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g Introduction
This researchn report it a general higtufy of  Gresnwood
Congervation Ares. Some of the historical data presented may not
pertain directly +to the histary of Greenwood Donsarvation Srens g
bt provides some general history of the local area. A SErious

Limitation of this reporl is the lack of rFesowrce material of the

Greepnwood Aroa,

Geplogical History

Before Lthe onzet of the glacial period. Fraeloseing and the
sgrrounding  arkea was. part of a "broad plane tilted lFoward -Ehe

@it SliarEw )y A armat

centre  of the continsnt” Heltass Biols

river, along with its bributaries. flowed westwardily throush what
iz now  thie hed of Lake Ontariow These walterways drained the
aPa cannecting with a river svsiem thal flowsd %o Ehe BuLf ofF
Mexicva (1).

Glaciers covered this  plain on  five saparale mccami?nz
leaving rubble, clay and bowlders. There wers two glacial lobhes
in the area, one in the prement Lake (Ontarico hasing apnd the ather
in ths Dak Ridges. As the Oal Ridges lobe moved it pushed huge
ammun ts of  Fubbles Sltrmame formed as the glaciers snelted. .
carrying sand and gravel which was deposited in the afea (L. As
a rEsuplil of this geclogical movement, tocday thares are sand ard

gravel sxtraction around: the Gregnwood-Uxbridgs area.

the glaciers also formed the Oal Ridges  Moraine walershed

anc a plain further souwth. Aas temperatures further warmed. this

plain  was coverad by a lakwe, Labke Frodgueis. The ecopsarvation



»

one time was covered by Lake Trogquols as Ele Lake s
whoFeline ran from the Scarborough Bluffs. pasming about  fwo
milee south of Lhe town of Hreenwood (3.

With time the glaciers retreated further, cavsing Lake
[roquois to recede and Fforming Lake Ontario. Streams then bedgan

to Flow from the Rial ground fuether north carving valleys in the

local landscape (3.

Early Human History

frchasological artifacts have been discovered along Duffin’s
Cresk  and the surrounding waterwars, some dating baclke to the
Lavrentian perind. An entire village wag found on a4 sandy ridge
aear Deffin's Cresk, likely.Tha shoraline of Lalke rogoois (S50,

During  the 16007« +the Trogueis nation  lived around Lake
Ontario and §its waterwava. They supplied the Europeans  with fur
for export bBack to Eueapa.

“here was a Fresnch presence in the area. dating back to
Lheie mxp}uwatimﬁ; and Lrade dn the bew World, They named
Pelticoat, originally "Fetite Cote" Creek, for Cthe creel’s east
Barik 44 high while the west bank is flat., creating an the inlet
with the "little side" (143, The Frepch also oamed the MHouge
Fiver, and the Hivierse au Saumon. the latter - -now rramed the

DufFim o Crewl,



The Land

In 1721, Ficlkering Township conmnistbed Df."tﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ Taresis
Edaing dn terraces from the lakefront to the Oalk Ridges moraing®.
wilth many little streams and ereesls forming Duffin’s  Credak,
Fealtticoat Creelk and the Rouges River (£2). Torlhe Eetflmrmﬂ'their
Lamd was & symbol of now hdpm“ but the forests stood in the way
of their dreams. The dense siands of tress were regarded as an
enemy, semething that had to be defeated. The wonds inhibited
Farming and  agri r.“:ll::'l ture, the sabtioers’ means  of swesivaly, while

=

wx o howsding  amndimals which abt times akttacksd  the Livewstock

{(Bryant. "The Fickering Mussum™ A Such beliets fuselled {fhe

explottation and decimation of the forest.

Duffin’'=s Creek
Thy Frepch named lLhe creak [Rdivisre au Sauamon becaduse  of Lhe

gbuncant salmon  population (Biclkering o L&s o Howewmr, with

gnoed of setilement from 1800 to 1900 the salmon disappeared Trom
Lake Ontario  (1&4). The creek’s prosesrt  nang bds named after Lhe

Irish trader who was saicd to be nurdered near the present willage

.

of Fickering, probably somstiime hefore 1721 (20).

.,

Dwffin s Cresk is one of the reasons why Gresnwood Willage
was such a thriving commeraial cantre. It was a source of water
ang Tishe while its high banks and Tast Flow providing the ldeal
landseapes for nilling. The oreslk Iater provided the town wilth

glectricity. far bhefore most rural communities had such power.



Greenwnood Villaoe

The =zarly settlers to the Greenweod area were predominantly
Trom Yorkshire, Englancd and berthern Ireland. Jimpal - SR the
village mname was changed Trom Morwood, itz original pame, to
Greenweod (Heart, Local History). The change trf name  was in
hanoue of | tlhe Graan 'harni:il.}*!. A Family dastruamental  dn t e

developmant of the viliage.

Ear evelopment

From +the late (700w +to the 800 much of the land waws
cleared (Fickering Storyl. The land was used for agriculiure,

Toraat iy, minaral extraction and water. Foaoe wais abbained Fieom

farming and hunting. "During the IR207=2. mach of
Township had developed inte a thriving agricultural society
(U Eckardng Museum! 8).

1 the mid  18200°s  lreenwood became a booming commercial

sentra, fiany mills were built along Lhe Duffin‘s @ Creel  for
Iumber, Tlowr and oatmeal. As of 1841, there were two sawmills
within Sreenwood Conservation fAirsa  alonyg  the cresk (Pickering

Slory 1275, By 1850 the willage had two Flowi- and grist mallis;

four sawmille, a couparsdge. a ﬂimtilléwy and several creamerioes,
Hnowever, the onset of the motor age brought about Gresnwood s
dacline. Pflgitor transportation made otlher areas in Ontario more
atbractive for sommerce. M5 . a sty Lhe mills elosed apd @

madorily of the business lett.,



Lower Mill

Gresnwood ‘s Lower Mill was sdiluated on Duffin's Sreelky, on
fhe  ameth  half of Lot 12, Concession 5, north of Greenwood
Conmervation Arsa. I owas west of Greepwnod Road., 4 guearisre of a
mile south of the Greenwood Road-Concession & 2 intersaection.
Freassplly & home ia located éﬂ The mill Eiﬂﬁ; applropiriately nmﬁﬁm
"The Mill".

Tha Lowsr: Mill was established by the English miller,
Fredericlk Gresns one of Gresnwood s mosi  prominentd Figur@ﬁ;lanm
the man whom the town was named after. Green purchased the land
Ferpe e mill on February S, 1843, from  anolther  Engldsbnan
Plat A e Coelearling,  Grain was milled sl this site, and later in
igEY ., oatmezl waz  @millad. The grain was transferred Lo
war@sholisas An IFrmnﬁhmwn“m Fay and Fort  Union for shipmend.

PliLlles EFEWH,.lﬂtEV lemeiwn as Bouirse GOreen, built o  dam e
divert the river. flow, oreating’ & large five acre body of water

babind the  dam. Howswver a  flood destroyed the dam  causing the

closure of the mill after 50 years of aperation. Consequently,
Mel.ean , Gregnwood Chrough 030 .

B rage

dust morth of Breenwood  Conservaltion Area, in the northwest
corner of Lot 13, Concessieon 5, stood a cooperage whers barvels
were made and repsired. Robert Lepnon of Kilkenney, lreland. and

Henley Bhea of Ireland were the cooperage paviners (GF-4001.



Saw Mill

There were aevéval saw mills operating  in the area  during
Gresnwood  Willage s booming woars. e such mill was dlocated
east of the conzervation area’s Roddar Propeely on o Duffin's Eraeﬁ

tsowth half of Lot 15, Concession 5). Il was operated by Grorge

Ballard (465,



Early Greenwood Families

Concession 4

Lot 10, Concession 4: (east of Westhey Road)
Lliam Gibgon (LEBH0)

~blilliam Gibzon- s#on of Oearas
~Meman Sibson —oon of WL L0 am )
=1 wd0 s=diliiam and Bridget Lanson boughil property

eVl ke GoD. Jdonss

as

G bson

South half Lot 9, Concession 4:
—George Gibson—saon of William (18757

South Half of Concession O

Lat 11, Concession S: (east of (reenwood Road, halt a lot from
Faddar Mroperty)

e Camuel  Somerville and wifa Mardon Whilsony  Lanarkshire,
Seotlancs boucylk 100 acres of Crown Land From provincg of Upper
Camaca For 28 poupds and 15 shillings

—Mow. 5, 1895 Jahn anan boughl property (Samuel Somerviile rlied )
e T L e T = Frevbarl & Sonereville (Samuel’s sonld  bought

T

prape iy
loEte Widliam Ormerod bought from BEobert Somerwille

Lot 12, Concession 5: (siraddlies Greenwood [Roady lefl hald  of
proper-ty iz part of PRoddar FProperte) ;
~1EME-Elmslay 2ol this 100 acres to James Demorest
~18%1i-s0ld to George Ballarc

fore 18460« Ballard sold 30 agrss esazst of Low l[ioad (Gresnwood
Raoad) to Oeorgse Hicks
s $18 0 Fhegie g lat thews owned 30 acres
~fr . George Gibson Tarmed haeee
~Gporge Ballard sold P00 acres wast of Low Road (Greenwond Road)
Lo Thomas Fugh

Lot 13, Concession 5: (part of Roddar Froperty)
wT lhamas Pugh, owned 100 acrres {(sowth half)

Lot 14, Concession S5: (may be part of Roddar [Froperty)
w“Tlhomas Pugh owned 100 acres (south halfd

—89%amrs, Hamilion owhed 100 acres

Lot 15, Concession 5: {west of Roddar Propiriy]
~18460 s~ Ueorge Ballard (sawmill proprietor) owned southsen 50

s Fit

D saan Eoanoin




MNorth Half of Concession 5

tot i1, Concession 5: (east of Greenwood Read., half a lot -firom
foddar Propasety) d

=l84%—Tames Demorest sald one acre to Jamses Sterling

=18%7—dames Sterling resonld to Hugh McConachie

—~1l80%Vargaret Sisley boughlt properiy

fot 12: (porth of Roddar Froperly)

“Benjdamin Hallowall owned 100 acres

=Heonw Jdohn Elosleay

—=1838 ~Matthew Ooglkerline- builf grist mill (Horwood's oldest
industete)

=Feab, Gy 1843-Frederiock Green bought land and mill (Lower Mill)
For 1200 pounds : ’

=1845-"_ow FHoad" {(now Greenwood Road) buillt  feom Greenwood
Village bto Bawl greain Ffeom Ehe milll

Lot 13: (north of Roddar Property) :

—cooper shop run by Rabert Lennon and Joseph Shea

- —1877— J. Hamilicon owned northern 100 acres

=1 8%0—usold to Hllen Glesson

=LERE  —aold to Fhiss  Gearglns Pengelly  and her  brother William
Pungelly Sr. (tanner) :

—house further back on farm

Lot 14: (northwest of Roddar Froperiz)

—1834— William Revnolds owned the posthern 100 acres
-Moses Wilson owned the property '

—Hobert Cathcart owned the properiy

=185 - John Deeilt was owner

-1208— Matthew Devitt (Jobn's son) was owner

—Mehkabi

Wikl iam Knox

=Areh G Bson

—41927= Mr.. amed Fles. dJobn Soden were ownors

—1L940- Karl, Anne and Chris Lensen ownsd the property

o - e

.
L :l n

{lregnwood Through the Years !



Sresnpwood Socigl Groups

The  following it a list of sons of the early lacal social

QIonsy

~Yeung Flan s Brothei-hood
“ladies” Aid

~Wennen “s Mitsdionary Societw
~Young Feaple ' s LUnion
—figriciiltural Society.
=fons oF  Tempeiran ce .

The Railway Through Gresnwood }

Or - Monday Qotober %, 1911, the Ganadian  Horibarn Rallway
apenad the Toronto-Trenton Railway Line. which spanned the valley
thirough the oxisting Greenwood Conservalion Area. The 110.5 mile
Jjourney took four howes Lo travel, and served boih passengers and

Fredght . The train was puwlled by a single engine. The remnants

—t

the railway bridge are still wisibles today in the conservation
area, particularly in the winter when ithere is lilile valley
Torliage.

Ohe easthound- and one westbound train travelled ihe line
dailya The pagsenger siops were as Tollowss Union Station,

fueen Streel. Rosedale., Malvern, Cherrywood, Geeenburn, Hrooklin,

Juhawa, Bomanvilie, Orono. Oobourgs. Gration, Colbourne. Beighton

ano Tesnkon . Greanbiirn Station was located a liltle sast of Lhe
Ioakount  at  Greenwoocd Conssrvaltion Area Park. A spur Lines

branched off 1o the wmining pit of GSreenburn Sand and Jravel

[
i

Company situated on Lot 8, Concession S, @ast of the conservaktion
area’s  poddar properily. Howewver, in 19546 the Toronto-Tienton

ine was disconlinued and the fracks liftted because of declinding

business caused by fthe rise of motor transportation (Greenwood



r wood Fark

One of the sarlisst mentions of a rscreatjion area  in
Grespwood Yillage was Grespwood Farl. in 1937 the idea ‘far
Greenwood Park was given i Mmﬁmt [y thm.Li@ut@nantmﬁmV@rnmr ot
Ontario, Dr. Herbert A. #ruce. Two atres on  the hHighway,
formerly the past Aitchell Ffarm (Mitchsell leased the Groen
propactyd, wns dn The town e hands  angd set aside for a publie
paurke dn . honooe of  the Yiscount Groeenwood, a formse cabinet
ministie. The Lieutenant-Governor agreed to the park because
open 2paces  like the Lhen proposecd parl, wild e & Tuture
reality in all modern plannsd towns,. and weold improve the kealth
ancl  happiness of community life (pholto sorapbook, FPickering
i Pty Historidcal Boom).

Several live muaic wenues and other events wers held al the
Greenwond FParlk.

However, uwsing the above mentioned divections, it i
unlikely fthat Greenwood Park was on the site of the sxisting
conservation " area but rather, it was probably  in  Greenwood

Village ituelf.

eftor ipn Froject
Mugh of the land in Grespwood Conservation Ares was olaoared
during the early selttlement of the area. The esxisting trees in

the congervation area were replantéd at  some point. In August

1238 the Frovincial Farestry Dapartment implemsnled a



reforgstation prodect din ivians: York COounty and Uxberidge,
{intario Coonty (Scrapbook. Fickering Library) which may have
doneludled Lhe replanting  of parts of the existing tonseprvalion

Atfed o plnper iy,

The Gresnwood Eﬁnservatinn Area émgarrassmggg

Im 19258 the PMetes Toronto Region Conservation Aulhority
(MTRCAY  assembled 500 acres (181 hectarezs) o establish the
axpLiEting Conie v alion S EA 5 =l th Arax. Ths Groenwcod
residents had decided upon naming the conservation argea aflher the
towi s A& ATRCA sub—commiites rasponsible for the planning of the
aperang o1 Lhe conservation area changed the name to A.H.
Fichardson Conservalion freas  in honowr  of the pionesr of the
congervation movemendt and the FTREA = First chairman. However,
bhis declsion was mace without formal contiemalion.

bhen the local residents learned of the chahge. 1they nountied
i protest. The FMTRCA smbarrassingly revertad back to naming the
parls Gresnwood Conservation Area 'f’c:u". itae opening ofn  August &,

1258 (Richaisdson, GConpsspvation).

Greenwood Conservation Area’'s Opening

The HMIRCYH officially ocoensed Gresnwood Conservation s Arsa on
Aauncust &, 1958, Greepwood was the fi-fth conservation area to be

apansd Ffor  public us

and the Llarges!l park dnges the fsathority

at cthe thime (YHMew Farl Will", Ajax #Sdvertiser).

The ifotal area of  Greenwood Conservation Area upon  its

copening was 375 acres. One bundred acres was turned over ta the



MTRIZA by Ontario County. who were bequeathed wiih the property by
the late arihur FPercy, wilh the gondition that “thea land be
pregverved as a wildlife sanctuary. The Authority acquired the
additional 275 acres hv pur;hasing four adiacent properiiss at a
cast of 7. 200 ("Mew Fark Will").

Two-thirds of the conservation area was covered with cak,
pine., cedar and eim. Original activities in the park were family
plenics, fishing, swimming, and Fflora and fauna study on the

nature trails.

Ontaric C wvati =211

On Satlurday dugust 20, 1958, Grasnwood Fack ;&rvwd as tha
sitew Ffor the publie picnic of the third annual summer rally of
Gntario Conservatives. Twey of the mosi  prominent politicdany
present wers Lhe Hon. Michael Starr (Federal Labnur.ninisferl and
the Hon. Matt Dryvmond (Provincial Transport Minister). The day's
avents included a baseball aane betwgen the |fembers of Parliament
and  the Provingial Members of Parliasment, and a horseshog
championship. Free coffes, tea, pop and ice. cream were served at

the picnic (Plakering Mews).

ot and of Greenwood Conservation Ar

Gresnwood Conservation Area’s existing 283 hectares have
been amassed by the FATRCA over the yeard. Thera was prmvmﬂmsly e
10 acre aravel pit off Greenwood Road and north of the Morth
Flats. It is no longer used for extraclion and has been planied

with vegetation to assisl in the natural recovery process.



Miller Fawving owns a 47 acee. plot of land within the
consarvation area boundaries. That 1ot i= along the west bapk of

Duwcffin ‘s Cresk just south of Concession 5

]
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