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Manresa .
~ APickering
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By JOE HORNYAK

PICKERING - In 1978,
something in the neigh-
bourhood of 3,000 men and
women [rom all walks of
life and faiths will entsr
the Manresa Jesuil
Spanitiial Renewal Cenlre.

They will be at the
cenlre (ram hees o 30
days and they will all be
there to find some Lme
[or some praver and
reflection.

“Wera VT O
Yewng and old, sisters
and prests, meo  and
women frdm all faiths,™

Jim Farrell

Among those groups
which have seal
reireatanis im Lhe past are
Alcoholics  Anonymous,
universily students amd
éeven police officers. .

Many of those who
come o Manresa  are
referred apd 4n their time
there, they are given
talks on spinteal matlers
based on the works of 51,
lgnatius of Lowyola, the
founder of the Jesuit

The Jesuit order got sts

beginning in 1533 when
Loyala wrote his spirttual
eXercises in a cave af
Manresa, Spain. From
that beginning lhe
followers of the Jeauit
faith have traii-blazed
their way all over Lthe
world and have played a
historic part i history
everyplace they have
gone.
In Canada, for
example, every school
child is taught the story ol
Brebeuf and
Lameonl and their dealhs
at- the hands of
Iroquais Indians.

Today in Canada there
are over 350 English
speaking Jesuits who
work here and in places
like [ndia and Zambia.

—— According to Father

Farrell at Manresa only
ome-quarter of the Jesuits
are still in missionary
work as other endeavours
such as education have
gained top priorily .

The retreat mn
Pickering first opened its
doors i 199,

Prior Lo that, retreats
were held at wvarious
locaticns in Toronto and
even at the Martyrs,

" shrine in Midland

Then in 1946, 3 retreat
was st up in Erindale but

Lhe-

the demand grew somuch make a donation The
that il was necessary 10 cenire does rent out its
find a mew spl and [acililies Lo organzations
Pickering was the choice. such as UM who would

The property which was  like {o held seminars bul
chosen was an 107-acre those who are on retreat
site which had a main  are under no obligation
house with 1§ rooms, @  The cealrd does have

second building with ten  other sourdeyof funds
rooms, a seven-car (Umne retreatant, John A
garage, a bungalow and a  Tanti, sponsors the an
dog Kennel. nual dmner which helps
The property was first ihe retreal .
bought around 15910 by Tne Men of Manresa
three  English lords — ocperdte the Fleming

Lord and Lady Hyde,
Lord “Sommers-Cox  and
Lard Sommers. However, [or the cenlee and the
with the outbreak of war, Twelve Apcstles Club s 2
they returned to England  group which pravides
and in 1920 the land was monthly donations n
bought by a Mr Victor return for a shiare 0 the
Hoss whothensoldittoils masses and  apostolic
last owner before the work on Manresa Inflact,
Jesuits, a Mr. Brian all the money for
Newkirk. the purchase of the

The last wvestiges of Fickering site came [rom
English nobility owmng dosations from the laty
Ihe property, were some There are six full Lme
frees wineh nad bBeen  Jesuits who work at
marked as plantes by Moaneexa They are in
nhility who kad visited  voived o the leading of

Memorial Fund which
SETVES a5 an investment

the site, which have naw e retecals m their
disappe ared ~piritugl. exercises  and
Today Manresa boast. nne handles all the

a |-|'-l'-'|-|'|jf.l". adining rsam, 3 mamlenance
chapel, and a B5-room hali Flanning Tor the relreat
lor the retreatants. 15 done through a weekly
However, 1n 1970, a debt  Sodality which meels
ol ¥95,011 lorced Father under the guidance ol
James Fieming to sell 70 Father Hovden [Deviin
acrex to the Metro They nol only meel for
Toron.v Lonservation Spantual motivation but
Authorily for 5130000 1o also to discuss the retreat
pay ofl the detd. apostolate and they are
Father Fleming was pnmanly responsible [or
one of the guicking lightsin  Ihe retreats and Falher
the Manresa retreat. He Farrell says that they are
had been involved with it Ihe vitality of the retreat
from the beginming and movement and the state
with the sale of the land ol Lthe lacilities at
had -looked forward to Manresa.
working with the retreals About 50 percent of Lhe
with no cares about the relreats at  Manresa
physical plant relurn for a second wisit,
However, in Jancary of “These are people who
1973 he died and the have found solace here
thousands of people who - once and return agan,”
remembered hum came  says Father Farrell
forward and, wilh the some leave and never
work of the Men ol relurn again
Manresa, the Fleming And some even return
Memorial Fund was  lotell Father Farrell that
launched “ o' perpetrate (hey have decided (o
hus memory. In addition, become Jeswits based on
the man  bulding —the_—tbeir expeciences ol the
cenira of retreat activity,  retreal. ;

was dedicated to his “Wedon't have many of
memaory and npnamed those bl we've had a
Flerrmng Hall, few.” he says
Donalions, however, UHul | suppose the most
torm the base for the gratifyingthing is thal we

relreal’s income
Hetreatants do not pay a
fec-and can |l they wish

et the leeling thal we are
helping penple. That's ali
Wi Can ask lor)' he adds

photes by Jaa ie rell

TOP: Father James Farrell of Manresa has been with the centre
-sinee 1366. CENTRE: The chapel at Manresa provides a place for
retreats to indulge in some quiet praver. BOTTOM LEFT: The
Cross is one of the plagues around Manresa which preach the
words of 5t Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuil Faith
BOTTOM RIGHT: One of the muany religious figurines aroin:d
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