

masters have aet men to work and out dew

posnesers over Lleps ! sl

Golds_mitm’ Hall
New - Emplish Jeweln

JUNT RECEIVED.
Colorad Uold! ; 3
Colored (old Farfrops, -
Colorsd (iold lirooches,
Colored Gold Cligine, Necklets an

Lockets,
Colored Gald K and Gem Hing
Colored Gold Bearl Fins,

Gilver Jawellory, new stvies.
Waltham, Elgin antl Swiss Watches.
Walont, Niekls sod Gik Clooks,
A Tall assortnsot of Bliver-plated Crests, e

ter Conlers, Enives, Forks, Hﬂ:uun.ne. Friss
= g e D s
L] 0

Jas. JOHNSTON

Trastios] Watchsaker, Brock.ot., Whithy,
LN el R S R
OMINIODN WOOD WORKE
WHITHT, :

GEO. CORMACK

Lmnber- Merchmt. A Inrge supply ©

Hullders" Furnirhinge of all Jopds o

Twirted Mouldinge, Troors, Hasles an:
JHinds.

LUMBERT

‘.‘n'llcuiml;:‘tn]d R-ll:tii. of bythe Car Iﬁud

TManl i ' e,

i, ?li:r:nﬁ'lm?li‘i& n:'-:ru;fHEpiui Burall, -t.r:mIr
Do 18th, 1AL o -1y,

TICKETS | | TICKETS
Railway and Ocean. Steam.
ship Ticket Agency.

POt NIITHE‘ Ll ;
Great North-West

tha CHd lcnmflll?;:::u"'ﬁfﬂ.-hﬂ.u‘l :

STHPHEL BON, o mall
tlharnuph rallws

whe W p
_H;nll read E:'m s
P R

wr Fast,

almg & il ol lway t b oy froan

New T 'I"'!I.-.I:Iu]ﬂ%j., tisiore; Dever, Deln.
i ware, Jerknenyi|ls, 5‘!1_-

If ny friendw in Fnglarsd, Tritod Mot Boot.
land to send fox, tu-n el ) voom Elﬂﬂtﬂ_ﬂ-r
tiekatn, through b Whithy for 857, sis sny of (e
follawing very jsmpular Uedan Eﬂum-hf; lines,

¥iE.: ;
White Star, Cunarl, Atneriosn aod Rod
Hiar.
First Osbin Thekets to or (o Eoropess towss
€0, BR and S0,
Fatorn Tleketn, pood for one year; §110, 180
¥14d anad P1A0; Infermetiate, win, return §75.
Bicerage Tichola and Firaloclesa way Tlek: |

ela, t];lﬂqu;ltmm Whithy via New York sr Hﬂi'
el o Liverpoal, anminr;!.;ﬁ_l A
l'“-pllh-". Malfust, Londen, DNrisla rliff, (sl

way nd Antwerp, only #59% roond frrp (45 and
from Whitby] #a By from !

E. STEPHENSON

General Raitway, Port and Ocdsn Bteam:
ship Ticket Agent. ' Also Life and Aeci-
dent Tinmmance ; Montreal and Dominion

Telegraph Apency, Brock-sireet,
=l - per

—i ; HITNY. 'G_HT.
ADVERTISEMENT.




That Egypt was an area in Pickering?
April 1, 1887

That Pickering College had the first
course on the typewriter in North
America?

December 8, 1882

FICkER IKEC NEWS

le spot in mituated
Brock road, in thaf
0g......The fermers (

|
|
| This chanming i
 one mile went of $h
| 4th. m;n;h of Pickes
 Around bere ere breparing for eprin

 work......Mr. Joh: B‘Etehaﬁ is nri:uu “'
|8gmin after o pevdre illness......... Mr. |
| Walter Milla and Afy, Hanry Rowe and.
| wife, of Hagermah, were viriting At
Hildred farm on Bunday......Mr. Wm.
Albright has sold hia #tﬁei ofimplements '
and-intends moving to Toronto rOON......
We hava lost ome of opr faiy halles, in the -
person of Miss Lovisn Wright, who has
teft this vicinity for the summer.......... |
Mina Martha Dickson in homa from]
Markham, whera she has been visiting |
for » fow woeks. ....Wonder how the |
“boya” got home, f

Exrerenrse. . The efMpieney of thnf
Bhorthand and Commmerninl Departmants |
of the Collags hes hean grantly inersared

by the introduetion of & Typewriter.—
Pickering Collage Bindkdta no% enjoy
nid rm)!t;{e! to ba fornd.in ho other College !

" |'

it Canada or the. Higtea, ‘I’I



: R = §hieame Ty phe liolnilnes
Fire, Sturted ilo mestpii ne br Building=—H1gh WFEH - Iqulll h. of Claremant, vldls
{ia) mi v Pl bl :
wind made ET'ImF'ﬁ?:::H:E to Save Structuse. | 1o Thomn and Ather! Mihie
nel Ml of Telsgraphy o Tl I rity s ks ol

The me=t sdiznstendi: fire m the |
| history of Mekerine ST I p ; _
:t.'.|-. dnz Fopenirsny W liee |l I Tl 1 1" h

v oand wife snt eetained
= of frjpmets nm Ui dimes
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CcoY.
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Al v prices & -';,'._-.- < Changes witkbaul 1 ! P |r:
K T Corazon vl S
: i frd = Fpsliduve v 1 o % J.
1-'- .[Jl b F'\ h. ) 5 i i Athh e 'l".'lli:u K prenle
qih) foe i I flamieh. The Whitly Fire hn'hf"" "Ilt-“' '.lw"r"."'] nLliers alo Erpest wiid Mes, Thoamton anl the
"“'"r"f- o Ml Hrice de s Lt LT et tef preeivml slight Lndnrics. Miases Ida nnd Lila Tlesrnton ars vis-
L palfend kuuu gl rracne, miid they Josst mwn timee | There were some present at the b iting friemilain the vale.
T, I S TRTERR i their ofTorts 1o renth Lhe feene {lre o seermi=l nnabile Wt Tl | TR v i i ey s B 1. Thaqs:
of the fire o renider assistance, | topuished - between Cmibe il | t1st chureh last Sunday owing Lo the

e There da nothing more | liseeh Hiver anniversar

t nll eff ve the Tniki= | 1 .
Sk plUelorbeio o 'fl.a: Iln-l.-..nL:-:llIrtil:lr thinn for persons at The Missra T, aril I{' Tiimer and

e ing provel unavailine. i khn Wi I = ;
. .gutrerd ¥ ’g”rfgrs Jimel ctarges] in Mr. Firth's apart-|a fire appropeintng 16 them=relves ﬂ..ﬂr.h;nn,‘r":'ﬂ“;"rr‘{;':::.:‘ RETe e

NTILE | 1
on the Northowest eorner tlie pirogeerty of othices 3. (dretarel. whe ban Veen in the O

=l A large supply of Cnnada Carrisgs | of the beailiding aped the wind was Lan Pickering Aol to ._"'"! the | Conntrr for the past weven yeats, bW
. s Nesst cotfers op haml Frices | Llowing frma e o 1lwesl m | Casflege # I"u #oprEver ImeEs ll'!' o b wuest of AL K, White,
~ slght. Quality (he et perfect gnle. A large numl=e | water until the well euns drey. The Hew, 6, ), aml Mrs. Lamont
rup, Com- = ' wotn (e village and wicinity Timel | W hnve never leen able to ap-(wer in the city for the New Yearand
bipta bl SBCHTB ﬂne n T]mEI :ll'-ul-l;lllfl::c! 1 f:‘!'l. e scene | jieecinle the wisrth of the Coll=ge | ntte I ihe meetings of Alexamader
L First-claes rige (o hire by day end | yheee did all in theeie et er Lo snve) antil it was destroyel by fire, Lot mind "Torrers 1
A night, z alile C Afaek was | nowe we are beginning to ealenlute m nuwmber from the wmie at-
arriigs \ the movalile poojert v, )
naria, OF. tiom maeeis &l frains. : 1 i o, e valne Lt the peesent time e the Xew Yoenr's coneert at
3 vl Lnt in s clams el conlition, b o e It am Al petarned reporting an
Lore were Oftoen pupils atbend. ] et s

g From the village noel vicinity, . L S Tarner dnvited her e
will pow be compelled to @0 | marrded fricmls to s samploots e

-, Eharier iy Fiae
iy “"' bt 1l premtier part became the L
- e J H' Peakr Fickerirg. | ey ol T!“- fiakses,  Mrol ||tl|-|

sear, ke ji== will e great.  His libmary, ! frirmls 1

» pamparen | m————— valined mt over S4,000, hix private 10 obice Lo, wibee thoex e | poet om Xew Years Tar, after which

e e labsvntury, which was one of the to vael  pripil will Ise, taking|th= rompany were entertsined with
s " gmmes and amosements  of sicious

mald woll b L t ) ! k
- fie=t in the ntrv. mod nll Lis everything  into i'l:rndlrlrrrll i, | B
i Furnl ure [N |',_TI hilull:, .1“,|F:J:|:,.|.F..ru.nn1 oo | nbeait B1H  greater, making n kinals. ]
e I - The Hev, Mr, eynolds pendersd a
perty of every description that total of SN less 1o the village] LS ke on Lemperance last
fer tmkiSg & fell line of Erede was-in the Luilding at the time earch 3"“"5 Not only 2“];- bati g iy evening wnd judging from the
ey M loas olasn [ard i was m-l_drw'l destroyed. I'_'hr- prupaerty hers will '_Ir ate in majority of the volia polled In the
_ tnnately, the fire oocurred dunu;i valite by lows of the College. Ooe|cillage for the Loeal Option B -I.;:
L}

.y op  exkibition in . -
= . mnd the pupils ba of the largest Iand.owners pear|We are sire his adiress had the
etloneer, bk ; meiﬂiﬁ -gt thg]rl = v | the village says bia loss will Le at | sired effect,
i Prices right. with them. However, Jj:..ar lose least a dollar an acre.  Again, as
o= shorsest alss will be great. What the th:rd&ﬂtu h:.;-hu urionling:w!nm angEn WIVEN.
idtreal Lo 113 tota will - it is diffirult to|eard to the village, s w ——
Auctlon- R- 8. Dillingham. . . -ﬂ:niu: hn:léiﬁuuhmrﬂmed at|mean s Iowering of rents, as cer-| FP.R.Hooverd Sond chopper will
o Pickaring, Oot  |£50,000. To rebuild a modern tain families now residing ln the J::“U“'iq""_,_n:“& Torneto, spsol
Jim wb mode iractars would  cost probably | village will move elsewhere. The |y o yoary hr-i;'_hlln. W. Hoover.
el $75.000 or 890,000, The insurnnce | loes of bnsiness, -n:[:ha'm.'.l ad- | * Marpy Fuller left. Tosslay moming
Botes amd on the building was only B1E500. vantages that the College allords | ta wttend the business college n the
- wnA . W& er- D How the fre origioated is mot will be hard to estimate, city. . =
E,.'!':'é.: " |imown, Mr.and Mre Firth bad| The ccllege eommittes have Sire. Herst s » werk with
Those FEws et the eollege at § o'elock at|been meeting during the week in her sister, Mrs. o, 0% “Wibves, .
Have a full line of froah and cur | o hich time sveryihing was all | Torooto to settle up affairs and to M 1'-"-.n 'muﬂﬂm o
od mests constantly on hand. right. and after they had been at considsr the steps Lo be taken In ﬂlwﬂrmwnnh
0an Spice Rall, Breakfast Bacow, |the station a sbort tims they re-|the future. Temporary quarters| .. porning. -
Ham, Bologns, Welners, ste. | ceived & ° message siating | will not e secured bat steps will EI-L Barpes, of Toronto was the "
that the was ou Hre The | taken to re-build st ooce. Great | guest of her brother, W, 0. Barnes "k
‘e Highest prices paid for Pickering Aremen  suceeeded in |inducements hpve heen offered by | over the holidaye Vi
; e - cattle. ing the flames in check for other towns, The feellng of the| Many tulations ere exfiFodsd
d ity : m! and  helf, bot owing to |committes is decidedly In favor of | to Joho A. White on his having heen
. : e B e e ik wind piow. | Pickering, but this feeling may be | socted Souncion B0 W00 vyt
ded to FARMERS! ine the Sames directly into the [overcome by the great Induce WHTBI: e Mongolls 1o ]
b T building, it was impossible to save |ments ufferad by other towns and | o} rve of the pubiie school there. =
B i i . ; the beautifnl structure, ﬁkﬂg‘m“ﬁ' :ir‘hriwp:ﬁ:?.ig: Mr. and Hl.;_. Lebman has refurned
i o £ m ke = .. ho from A rE yehers they
onveyans- |fur cess o &t e w“““ “"‘m’"';"db Pickering to bestir itself. have beeni spending the hotfdays. Mr,
otice, © o | besve Four crder ut the Fromer's Bup- In the “';dn' t; What's in 8 name? One of the|Lehman opsned school on
piy store.  Prices right. there will be accommodation fof | most valuable asscts i the hands | da w g
125 reshilent pupils iontead of 75 of the committee [s the nsme the

. | “No. 1 Groceries alwsys oo hand. &s in the past, and school accom- | Cgle

1 . - d - | ge has won for itself through-
price paid for all kinds of moedation Tor 150, Theore will b | gat the world. Thie s one_of the
m . separate batldings for school and greatest Indiicemants to reatain
i et - 3 residences, and modern in €Very |ghe College in Pickering.
. PARMERS SUPPLY STORE, respect. —Antonto Pyaan, a young Span.
- A ¥ Elwood 8. Moore, formetly of liard from Culm fyeud In the

‘ E. Brynn, Mazager. the teaching »taff has bLeen ap-| village on Wed
S - - nted sclenee master {n the O s of nttemling

for the par-
ge.  In the

and A . Way has been appoint- | will plaee hi in some other emit-
el principel of the Business Col-iable institution. <

M ived by all.
hildren was al] that conld be
B e nited ehalre of T R[tevals

‘11';?41 deli-

o Mevuenre | Ramarnl Panlino
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Building tikely to be demolished

and Iiunnymade #ol  underway

several years ago. there was no of-

Hermitage last Quaker link

By SANDRA LUCCT

FICKERING VILLAGE - The lown
of Alax will soon make a decision
(sl could lerminale one of its surviv-
Iing links Lo history.

What is now called Lhe Hermitage
is all hal remains of Lhe |Bh-cenlury
Quaker settlement and the Quakers'
KN lo fvlure generalions - an educa-
Lion facilily once known as Pickering
College.

Fickering College. buill in 878,
was inlernalionally repowned as a
co- educalional Quaker school which
allracted students from as (ar away
as Auslralisa. Japan, China and
Russia The Quakers originally plan-
ned Lo develop the Yillage of Picker
ing as the cenire for Yuaker lile in
U'pper Canada

Hill im its infancy. (he college was
destroyed by fire in 1903 All that was
lefl was (he grand gymnasium. a
siruciure built in (899 by a slaunch
Quaker named Samuel Hogers. who
donaled the building Lo the college

Today. it sils in complete obscurmny
al the end of & #0yard winding
driveway ofl Highway 2 in the heart
of Pickering Village.

The imposing siruclure peaks oul
from weeds and unruly irees
Although il has managed (o stand |he
Lest of Ume, il has suflered Lhe costly
damages of vandaliam

oy Afler Lhe (ire, the properly was
secured by R L. Ruddy and modilied
lo serve s his summer home The
Toronto resident renamed it the Her-
milage and asbandoned lhe project
around |%60. It has remained emply
Hnce .
The (wo-siorey siructure is com-

structed of red brick and four Llwo-
storey pillars suppori Lhe rool of the
front verandah and lrame whal is leit
ol the wooden Moor

Huddy's additions Lo the orginal
building were designed in (he Greek
Hevival slyle and are not of historical
significance. The interior. according
o a 1983 report by architect Spencer
Higging, was originally a aingle
double- height room

When Lhe bullding was converled Lo
a summer home. a mezzanine (loor
wias added in the back two-thirds of
Ihe room” This Moor conliing 4 cen
tral hall with louf rooms, a
hathroom. ioilet and a rear staircase
There |3 also a double height room at
the entrance of (he builkling wilh a
grand slaircase leading up 1o the ad
dilional second Moor

There are several small rooms Jl
the back of the ground (leor in-
chuding a kilchen on (he north sidke
Two large brick lireplaces were dlso
added

» Aboul |10 yards from the building is

a beauliful well. which 18 made of
Neldstone and has a wooden ool
There are remains of a sunken
garden with sleps on hoth Lhe north
and south enids

In the |1 repact, Higgins said the
original gymnasium structure s in
#eod condilion and could be 54y ed
al moderale exprnse However, he
added there are wrious problems
with foundations and drainage due to
the alter ations of the building

The entire site ol about |10 hee
lares is now owned by Hunnym
Development  Corporation JJI"HJH:
scheduled lor major redevelopment

o e e e B e L P

However. becauss the Il-hectare
Hermitage property was designated
a8 a herilage property by the Local
Architectural Conservation Advisa Fy
LCommitlee, it cannot be included in
Hunnymede's plans for a massive
subdivision.

According lo Claudia Fieder of
Hunnymede, the company i3
dedicaling the gymnasium to the
town of Ajax, which will have Lo pay

- w

a disclosed sum of money because it
Is above the (lve-per cenl park
dedicatlon. She says thal. once Run-
nymede has (s draft plan of sub-
divison registered, it will relinguish
Lhe Hermitage

Because of the high cost Lo restore
the bullding. estimated al $400.000 in
1981, it is believed Ajax council will
have It demolished,

MTC) making 1'1 oy

N inlo subsldinng be 0"
Another concers s

construction chos b e

now.," sy Sostens, “Nev,
Lo be ri ght next doar.

“It's w find o -
Ajax) which, in it Sy
inging forward hols of e
move-up housing.” be sl
up housing 8 pearsd B
who've lived b the wa W
years, wha'd [ike somedsy

lo allow Runnymed b
criticisms and concers
ficlals and redldents.
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Mammoth su

bdivision for

The Hermitage was buill in 1899 ano given by a staunch Quaker
Samuel Rogers. (o Pickering College lor use as a gymnasium

-

Building likely to be demolished

-

ermita

By BANDRA LUCCT

PICKERING VILLAGE . The town
of Ajax will soon make s deciakon
tuat could termainate one of Ity sury | v-
g Hnika 16 history

What is now calied the Hermitage
s nl that remaina of (b IRh-coniury
‘Quaker sslllement Bnd he Guakers’
£if Lo future generations - an schics
thon (seility ence known ss Iickering
College.

Pickering College. buill in inT
was inlernalionally remowned ax 2
oo wducal lonal Quaker arhonl which
mirscied studenls from ss (ar away
= Awsiralis, Jspan, China and
Russin. The Quakers originally plan
med (o derelop the Village af Fickor
Ing s the evnlre lor Quaker lite in
Upper Canada.

Silll I Its infancy, [he college w s
desireyed by Are in 1905 A1) thst was
lefl wan i gramd gymnasium, a
siructure buill in 189 by & staunch
Quaker named Ssmue! Hogem who
denabed ihe bullding to the coliege

Today. |1 xits in complete obscrrily | Abeut 18 yards from the i)

o the el of & O vard wimshing

sructed of red Brick and four [wo-
marey pillars support Lhe roof of the
irond verandah snd rame whal |s bell
of 1he wnoden Moor

Heddy's additions o Lhe arginal
rrlbding were deaigned in Lhe Greek
Hiwival sty be and are ned of hislarical
slgnificance. The Inletior, according
I m 1983 repart by archilect Spencer
Higgine, was originally a singie
doubbe- hedighl mom

When the bulbding was converted tn
A METIMET home, & mereanine finor
wid added in Ihe back (wo-thirds of
IFe rooe™ This Moor corlalns 3 cen
iral, hall with four “bedreoms, ~ g
Pahroam. tolbe snd & rear siaircase
There s also & doubile height roam at
the rmtrEnce of (he bullding with a

 Erand ataircass leading Up to Lhe ad

itsona] secend foor

There ate séveral-small rooms al
Ihe back of Ihe ground flar
chuding a kiichen nn the parth Kk
Twa large brick lirepiares were alem
sided -

nNE
3 Wamadid - i

However, because the 11-hectare
Hermitigé properly wan desigraled
a3 B herilage properiy by the Local
Architectural Conservallon Advisary
Committes, it cannol be included |n
Runnymede's plans for & masaive
subdiviason,

Aceording 6 Clavdla Fleder of
Hunnymede, the company s
dedicaling the gymansivm to the
fown of Ajax. which will have ia pay

_ BYEEVIN
PICKERING VILLAGE . As the
death bell tolls for & phece of Villags
herilage, plans for & mummoth hous.
ing development in the nerth snd of
Eown mear completion,

Lasl Monday.
Dy urrrwibed
its proposed concept for Hermitage
Fhass 11, & residential eommusity of
L1857 dwbllings on & - acre nlte,
north of Sherwood Road betwesn
Rotherghen and Ravenscrolt Rosds
and Church Elreel, ;

The development. which could take
three years Lo complets Il work
beging next spring. could result in (he
demolition of Hermitage, a
denignated herilage property which
once served ag the Plekering College
Eymnasium.

“It's my feeling that It's going to be
demalished.” says Ward | counciilar
Reme Soetens. wha's worked wilh
‘Runnymede on this project (or
slmost alx years, ““The moat ignifl-
cant problem. In terma of préserving
ihe alte. In the coat,

“The cost, based on work done two
o three years bsck, seems rather
prohibllive,” he addy. “And. |t's not
usabln for the propbe of the commun-
ty because Lhere are no services an
the mile ™"

Soelens reports exlensive wvan.
daliam has also played a role |n
determining the fale of the bonrded.
up bullding,

Runnymede's housing project in.
valven conatruction of 311 single
fdetached homes an lots with
minimum fronlages of 4 feel 385
Aimgle detached units on minimoum
Socfoal bofx, 140 single detached
dwellings an minlmum & fool lois:
nnd 315 high-denally unila

“Meal Hikely. the high-densily units
will be In an aparimen] bullding con
figuralion.” explains town plarning
directar Bob Martindale. Blueprinis
Indicate the spartment complex will
e sliuated &l the cormer of Church
Street mnd he proposed [velsney
Irive cxlennion

When planning between Lhe lown
and Hunnymede gol underway
neveral years ago, there was po of-

Runnymede

ge last Quaker link

a disclosed sum of money because ||
I8 sbove the [lve-per cent park
dedication. She says thal, once Run-
nymede has its drafl pian of sub-
divison regielered, it will relinguish
the Hermitage.

Because of Lhe high cost Lo restore
Lhe bullding. estimated at 100,000 in
1980, il is belleved Ajax council wiil
Have It demalinhed.

illage ¢

Tacilities,
of the Hermitage t™
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Way

«woks amd hearis of
1 this past Monday

1-Pickering Unlted
= on & grant of iwa

oanciilor Jim Wity
whwn Ward | coun-
wm and mayor Bill

ve're talking abeut
‘I've neen Lhe work

| mare."'

nged thal reakdents
« e lected charitien
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L1
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HING The Ajan
f Way will reach ita

‘W by the end of
& fimil-ralsing cam
A well I1's heen go

o Susan  Graham
ve direcior of ke
sagl §110 000 has heen
campalgn kicked ofl
T
d of large! from last
i rale, we can expect
sl by November 20"
Wintier,

lles  are  currently
ncfuding the snmaal
ts many local com-
<ol when U nited Wy
lerrs make

the wirl of the Unlted
r4 mnd the need lor

+ AUl In the works are s
ight, Mrosmball Tour-
n Coffes Day, where
ipa will donate the pro-
(rring wakea

Way supporis 28 df
+ In the krea

The Hermitage, a Pickaring Village landmadk for B3 vaars, suc-
cumbs to flames Sunday night as lirelightara move In to prevent

the raping biars from sprasding. The bullding was completely

dnatroyed by fire, Araon |3 suapected

photo by Kevin Hanna

ofs

ey
fted
e e ing owginail on
astre e a4l Barsaness

vimses] Lhiml Ehis Byl
alfeting  her

ly

i Ba didnid aare

By KEVIN HANN

FICKERING VILLAGE : The in
evitnlle happened Sunday nighl. The
Hermilage, a prized herllage
building consiructed i M8, sue-
cumbed 10 the powerful destrue
liveneas ol fire

Under a full moon, frefighiers
were unable o moonl sry Ellschk on
the inferno which engulfed Lhe red
briched (ncility Bualll by Quaker
Ramuel Rogers. When lelephone
calla began Hghting up Lhe swii-
chibiard in the A [ax Fire Depariment
alarm marm, ihe batile was already
st The Hermiinge was gone.

By the time the first pamper truck
arvividd ol the scene, (be Building's
rool had disintegrated and fAames
were racheling almost 100 feed Into
ik sy Firefighters., realizing the
blase was unbenlabbe, apeayed My ing
rindders and tralned hoses on irees
sarroumnding the Lwo-storey slreture
tn prevent the fire lrom spreading. =

Fire chlel Tall Evans aays (he
eveiing's crAlm amd milld
temperature workerd fa Lhe ad
vantipe ol Hirefighiers

The wisibiilitv ol Pames Tromm Whal
b adwl Pirkering dres Fagmliets af
iurhsgs oo limlers amd mmelnrias (6
the arra

Fasnmmy Maolean 1'% wasin the )y
img rowam ol beer pearenis” Shersoood
Fhesasl B ast haieme wheem shie hengd Ol
kimds™ of sifems 0 rin tm the fronk
s Flpgeer] 8 spen and il Madn
e hpnhess (wirih off Lhe sireed: are

an flre " 1 wenl oul Inko (he sire=t and
walched all the cara stopping There
were hundreds of people who thoughl
Lhey could get up o ( The Hermitage |
from our sireel. "'

Retreating infn the houss, Tammy
lelephoned her (ather, Ajax mayor
Bill Mclean who could see the
Nimesd Irem Bla Wen Ball affies on
Harwood & vene

Three frefighling units and &
dorer men lackied (he blaze, which
fimally subaided around 4 8. m. Mon-
ay.
Ten-year parl-Uime MreNghting
veteran Berl Brandse, 41, waa in-
Jured when & section of U bullding’s
eust wall collapssd on him arecnd

1:48 A m He was transparied hy am
hulance o Ajax  amd  Pickering
(reneral Hoapital with a mspecied
compreased fracture of he jower
spine. Deputy [Mre chiel Mel
Wadrworth says & chimney on ihe
west wall tumbied onto the casi wall,
coming M o shower bricks dewn
upes 1 Fandne

There were na olher Injuries,

Quakers aeliling In e area
donaled (he huilding o Pickering
Callege, which opened here in 1879
Used primarily as a gymnasium, the
fachlity remained Lhe oaly Bullding
intact & fter fire desiroyed e college
in 1905

EL Rueddy, repowned for his

mitveriiaing billboards, laler bought
the home and re-named It Hee
milage The bullfing has been sban-
dored aipor |90

Hmaled on land owned by Roee
nymede Developmen! Corporstion, |
The Hermitage has been the centre of
mikd contreversy in (he panl year,
proposals have materialized for &
planned residential community s
rounding it While several intersated
realidents were calling for preserve-
iy o the brgllding, atudies, snd Lown
offlcinls, determined i1 too costly.

The Hermilage waa designeisd §
berilage property by e Local Ar
chilectural Conservalion Advisory
Commitiee.

Suneday night"s fre wea it third on
The Hermilage eite in the past year
and & half, In April of 1984, & graes
fire wwepl by high winds engulfed &
barn and, early Lhis Seplember, an
arunnil lorehed o large shed,

Invesligniors from e Oslarks
Fire Marshal's ailice, Durham
Regional Pelicr and AJax Fire
Depariment were still examining the
scend Monday afermoon Lo deder
mire Uhe cause of the hlaee.

Wadswaorth =ayvs arson s
suspeted O You've gal s bullding adl-
ting! in the middle nf nowhere, with po
eleciricily ar services rusaing
{hrwiagh 11, and mo sdectricsl siorma
i\ e areE, s serme Eind &l lsoen-
ary device could have been used ™

A fdamage folsl Ras el yel Bl
et
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Loss of Hermitage needn’t have happened

To Lhe axfifor:

The Hermitage Is gooe, 1t burned
down because of some cretin
pyromanic who had mo motive whal-
soever of & pald arsonisl who had,
Will we ever koow? Doss it really
maller?

With the help of the [lre depari-
mend  whe it e "just
another Mre"', The Hermilage was ol-
terly destroyed To them, Ils fale waa
written In the wind = a matiter of Lime
= 'Good Riddance!" Ta our lowm
fathers, ils preservalion was a mat-
ter of dodlars and af no real concern -
cerfalnly pol imporiasi enough to
Jstity spending a few bucks, To Run-
nymedé, Lhe ownerd, It wad & labili-
ty. a damned nuisance or, ai besl, a
conlractor's bargaining tool.

But to most of 2, the stlepl majori-
ty. it was a ragment from anolher
ers. [is loas represents a learing

There are some croel people [iv-
ing ia this area.

They're Lhe ones who left Mary
Tomassini, the victim of & hit-ang-
run sccident, stranded on the road
lasl Wednesday night while they
drove by, Actually, Tomasalni
tays becaune her damaged car
was il on the road, the drivers
had to slow down, even atop,
Before they dfove drousd her

Tomassini wonders whatever
happened Lo good Samaritans I'm
orer gaking the same quesllon

Trying lo ralionalize these peo-
phe’'s actions, ["ve come to the con-
cluskon they've never been in a
moment of crisis or need and
therelore don'l comprehend how
much help would be appreciated
But, even Lhal's & weal eucuss
¥ou don't have Lo touch a hot plate
Lo know (L burns, it only common
wTAE

However, thede fon-helpiul peo-
ple just kepd driving, probabily
more concerned with Helting
heme lo walch the hall game ar

L "':'Hin'c[.l'

bt oup meritage,
Through lack 1! vishon and ndtil-
ference on (he part of myopic leaders
plus one small match, this (e
replaceable treasure has slipped on
into obecurily

Upon examining the sile M hours
Later, | was jolped by 8 vmall grop
of Interesied boys ranging lrom nine
to 19 years of age. Every one of them
was cognizast of a loss greater Lhan
an old neglected bullding. They
percetved o o be an irreplaceabls
part of history thal many of their
parents failbed Lo visuallze Easch
seemed painfully aware of the noo-
permanency of thelr current environ-
ment with s oold, plastic-lined
structures lacky, ecoRamny-
conirolled, repilitious boxes cramm-
ed inla arcas we euphemisdically call
“communiLiea’.

When | [irst discoversd Lhe Her-

some olher seifish reason. It
mosl Ikely everyone thought the
same thing —~ someone else will
itop and help her - Loo bad every
single driver thought thal
Tomassini had 1o Mag down a
matorist Lo stop and help her and o
kind woman who lived close by
gave Tomassinl coffes and a ride
Lo thr hosp | Lad

To those who passed Tomassing
« and to the ldiot wha hil har and
kept driving —~ may your cons
clences always bother you boul
your diagraceful act o a womap
i reed

A woman shool bus driver
recenlly phoned me and aiked me
ta wrile & column atwul the hard-
ships she encounters |n ber job
"I'm fed vp with the way prople
Pk on school bus drivers,” she
sakl, "Peaple Just don't wanl s
cooperale wilth ui "

The woman used Brock Hoad as
in example of how ignorant peo-
ple are towards the hig yellow

The

Hermitage

mitage in 1579, a week or 50 afler |
maoved in as & peighbor, it revealed
ltsell to me a8 “Tara’ after the revolu-
thon. | had gone (or 2 letsurely walk in
‘Sherwood Forest' and discoversd
this [reasure emeTging (rom a jungle
of weeds and vines thal all bat hid
Lhis remnant of & MNner age. | could
visaalize I8 manicured landscape

Wendy
Gallagher

Reporter

vehlcle. She aaid trucks are con-
slanlly pulling up close behind the
buses n an allempd Lo make the
bus driver speed up. The woman
said bus drivers cbey Lhe apeed
|imit, won't go any lasler and it's
annaying, not to mention Irghten-
ing. when big trucks wani Lhe
drivers lo speed up

Jusl remember Lhat there are al
least 0 little ones on thal bus and
Lhee last thing the driver nesds is
anather distraction such as an ig-
roranl truck driver making the
road unsale,

Anolher leritant, daid Lhe
worman, are parenls wha pick up
their  childeen ot schosd  and

with a sunken garden, its tidy s=iling,
il slaledy Greek revival amblence. (L
wis only afler | was appainted Lo
LACAC & year or two lstor thal |
learmed something of s history

The Hermilage waa the only sur
viving stuctwre from & f[lre that
destroyed the bulk of Pickering Col-
lege tn 1908, Pickering College was &

el S L DO R e P =
What happened to Good Samaritans?

become anndyed al the bus siltiog

In the parking lol
“That's the laal straw, ' a0 the

woman. “They're yelling al me

wiven Lhey can park anywhere and
I'm parked In Lhe right spot
Hemember, folks. Ihal froet

driveway I8 reserved for buses for
children wha aren’t lucky enough
to Rawve their parents pick them
1]

The woman also complained
thal people are culllng one
another off oh Lhe road w0 ey can
Hel by Lhe school bus balore he
Naghing red |Ights go on Nobody
shisudd ever be in that big a hurry
thal they have to risk the lives of
children and olhers w0 they may
gel by & school bus,

Well, Mira Scheol Buas Diriver, |
kope people will be a little mare
considerate fowands you and your
fellow workers. You do a good job
and anybody wha can Eraisport &
whale bus load of screaming and
laughing children deserven all Lhe

respect on Lhe noad they can get

mllill'lﬂl'ml' lour-storey’ Orick
tmilding that was bulll in LITH by Lhe
Guakers who were numbersd among
e [irsl Lo seille in the village -
earlier known as Duflln's Creek The
college was reputed to be one of Lhe
major places of learning In Lhe coun-
ry - atlracting studenls world-wide
frem as far sway a8 Japan, Furope
and Ausiralia

it was the lral co-ed school In
Canada with sccommodallon for
abaast 100 students.

Across the road atl Mill Street, Lhe
Pickering Yearly Meeting House
ictrea 1561 held Canada’s first year-
Iy Quaker meeling In 187, This
bl Inig 18 alsa doomed as a Herntage
site tal for s dillerent reason. The
curren ers | Masonic Lodges will
neither allow the bullding to be
designated nor will they enlertain
olr overtured [of its resloratbon. This
lact, alemg w=ilh the seniciess
destruction of the “Liltle Red
Schooihouse™ lasl year cams Ajax
the dubious distinclion as one of the
[ew communilien in Upper Cansda
that 13 unsympathetic to the
historical imporfance of Quaker lile
in settling the area and Lo the preser-
vation al herilage in @eneral All this,
in & year when the lederal govern-
menl i3 seriously Fxamining the con-
copl of declaring a holiday in
February specifically for beritage
AWArERrs

The Hermilage which wasn'l bl
el 1299 w s L ymnasium [t ad
rod mirmor our currend perceptlon of
whal a Qymaasium is supposed 10 be
HAather, il had the appearance more
ol @ halled sehool or (ilness ared. The
wesl side had 3 magnilicenl Dwo-
starey fireplace with an ornale bul
boldly hewn pine mantel Vandals
yanked lhe mantel off the struciure
and recently burred it In its own

Nireblace. 7 -
E L. Ruddy, the billboard
manulscturer, purchased the

bullding for & summer home sarly in
this century. He sdded a partial se-
ound Moor iramed by & balcony and &
graceful cak staircase Many of the
rooms upslairs had stencilbed walla,
Vandals recently tore out the stair.
ciuse and pummeled the plaster lnto
oblivion 30 Lhat even the stencils
were beyond preseryalion

I 192, we of Uhe LACAC adv
counci] 1o designale the struct
& herilige ille ind had professional
hertage architects and contraclors
egamine the dile la delermine
reitoralion costs. Thetr report prov-
il that restoratbon was feasible, wor-
thwhile smd reasonable The only
drawhack was ihe lack of pablic
utblitiea which rendersd restoration
premalure We opted then for o tem-
perary investment thal would arrest
further eroding of Lhe wurctiure and
protect il for future development
Council agreed to designate the pro-
perly il made no altempl to
negodiate with Runnymiede (the
wwners) la launch & serious preser.
valion project

Ajan s repuled 1o e Use second
youngesl cily in Cansda imeat fo
Elljt Lakel The chances of retain
ing Lhe few architectural gems that
exist im the area is geiting slimmer
and dimmer a5 bulldoers contlnmae
o axhv amee on sl once Lrangel cous
tryside We applawd Lhe town counci
wha appainied members lo form a
LAUAC bul we are completely
frustrated by these same councillor
wha winl ta be molivaled by public
pressure  natead ol oflering ihe
leadership in these matlers for which
they were ebecied @ the First place

RS, Wright,

The MNews Advertiser
weleomes lelters lo Lhe edilor
on coniroversial mallers,
topécal iasues and anything
else of interest lo our resders
‘We reserve Lt right bo odit let-
lers far style, length and fegnl

Letters m the editor |

|

|
reasons and o withhold letlers |
deemed nol L for publication l
Leflers lo the odilor can be
mialled i or dropped off al the
Sews Adverilser, |00 Commer-
cial Ave, Ajax, Omtarte, LIS
H3 !|
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