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History comes alive
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From a fireplace in the valley to royalty on the hill

By HENRY M. GAWMAN
Special to the News Adveriiser
PICKERING - A sione [ire-
place stands in the woods, near
the weit branch of Dullins Creek.
This tribute o the sioncmason's
skill, is six feet wide, four leel
through, and has a sione chimacy
eatending 12 feel above the carth,
Tea minulcs to the enst is Valley
Farm Rd. AvLthe top of the rige (o
the west stands the Jesuit Retreat
knoywen a8 Manress,

Lord Somers-cocks, and Lord
Somers, Lond Hyde was 35 years

+ o,

That the titled new owners
intended to stay was evidenL
Their plans included the buikding
of n mansion, cariage house, rid-
ing stable and servanis” quaners.
They obviously intended to live
as they had in England, riding to
hownds in woods nearby, and
alterwards dressing for dinner,
perhaps by candle-

Decaose there is
a fireplace, with
rusty [Mashing, there
must have been
some form of habi-
ttion, That moch is
obvious, [ can only
speculate how 1he
weather-beaten unil
camé 0 be there, A
letier 1 reccived
abosut the streclure
pioves o be an
mieresting tale.

The lctier was
[ram John Dlack,

Rekindling
the fires
e i{olran
yesterday

light. A butler may
have greeted amiving
Euesis, The ears of
wild animals in (he
valley must have
pricked up at the
sound "ol revelry by
alght” in the man-
sion of the Lords.
This didn’t hap-
pen ovemight, The
buibling of the house
was a long-ieym pro-
ject, not being ready
for occupancy untl
summer, 1914, In

son of Morley
Black, whose pas station at the
comer of Liverpool and Kingston
Roaads was a fumiline sight i old
Pickering, Johin explaiped (hat the
lireplace stands where there had
once been a cabin: The cabin was
buill for Victor Ross, viee-presi-
dent, Imperial Ol Canada. The
excculive had owned land in the
valley, and property above, then
known as Clarendon Weod,

Tuming for a moment 1o olher
teslimony, 2 1934 asticle in Cana-
dian Homes and Gardens, by
Mary Agnes Tease, describes (he
seiling as: “A fairy-like place,
with log-based steps desceniding
lo the vallcy. Flowers and lems
were everywhere, and rusiic
brispes spanncd little, winding
streams,”

Mr. Ross, by excavating, and
diverting water from the ereck,

crenled a small lake. He gave -

werk 16 many leenl men, Bary
Agnes Tease describes a replica
of a Mudeon's Niay foel e being
L ol the sciting. Though she
wriles: "Everylhing was in com-
plete harmeny with (he surmound-
ngs.” a local resident remembers
secing two Chincsc junks
wrecked on ils shores.

On the dealh of Victor Ross in
1932, his son, Forbes, inheriied
Clarendon Wood Alier a time the
property came into the possession
of Drian Mewkirk, member of the
Toronte Stock Exchange, In
1949, property and buildings
were purchased by the Jesuit
Falhers of Upper Canada, and
became the Manresn Retreal,

The neglecied cabin became
notorions. Whea younp people
were not having parties there, it
kncw muore dangeious ocoupants,
Led 1o the scene by a Iocal citi-
zen, police foend four escaped
canvicls, guns and all, hiding
insilde. The cabin was destroyed
by fire before 1960,

Leaving the valley, let's direct
our atleation to the property
above. We have a descriplion of
the scene in 1934: A hill, a

winnd, & streain, 3 spacious house; -

flower gandens, lertile Diclds, and
you have Clasendon Wood. ™

The name derives from the
Earls of Clarendon. Were il not
lor the enterprise of English
Lords and Ladies, ihis area would
not have known the mark of roy-
ally. In 1912, the land with jts
original stone farmbowse was pur-

chased by Lord and Lady Hyde,

the meantime they
apparenily lived in the century-

- old stone farmhouse on the prop-

erty, Mor wos the construction
wilhout its problems, sccording 1o
Mary Agnes Tease,

She imagines that the work

must have been “difficnlt™ and -

“interesting” as the architeel,
familiar with the ripors of (he
Canadian climate, contested with
the Lonls, “who desired (o follow
Enylish methods in overy particu-

lar.” Propress was monitored by |

the owners, and other distin-
paished viswors, such as the Duke
antl Duchess of Conmaught, and
the Princess Palricia, -

The people of Pickering had
never known the likes ol the
goings on at 1 top of Liverpool
Rd, Loesds and Ladies passed
belfore the'eyex of plain citizens.
The nobility were here, and may
have remained beyond surmise,
ext o e aecibent ol hswory,

World War [ broke oo, and
thaly called] ihem home. The Frmi-
Iy had lived only 10 weeks in
thelr mew home. Without delay,
they depanied for England, never
10 relam.

The property was lell in the
care of Mr. and Mrs. Tom War-
ren, In 1922 it was sold o Mr.
Viclor Ross,

So the thread of history leads
from the Greplace in the valley to
the Jeswit Fathers, to Brian
Mewkirk, 10 Viclor Rosy ani his
son, o Lord and Lady Hyde and
family. Lord Hyde, upon the
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death of his [ather in 1914,
became the Siath Earl of Claren-
don, F

An ohitsary i the Globe and
Mail, Wednesday, Dec. 14, 1955
tells of the death at ape 78 of the
Enrl, who once farmed in Pickes-
ing. Hez was then Lord Clamber-
hain io King George the sixth, and
former govemor-generl of South
Alrica.

. The mansion remains, now |

wearing a coal of while stucco.
Despite many alicrations, the
onginal style and chamcier of the
place is still apparent.

The Jesuil Father now call
Clarendon Wood, Manresa. The
mame comes from (he place in

Spain where St Ignaties Loyola, -

patron of the retreal movement,
firsl went o solilude. He and
s companions formed the Jeswit
Oreler 4060 years ago.

When somcone kindles a fire in
its old heasth, the lireplace comes
alive ngain. As the smoke
ascends, wisiful ghosts on the
high ground may drill over the
valley to blend their vaporouns
forms with the fires of yesterday.,

[Thiz asticle iz bawd oa infor-
mation given by John black, Bill
MePherson, Almn Quilly, (long-
Lime sccrelary al Manresa) and
Mmy Agnes Teare, in Canndian
Honses and Gardens, 1934, (cour-
tesy of Father O'Dricn).
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